26 Feb 09
Update #8
Aloha Family and Friends,


We made it back out to sea!  I was getting tired of being in port and more importantly, I think we were all very cold by the time we finally took in all lines and headed out.  We have not hit tropical weather yet, but 65 feels pretty warm after a week or more in the 30s.  

The crew enjoyed the last few days in Yokosuka with visits to Tokyo with final stops by the Navy exchange to get last minute articles.  Normally port visits allow us an opportunity to catch up on topside preservation, however, the cold air put a damper on much of the topside panting efforts.  Our crew turned their efforts internally, and a number of spaces or bulkheads were sanded down and repainted.  Our goal is to have our ship come back looking sharper and in better material condition than when we left.  

While in Yokosuka, we gained eight new shipmates.  They are ENS Lance Page, ENS Kevin Schoner, CWO3 Keith Wagner, GSM2 Donavan Big, OS2 Alexander Garcia, OS2 Kinsley Valle, STG2 Walter Nichols, and CTTSN Gabrielle Griffin.  They were all eager to join our ship and now they have been aboard a few days, I can tell they have fit right in and are making impacts already.  Welcome aboard!

As normal, we are headed out to conduct more exercises and training and we have quite a number of people closing in on their Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist (ESWS) qualification.  To qualify ESWS, you pretty much have to know what everything aboard does and let me tell you, that is a lot of information.  I am glad I don’t have to sit in front of the chiefs and answer questions!  Well – maybe after 19 years I know a thing or two but the point is clear – our shipmates have to learn a significant amount of information about our ship in order to qualify.  Qualifying ESWS is great for each sailor and even better for the ship.  A Sailor wearing an ESWS pin is a Sailor who understands how all our systems work together and is therefore much better able to offer improvement suggestions or take corrective actions when something breaks.  Our Command Master Chief challenged our crew to achieve 60 ESWS qualifications on deployment.  That would be exceptional!

Not much else to say at the moment.  We have more drills scheduled for tomorrow and a flight deck movie Friday evening.  Saturday includes more drills and a spades tournament in the evening.  We are working hard but there remains time for some fun.  

IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).  We look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney
