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MCM CREW DOMINANT ON DEPLOYMENT  

The month of September was a huge turning point in this deployment for Crew 

DOMINANT.  We spent the first half of the month operating SCOUT at sea to 

train our Sailors and support Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) training 

operations, we then shifted our focus to prepare SCOUT for a much needed 

maintenance period. 

September started off with crucial underway time that allowed junior sailors to 

progress in their watch qualifications before Crew DOMINANT sits in dry-dock 

until we get back to California.  Deck Division has been busy over this month 

from conducting a Single-Oropesa mechanical sweep, Danning, and EOD 

support operations.  After returning from Muscat we embarked EOD, made 

minor repairs, and SCOUT was back to sea.  We conducted a Crew Served 

Weapons (CSW) familiarization gun shoot. This was a great time for some of our 

sailors who regularly don’t get to shoot the CSW to familiarize themselves with 

our guns onboard. The following day we conducted EOD operations and flying 

the Mine Neutralization Vehicle (MNV).  Diving operations were a success with 3 satisfactory proficiency dives. 

That night we operated the sonar at variable depth and were quickly able to acquire our training mine shape we 

had deployed earlier in the month and we prepared to launch the MNV. Unfortunately, the MNV experienced an 

in-water casualty causing CIC and Deck divisions to recover the MNV.  This ended MNV operations early for the 

underway and it took our technicians the rest of the month to identify and 

correct the complex casualty that afflicted the MNV.  After a two day period in 

port, we were back out at sea with EOD to complete their training 

requirements.  Only a few minutes after the first EOD diver entered the water, 

SCOUT experienced an engineering casualty that brought us back to port. 

We spent the third week of September preparing SCOUT for her up coming 

maintenance period.  As part of the preparations, we conducted a full ammo 

offload, and took all unnecessary equipment and gear off the ship and placed it 

in storage.  We packed up our personal gear and prepared to move it off the 

ship.  On the early morning of September 28
th

, SCOUT proceeded under her 

own power to BASREC shipyard. Later on that day, we moved our belongings 

to the living facilities that have been provided to us out in town.  Our next 

milestone was to place SCOUT into the Dry-dock in October.  

We now have about a month left in Bahrain.  The crew has shifted their focus 

to improving SCOUT’s material condition, preparing for an upcoming change of 

command, and crew turnover.                 - MN2(SW) Cadigan, Editor 

ENFN Oladapo and IT3 Fuller heave 
around on line 4 while SCOUT is 
mooring to the Mina Salman pier. 
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CO’s COMMENTS 

Greetings, Crew DOMINANT family and friends!  I hope that 

everyone has enjoyed their summer and has transitioned smoothly 

back into the school year.  As you’ve read already, September and 

October have been a period of transition for us as well here in 

Bahrain.  We’ve gone from maintaining and steaming an 

operational ship to putting SCOUT into drydock for an extended 

maintenance availability.  We’ve transitioned from living aboard 

the ship to living in flats and apartments out in town.  We’ve gone 

from having three square meals made for us every day to being 

responsible for getting our own food.  (Thanks here to the First 

Class Petty Officer’s Association for making shawarma runs every 

day!) We’re also transitioning from maintaining and operating to 

turning over the ship with MCM Crew PERSISTENT in less than a month.  There’s a lot of change in the 

air, but the crew is still focused on getting SCOUT ready to go for Crew PERSISTENT and then themselves 

again for when Crew DOMINANT re-deploys next year.   

  We’ve had several new crewmembers check in this month that I’d like to recognize:  MNCS(SW) 

Williamson, our new Operations Department LCPO; EMC(SW) Moyer, our new 3MC; EN1(SW/SCW) 

Morgan; EN3(EXW) Morris; MNSA Long; and MNSA Young.  Welcome to the Crew DOMINANT family!  

I’d also like to wish fair winds and following seas to a couple of well established crewmembers: DC2(SW) 

Harkless who is transitioning out of the Navy, and EM2(SW) McMaster who is transferring to duty in the 

not-so-sunny PACNORWEST. 

  For our new members and our old, I’d like to remind everyone that if there are any issues that you 

need to talk to someone about or if you have any questions, you can always call our command 

OMBUDSMAN.  She has done an excellent job and we thank her very much for volunteering to serve: 

Mrs. Luttrell can be reached at   (858) 232-5686. 

  Finally, I’d like to close by thanking all of you for your continued support while I have had the honor of 

serving as Commanding Officer of MCM Crew DOMINANT.  We’ve had several challenges while I’ve been 

in the seat: taking CHAMPION from drydock back to an operational status, our April INSURV and all of 

the extended hours that we spend away from home, the compressed training cycle following that 

inspection, and this FIFTH Fleet deployment that we’re closing up next month.  Through it all, Crew 

DOMINANT has lived up to its motto and been Dominant in every Battle.  I am ending my tour on 

November 3rd at a Change of Command ceremony here Bahrain.  The crew is in good hands as my relief 

is the current Executive Officer, LCDR Erdner.  Thank you again for all of your support and I wish you all 

the best; have a happy reunion with your Sailor and enjoy some much deserved leave together!    

        G. P. Lorio 

        Commanding Officer 
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XO’s POST

The month of September provided the crew the 

opportunity to progress in their qualifications and 

experience working with an EOD detachment in Fifth 

Fleet.  We spent the first part of the month 

operating SCOUT.  The time at sea allowed us to 

hone our skills at mine hunting, mine nuetralization, 

mechanical mine sweeping, danning, man overboard 

recoveries, ship driving, and casualty control. Not 

every evolution went perfectly, but we gleaned the 

most out of them and conducted further training as 

needed.  Additionally, the weather did not always 

cooperate with our operations.  Several EOD dives 

were scrubbed the winds and sea skirted the upper 

limits for diver operations.  Each day we would start 

ready to support EOD, and by mid-morning we 

would have to shift our focus back onto our own 

training.  By the end of our third underway this 

month the crew was moving through shipboard 

evolutions smoothly and the weather started to 

ease.  We refitted in port, took on stores, and 

headed back to sea with a new set of EOD personnel.   

With the elements within parameters our embarked 

EOD detachment’s training goals were within reach.  

Unfortunately, once the divers were ready to go 

SCOUT experienced a generator casualty which 

forced us to return to port.  Overall, we were able to 

train our crew and increase our own proficiency, but 

we were 

unable to 

meet all of the 

EOD 

detachment’s 

training 

requirements.   

We spent the 

last two weeks 

focused on 

preparing SCOUT for her maintenance period.  This 

was a big change for everyone, and the crew met it 

with their normal poise.  By the end of the month 

the transition was complete.  The crew had moved 

into their flats out in town.  The Dry-docking 

Selective Restricted Availability (DSRA) underway, 

SCOUT was in BASREC shipyard with all excesss gear 

removed. 

September was a very productive month with two 

distinctly different focuses; operating SCOUT and 

then preparing her for the maintenance period.  

Your Sailors performed exceptionally well and  

maintained their outstanding reputation. 

Thank you for your continual support! 

SEL’s BLOG 

HELLO AGAIN from sunny BAHRAIN. The 
nights are getting cooler here, which had me 
thinking about winter in the states. We will be home 
soon and our Sailors can’t wait to return. So are you 
ready for the winter?  Now is the time to think about 
winterizing your house and getting your flu shot. 
Here are six tips I would like to share with you, which 
might make your home feel warmer without turning 
up the heat this winter.  These winterization tips are 
listed at the end of this newseller. If you use them 
then you’ll save in energy costs. 

Don’t forget to take care of yourself. The 
CDC recommends that people get their seasonal flu 

vaccine as soon as vaccine becomes available in their 
community. Vaccination before December is best 
since this timing ensures that protective antibodies 
are in place before flu activity is typically at its 
highest. CDC continues to encourage people to get 
vaccinated throughout the flu season, which can 
begin as early as October and last as late as May. 
Over the course of the flu season, many different 
influenza viruses can circulate at different times and 
in different places. As long as flu viruses are still 
spreading in the community, vaccination can provide 
protective benefit. See your local medical branch for 
their flu vaccine schedule. Also, vaccines are 
available at local community drug stores for a small 
free. Enjoy your day, because you deserve it. 
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CHENG’s PIT 

 October marks a shift in gears as 

Crew DOMINANT takes SCOUT into 

her maintenance availability. 

Engineers finished up the 

operational portion of this 

deployment in exemplary fashion 

before arriving at BASREC repair 

facility for some needed repairs.  

Even with continuous repair efforts 

throughout the engineering plant 

and a busy schedule, our Sailors 

completed key personal 

qualifications. Notable qualifiers 

are: DC3 Lovorn-Sounding and 

Security, EM3 Haynes-Electrical 

Plant Operator, EN3 Hailey-Work 

Center Supervisor, ENFN 

Tolleson- Auxiliary Machinery 

Room Operator, ENFN 

Peterman-Maintenance Man. 

Bravo Zulu to EN3 Machado in 

successfully completing his 

qualification as Enlisted Surface 

Warfare Specialist and ENFN 

Oladapo for being recognized as 

Blue Jacket Sailor of the Quarter.  

Congratulations to these Sailors on 

their achievements and the 

completion of a major milestone in 

their careers. 

Welcome aboard EN1 Morgan! EN1 

Morgan joins Crew DOMINANT 

after three years at San Clemente, 

Ca. He assumed his duties as 

Leading Petty Officer of Auxiliary 

Division and has been a welcomed 

addition to the department’s 

leadership. 

Farewell to DC2 Harkless and EM2 

McMaster who both departed 

CREW DOMINANT in September. 

EM2 McMaster re-enlisted for two 

years and will continue his service in 

Washington. DC2 Harkless departed 

the Navy and has joined the civilian 

community following 16 years of 

honorable service. We wish them 

luck in their future endeavors. Their 

presence will be sorely missed as 

they were key contributors to Crew 

DOMINANT’S success during their 

time onboard! 

“Thank you for your support, 

understanding, and the job you fill 

back home! We look forward to 

seeing you all next month!”    

OPS’s STAND 

As our crew has settled into to 
hotels out in town in Juffair, 
they have more free time on 
their hands to relax and unwind 
away from the ship that has 
been our home for the last four 
months. Some of our Sailors will 
undoubtedly take advantage of 
this situation to see local 
cultural sites and take 
advantage of unique shopping 
opportunities around town. Al 
Fateh Grande Mosque is located 
only a mile away from our hotel 
and is one of the world’s largest 
mosques. It is open to non-
Muslim visitors everyday except 
the Muslim Holy day on Fridays. 
The cities’ extensive network of 

souks, or shopping centers, can 
provide some incredible 
bargains to the sharp buyer and 
provides a great taste of the 
local culture and atmosphere. 
Although 24k gold is very hard 
to find in the States it is readily 
sold at fair rates here, so long as 
you are prepared to bargain for 

a good price. Several crew 
members have also taken 
advantage of the tailors in the 
area to buy custom made suits 
at a fraction of the price it 
would cost back home.  
 
Although none of us would ever 
confuse Bahrain for a tourist 
destination, it is quite popular 
as a regional tourist destination, 
similar to our Reno (without 
casinos) or Myrtle Beach 
(without putt putt golf courses). 
And now that the weather as 
finally started to cool off, this 
promises to be the most 
enjoyable part of our 
deployment. 

Engineering Department assembled on the 
fantail for EM2 (SW) MCMASTER’s farewell. 

The Grand Mosque in Muscat, Oman. 
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SUPPO’s BIN 

The month of September and 

the beginning of October have 

been busy for MCM Crew 

DOMINANT. 

September saw supply closing 

out another successful fiscal 

year and beginning to start 

again.  It was also time to start 

preparing to move into the dry 

docks which including shutting 

down the galley.  As a result, for 

the next month Crew 

DOMINANT sailors will have to 

fend for themselves and won’t 

have the awesome cuisine 

which is so often provided.  The 

S-2 division also said goodbye to 

CS2 Gant as he was able to 

return to San Diego early as part 

of the early return crew.  We 

wish him and all of the return 

crew good luck with that. 

With our time in Bahrain 
winding down it is time to do 
some final sight seeing and 
prepare the ship for a new 
crew.  Our time in Bahrain 
presented some challenges and 
interesting times which will not 
be soon forgotten.

RECOGNITION STAGE 

AWARDEES 

Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal Recipients:  DC2 (SW) HARKLESS. 

Letters of Commendation Recipients:  HM1 (SW/FMF) MARTINEZ, MN2 (SW) CRUM, ENFN (SW) OLADAPO. 

Senior Sailor of the Quarter  Junior Sailor of the Quarter  Blue Jacket of the Quarter 

 

  

 

 

    

    HM1 (SW/FMF) MARTINEZ            MN2 (SW) CRUM       ENFN (SW) OLADAPO 

RE-ENLISNTMENTS 

MN2 McReynolds, LS3 Rosas 
 

NEW ARRIVALS 

 

 

 

 

MNCS(SW) WILLIAMSON          EMC(SW) MOYER                EN1(SW/SCW) MORGAN              EN3(EXW) MORRIS                        MNSA LONG                        MNSA YOUNG 

FAIRWELLS 

DC2 (SW) HARKLESS, EM2 (SW) MCMASTER 

On September 6th, LTJG Reilly tries to 
decide how all of the stores will be put 
away as MNSN Lewand offers his opinion. 
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                                                                                 MONTH IN PICTURES 
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Winterization Tips from the Senior Enlisted Leader 

1) Furnace Inspection 

 Call an HVAC professional to inspect your furnace and clean ducts. 

 Stock up on furnace filters and change them monthly. 

 Consider switching out your thermostat for a programmable thermostat. 

 If your home is heated by a hot-water radiator, bleed the valves by opening 

them slightly and when water appears, close them. 

 Remove all flammable material from the area surrounding your furnace. 

2) Get the Fireplace Ready 

 Cap or screen the top of the chimney to keep out rodents and birds. 

 If the chimney hasn't been cleaned for a while, call a chimney sweep to remove 

soot and creosote. 

 Buy firewood or chop wood. Store it in a dry place away from the exterior of 

your home. 

 Inspect the fireplace damper for proper opening and closing. 

 Check the mortar between bricks and tuckpoint, if necessary. 

3) Check the Exterior, Doors and Windows 

 Inspect exterior for crevice cracks and exposed entry points around pipes; seal 

them. 

 Use weather stripping around doors to prevent cold air from entering the home 

and caulk windows. 

 Replace cracked glass in windows and, if you end up replacing the entire 

window, prime and paint exposed wood. 

 If your home has a basement, consider protecting its window wells by covering 

them with plastic shields. 

 Switch out summer screens with glass replacements from storage. If you have 

storm windows, install them. 

4) Install Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

 Some cities require a smoke detector in every room. 

 Buy extra smoke detector batteries and change them when daylight savings ends. 

 Install a carbon monoxide detector near your furnace and / or water heater. 

 Test smoke and carbon monoxide detectors to make sure they work. 

 Buy a fire extinguisher or replace an extinguisher older than 10 years. 

5) Prevent Plumbing Freezes 

 Locate your water main in the event you need to shut it off in an emergency. 

 Drain all garden hoses. 

 Insulate exposed plumbing pipes. 

 Drain air conditioner pipes and, if your AC has a water shut-off valve, turn it 

off. 

 If you go on vacation, leave the heat on, set to at least 55 degrees. 
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6) Prepare an Emergency Kit 

 Buy indoor candles and matches / lighter for use during a power shortage. 

 Find the phone numbers for your utility companies and tape them near your phone 

or inside the phone book. 

 Buy a battery back-up to protect your computer and sensitive electronic 

equipment. 

 Store extra bottled water and non-perishable food supplies (including pet food, 

if you have a pet), blankets and a first-aid kit in a dry and easy-to-access 

location. 

 Prepare an evacuation plan in the event of an emergency.   


