14 Nov 08
Update #5
Aloha Family and Friends,


The exercises continue – and today is Friday – another week coming to a close.  
The exercises have been professionally rewarding and our Sea Warriors have been performing well.  Our performance will put in good stead for deployment.  However, I am not writing this update to talk about our exercises.  There is something much more important to talk about!

This evening we had a Mongolian BBQ.  It is not something we do very often because it takes a long time to prepare since you cook each meal individually.  Instead of the normal hour and 15 minutes we have for each meal, we set aside three hours for the feast.  The pictures we posted on today’s date are mostly of the Mongolian BBQ.  Additionally, it is a much more expensive meal than we normally serve so while we all might like to eat this way on a regular basis, we can’t afford to (because of money AND our waistlines!)  One thing you will note – there are a number of more senior shipmates doing jobs they don’t normally do in and around the meal.  Let me tell you what happened!

Our second class Petty officers have been looking for an opportunity to raise a little money for some special projects.  One idea was to auction off some of the more difficult/less fun jobs in the food preparation/clean up area.  In a sense, it is a reverse auction because the winners are on the clean up crew for the Mongolian BBQ.  For example; how much is someone willing to pay to see the CMC doing dishes?  Well, it turns out that quite a number of people were willing to pull their resources to see the CMC working on the mess decks.

The intent was to raise some money for the 2nd Class Association which could be used for the benefit of the Crew as we approach the holidays and deployment.  Support for our children’s Holiday Party plus a number of things or events around the ship (games/electronics etc) were the primary targets.  So what jobs are we talking about?  The trash room, the scullery, the deep sink, the chief’s food service attendant, the wardroom food service attendant, and others for a total of nine different positions.  The bidding was slow for the first couple of days but then it picked up and took off the last day or so.  
About 30 minutes before the bidding ended at 1400 this afternoon, it was a close competition.  Chief Reed, Chief Lee, the CMC, and STRIKE (ENS Welsch) were all in a virtual dead heat for the lead – the winner would spend three hours working in the trash compactor/pulper room.  Then the Bull Ensign (the senior most Ensign) walked down to the bidding table.  ENS Smith had been diligently canvassing the Wardroom to collect enough to put someone over the top.  That someone was the XO!  And for nearly double the next highest bid, LCDR Chase Patrick became the instant winner of the Mongolian BBQ.  As you can tell from the picture, he was a good sport and the money is going to a good cause – our own crew and families!  

Our Mongolian BBQ winners and their assignments follow.  Each winner was very gracious and acknowledged the good causes for their efforts.
Trash Room:


LCDR Patrick

Scullery(dish washer):
CTRC
Lee
Deep Sink:


OSC Reid

Deep Sink:


CTR2 Palermo
Food Service Attendant:
CMC Unnone

Food Service Attendant:
LT Hurley
Food Service Attendant:
ENS Owen

Food Service Attendant:
ENS Welsch

Food Service Attendant:
ET2 Wooten

In the end, the food was great, everyone walked around with a smile this evening and now my only concern is the upcoming Physical Readiness Test.  We will all have to hit the treadmill a couple more times this week as we make our way home.
My next update will be on a much more family friendly course, headed southwest towards the tropics. 

IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).  Keep smiling and home – we look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney

