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MCM CREW DOMINANT

After a 6 month deployment to the Gulf we are finally back in
San Diego. We returned back to the states and had a well
earned 14 day leave period. This time gave us the ability to re-
connect with our family and friends and decompress. On
December 5™ we reported back off of leave onboard USS
CHAMPION. We assumed her from MCMRON THREE and made
preparations for taking her to sea. A week later we were

operating USS CHAMPION at sea. Crew DOMINANT conducts small arms
qualifications at South Bay Rod and Gun Club.

The three day underway was busy for the entire crew. It started out with getting underway and
proceeding out to sea during a rare San Diego rain storm while conducting a Navigation drill package.
We capped off the day by mine hunting and conducting a Detect to Engage (DTE) scenario with the Mine
Neutralization Vehicle (MNV) while the engineers performed a set of drills and evolutions. Early the
next morning deck department was up bright and early getting ready to deploy a 5A magnetic influence
mine sweep. For several Minemen and Electricians this was their first sweep and a great learning
experience. After the successful sweep, the crew shifted their focus back to mine hunting and Explosive
Ordnance Deposal (EOD) boat vectoring. This allowed the boat crew and our sonar operators the
chance to work together and hone their skills. On December 14™ we moored CHAMPION at Bravo pier
on North Island and and started an ammunition offload. This consisted
of approximately 12,000 small arms rounds, 20 bomblets and 20 MPs
(Mission Packages). We completed the offload in only 3 hours and
headed to BAE shipyard. BAE will be CHAMPION’s temporary home for
about 6 months as the ship receives equipment and modifications. Our ¥0's POST 3
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command holiday party was held the next day at the Crown Plaza and
was a good time for all hands and their spouses. The holiday leave SEL's BLOG 3
period began on 16 December and the crew reported back onboard on

9 January relaxed and our primary focus turned to training. CHENG's PIT 4
It’s a nice change of pace being home with our family and friends. We OPS’s STAND 4
are taking full advantage of this time by decompressing while training .
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needed schools so we can maintain our crew’s mission readiness. RECOGNITION STAGE 5
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Greetings, Crew DOMINANT family and friends! | hope that everyone
enjoyed the holidays and has transitioned back into a comfortable routine
after re-uniting with your Sailors. As you read, the past two months have
been a period of transition for us as well. We embarked CHAMPION,
operated her at sea, entered BAE shipyard and completed our holiday
standdown period. USS CHAMPION has entered an extended maintenance
availability so that she can receive equipment upgrades that will help her
meet her extended lifespan. Unfortunately that will not let us complete our
training requirements before we can meet our scheduled deployment. To

meet these requirements we need to operate a ship at sea. We will be conducting a hull swap W|th
MCM Crew EXULTANT onto USS CHIEF (MCM 14) in early February. | know that seems like big news, but
hull swaps are common in the MCM Community and your Sailors are well versed and very good at
conducting them. Even though this hull swap will be occurring in the near future, we are still committed
to the maintenance and material improvement efforts that are ongoing onboard CHAMPION while we
continue to work on our own proficiency training.

With everything that is going on we are also focusing on our family and friends. The Holiday Party was
a great time and | hope to see everyone at our Crew Picnic that will be held at Mariner’s Park on
February 17™. On that note, | would like to introduce our new Command OMBUDSMAN, Mrs. Valerie
Williamson. She has volunteered to take the reins of this important position from Mrs. Irene Luttrell.
Mrs. Williamson brings with her a wide breadth of experience as she has served as an OMBUDSMAN for
her past five commands. She is excited to get to know our family and friends. If there are any issues
that you need to talk to someone about or if you have any questions about Crew DOMINANT, the MCM
Community or Navy, you can always call our Command OMBUDSMAN at (858) 232-5686, or email her at
“dominantfamily@gmail.com”. Continuing on the Family front, we are looking to rebuild our Family
Readiness Group (FRG). The first step is to find and appoint a FRG Leader. So if you feel the call to help
others and you would like to step up and organize family events for our crew, then I’'m looking for you.
If you’re interested, please contact me at co@mcm14.navy.mil or contact our Command OMBUDSMAN.

We’ve had a few new crewmembers join Crew DOMINANT over the past two months that I’d like to
recognize: ENS Kemp, EM1(SW) Johnson, LS2(SW) Goff, QM2(SW) Farr, MNSA Hawkey, and MNSA
Bowsher. Welcome to the Crew DOMINANT family! I'd also like to wish fair winds and following seas to
a couple of well established crewmembers: LTJG James Brown transferred to USS OAK HILL, LTJG Shawn
Johnson transferred to USS BONHOMME RICHARD, LTJG Edgar Carnecer transferred to USS MOUNT
WHITNEY, MM1(SW) Luttrell transitioned out of the Navy, EN2(SW) Pablo Diaz transferred to Southwest
Regional Maintenance Center, EN2(SW) Shane Milhoan transitioned out of the Navy, and EN3(SW)
Bobby Machado who transferred to EOD Mobile Unit Three. Fair Winds and Following Seas.

| hope you have started this year off right and enjoying every moment you have with your Sailor!
M. T. Erdner
Commanding Officer
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Greetings DOMINANT family! | hope you all had
a memorable holiday season and were able to
make good use of the well earned rest and
recuperation. Crew DOMINANT definitely
raised the bar on what to expect out of an MCM
Crew upon their return from deployment by
getting USS CHAMPION underway a mere week
after manning the ship. It was great to see
everyone working out the cobwebs in every
major mission area after being stuck in drydock
on USS SCOUT. You can be very proud of each
and every Sailor’s effort in accomplishing this
feat as | certainly am. Following that regrettably
short underway, USS CHAMPION’s maintenance
requirements have landed Crew DOMINANT
back in a shipyard, but luckily not a drydock this

SEL’s BLOG

time around. The
Crew is quickly
adapting to the
competing
demands of both
training for
deployment and
industrial

’

maintenance. It’s

certainly not an
easy task, but Crew DOMINANT is rising to the
occasion and | know the right Crew is on the
job.

Happy New Year, | want to personally
thank all our DOMINANT families for all the
support. Last year was a rough ride, but your
support made our days, weeks, weekends, and
months goes as smooth as the sun rises and set.
We are very lucky to have a great support team.
As we move forward in another amazing year, |
would like to wish your family the best and
hope that you succeed at achieving your New
Year’s Resolution.

Please continue to take the opportunity
to use all the free military resources, like
resume writing, job fairs, parenting skills, or
stress management courses. The command
would like to start up our idle Family Readiness
Group. If you are interested in joining or take
the led as the President for this program, please
email me at tony.bernard@mcm3i4.navy.mil/ .

The
Family Readiness
Group is a vital
part to our
command
mission
readiness. | am
excited to be
apart of the #1
MCM Crew and | look forward to meeting and
talking to all of you over the course of the year.

Remember to take some time to yourself,
because YOU desire every precious moment!

Happy New Year!
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CHENG's PIT

The beginning of December
coincided with the return of MCM
Crew Dominant to San Diego,
following a six month deployment
to FIFTH Fleet in Manama, Bahrain.
After some much deserved time off,
Crew DOMINANT immediately took
over USS CHAMPION again and
began to get her ready to get
underway. MCM Crew DOMINANT
immediately demonstrated their
professional and technical prowess
by taking CHAMPION out to sea
within a week of taking her over
and ended with the ship entering
BAE Shipyard for some upgrades
and repairs.

Despite the limited underway time
in December, engineering

OPS’s STAND

department remained busy and we
are focused on conducting repairs,
completing schools, training, and
insuring CHAMPION will be Ready
For Tasking following the
completion of her yard period.

During the month of December
Engineering Department said
goodbye as well as welcomed some
engineers. Welcome aboard Ensign
Steve Kemp of Pittstown, New
Jersey. Ensign Kemp joins the crew
as the Electrical Officer following
four years at the University of
Villanova. We said goodbye to
Lieutenant Junior Grade Johnston
and Carnecer as the left the
command to continue on their SWO
careers following a long successful

EM1(SW) Johnson verifies the
condition of the magnetic influence
tail as it is deployed on 13 December.

tour with MCM Crew DOMINANT.
We wish them continued success
and fair winds and following seas.

We hope all the friends and family
had a wonderful holiday and a great
New Year; we wish you the best in
2012! Thanks for your continued
support!

Over the last few weeks,
countries surrounding the
Arabian Gulf have stirred the
waters again with pointed
claims and threats concerning
the Strait of Hormuz. This strait
and our mission to keep them
open to free trade is a
significant reason why we
deploy to the Arabian Gulf and
maintain a constant presence.

While we all hope these recent
events will not lead to any
destructive actions, they bring
attention to our community and
the capabilities we posses. The
local news websites have been
leveraging off of this renewed
interest in the Mine Warfare
community in general and have
even published some

information regarding our
comrades in the Undersea
Warfare component branch
that you might find interesting.

MNC(SW/EXW) Stone discusses the
plans for small boat operations with
MN2(SW) Cadigan while manning
the boat deck.

“Dolphins Can Detect Mines In
Murky Water Using Sonar”

http://www.10news.com/news
/30344675/detail.html

Even though these folks
normally can’t work directly
from MCM'’s, we do work with
them from time to time and its
interesting to learn about some
of the amazing things your
Sailors get to work with when
we’re not in the shipyard.

On that front, we're all looking
forward to getting back to sea
again in USS CHIEF. While this
isn’t normally a ship that Crew
DOMINANT embarks, she is a
good ship that should serve us
well as we finish up our
preparations for deployment.
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SUPPO’s BIN

The department has been
busy taking over CHAMPION,
ordering the needed parts
and making sure the crew is
well fed. Once we arrived
back in San Diego we were
quickly out to sea for some
proficiency training and then
bringing her into a yard
period. We then got another
well deserved rest for our
holiday leave period and
came back well rested and
ready to work. The following
weeks have been spent on
training, supporting the crew

RECOGNITION STAGE

as needed and spending time
with our families.

CSSN Garcia standing port bridge wing
bearing taker as CHAMPION makes
her way to Bravo pier on 14DEC11 to
commence ammo offload.

We would like to welcome
LS2 Goff to our supply team.

Even though this is his first
ship, he has made an
immediate impact and has
been a very positive
influence in our department.
We will soon be saying
goodbye to CS2 Gant in April
and wish him the best with
his future endeavors.
Congratulations are due to
CS2 Nguyen for his recent
reenlistment and we look
forward to working with him
during his extended time
onboard.

AWARDEES

Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal Recipients: LT/G BROWN, LTJG JOHNSON, LTJG CARNERCER,
HM1(SW/FMF) MARTINEZ, EN2(SW) DIAZ, EN2(SW) MILHOAN, QM2(SW) MARRERO, EN3(SW) MACHADO.

Re-Enlistments: CS2 NGUYEN.

Senior Sailor of the Quarter: QM1(SW) WILSON.

JUNIOR Sailor of the Quarter: EN3(SW) HAILEY.

Blue Jacket of the Quarter: MNSN Pierce.

Senior Sailor of the Year

HM1 (SW/FMF) MARTINEZ

NEW ARRIVALS

Junior Sailor of the Year

QM2(SW) MARRERO

ENS KEMP, EM1(SW) JOHNSON, LS2(AW) GOFF, QM2(SW) FARR, MNSN BOWSHER, MNSN HAWKEY

FAREWELLS

LTJG BROWN, LTJG JOHNSON, LTJG CARNERCER, MM1(SW) LUTTRELL, EN2(SW) DIAZ, EN2(SW) MILHOAN, EN3(SW) MACHADO.
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