6 Feb 09
Update #4
Aloha Family and Friends,


We are back underway after 5 days in Okinawa.  It was an interesting place.  Most of our crew had never been to Okinawa and I want to tell you, many of our crew really took advantage of the opportunity.  For example:


We pulled in on a Sunday – and remember, we are now ahead of you back home.  So – it was Sunday where we were but only Saturday where you were.  So arrived just in time for the Super Bowl!  Folks enjoyed their first night ashore in a few weeks and were able to gear up for a Super Bowl party which began at some of the base clubs at 0600 (that’s right 6 am) because kick-off was at 0823 (8:23 am).  It was pretty interesting to watch the Super Bowl while eating a continental breakfast.  Like everywhere, our sailors took sides and cheered for their team – Steeler fans were crushed with 2 ½ minutes left in the game and then were elated with 30 seconds left in the game.  Fortunately, the pier had cable access and the crew on duty on the ship was able to follow along with the progress of the game as well.  

The United States has maintained quite a presence on Okinawa since WWII.  There are a number of Marine bases and a very large USAF base (Kadina AFB).  Our sailors had the opportunity to take a shuttle up to Kadina and explore Okinawa from Kadina.  Taxis were plentiful, but I find that most of us would rather walk around a good bit of the time before jumping in a cab.  Kadina offered a wide range of opportunities in addition to the normal base functions such as the exchange, commissary, base clubs, golf etc.  Kadina was a great launching pad to take trips into the city and explore.  

Several of our sailors found a place called American Village which was not quite as American as the name would suggest – however, it did have a number of movie theaters with movies in English as well as a Starbucks.  American Village was the spring training home for one of the Japanese Professional Baseball teams and a few of our shipmates were able to enjoy a day in the ballpark – something which is even hard to do in Hawaii!

When we pull into port, our MWR will often attempt to coordinate with the local folks to set up tours for our sailors.  That has been happening on every ship I have been apart of and I have to admit, CHUNG-HOON takes tours to another level!  The same tours are offered to each ship, however, participation is usually pretty light and one ship our size might actually send 20 total sailors on a specific tour.  Well, we coordinated two tours and more than 140 of our shipmates participated in them (70+ per tour).  The first tour was of the Ocean Expo Park and Churaumi Aquarium.  It is the 3rd largest aquarium in the world and its tanks included several of the largest fish in the world, the whale shark.  Everyone I talked to came back excited and with a camera full of pictures.  The second tour as the Okinawa World/Gyokusendo Kingdom Village Tour.  The world tour was more directed towards Okinawa history, but it included walking through the second longest cave in Japan (over a mile long!) and an explanation/demonstration of local craft making.  Again, those making the tour took lots of pictures and really enjoyed themselves.

For our families and friends, I was proud of our crew – often people talk about joining the Navy and seeing the world, but often that means we pull in and stick together and really don’t “see the world” – not true aboard our ship – our shipmates took advantage of the opportunities!


Other than seeing the world, there were opportunities to play basketball and football against another ship in port with us.  While CHUNG-HOON did not quite come out on top in Basketball, it was a good game and we will be ready for a rematch in the next port should the opportunity arise. 

It was not all liberty, we did tackle some work on the ship.  There was planning to complete by the operations department and pretty much everyone was topside on duty days scrubbing rust and rust stains and then painting over the bare metal.  A steel ship sitting in salt water does make corrosion a challenge and thus far, we have been up to the challenge!


Now we are back underway and moving forward!  Liberty was fun but we have to keep our focus and we are best able to do that at sea!


A couple of shout outs for excellence are warranted:  

Three of our undesignated Seaman (shipmates who do not have a specific rating specialty yet) are elegible to take the March advancement and they have chosen to “strike” (chose) into the following ratings:

Seaman Dichelle Reid will take the exam for Quartermaster (QM - Navigation and signals)

Seaman Robert Molina will take the exam for Ship’s Serviceman (SH – ship’s store, laundry, barbershop)
Seaman Gabriel Carrizales will take the exam for Engineman (small boats, A/C units, steering)


Good luck!

ET1 Tamika Williams requalified Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist.

FC1 Shari Duffy qualified Officer of the Deck Inport 


Both are significant accomplishments – Congratulations!

IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).  We look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney
