28 June 09
Update #22
Aloha Family and Friends,


We have made it to Malaysia!  The last time I told you about our visit to Singapore and we also added the update describing what CARAT is and why we participate in these exercises.  We completed the Singapore phase very well.  Each US ship was paired with a  Singapore ship for both the exercises and the sports day when we came back into port.  We were paired with RSS STALWORT (RSS 72).  It is a very impressive ship which is even newer than CHUNG-HOON!  It is a bit smaller but that makes sense based on their normal operations.  What shocked us the most was that they only man their ships with 71 people – not many to do all the operations they have to execute.  Anyway, STALWORT and CHUNG-HOON joined forces to compete in Soccer, Basketball, Ultimate Frisbee, and tug of war.  It was a fun and friendly competition on the surface, but any time you get several ships together, particularly on deployment, bragging rights for the next underway become pretty important.  We won the skill sports!  Tug of War was our only loss and we decided that we can live with that.  Beyond the friendly and fierce competition, the sports day was all about allowing our two navies to sit and share experiences.

Over the two times we pulled into Singapore, our ship received a great “makeover.”  Preservation is something we work on nearly every single day.  A steel ship sitting in saltwater is a recipe for rust!  Taking care of the topside preservation is an all hands evolution (our Engineering and Supply departments included!).  On Wednesdays and Saturdays underway we focus all hands topside for 45 minutes to shine the brass, remove the rust and prep areas for painting.  Painting the sides really can only happen when we pull into a port and go pierside so the last time we worked on the sides of our ship was the last time we passed through Singapore in early March!  She needed some work and we did the job and now we are once again the sharpest looking ship on the water!

We got underway in Singapore in the middle of a torrential downpour.  Normally a ship at sea actually will drive towards a rain squall in order to use the fresh water to wash off the salt water – but a hard rain as we were pulling away from the pier is not what we were looking for.  Our anchor detail, all our line handlers, and those of us on the bridge team who needed to be out on the bridge wing were soaked!  Fortunately it was hot outside.

We had a two day transit up to Malaysia to begin CARAT Malaysia and we were able to complete some much needed ship specific training as well as relax on Sunday with our normal steel beach picnic.  


Last Monday began our last CARAT phase in Malaysia.  We always begin with an inport phase in order to iron out any last minute details for the at sea phase.  It also gives us the opportunity to meet our counterparts face to face before we see each other on the water.  We participated in three days of Community Relations Projects (COMRELs) in which our shipmates went to a school and played and interacted with children.  Often we work on schools or other shelters and it feels great to give back to the world community.

Since Friday, we have been underway conducting operations with the Malaysian Navy.  Some of the photos we posted to the website showed the photoex (a ship group photo) which always seems to look great but is not much fun to execute because we drive a whole bunch of ships really close together while a helo takes photos.  


Finally, the week would end effectively if we did not recognize some great performances and we did. 

Sea Warrior of the Week:  CTT3 Griffin

ESWS:  AW1 Ferdinando


  AT3 Westervelt


The big news of the Awards Ceremony came next.  We announced our Sailors of the quarter:
Blue Jacket Sailor of the Quarter:  SN (SW) Carrizales

Junior Sailor of the Quarter:  FC2 (SW) Cepeda

Sailor of the Quarter:  BM1 (SW) Sinohui


Each of these shipmates has done an exceptional job this past quarter and we are proud of them.  Even better, the board deliberations were extremely difficult which means that we have quite a number of sailors aboard who are truly doing an outstanding job!  This is not a surprise to our faithful readers – we have a whole lot of very good Sailors aboard CHUNG-HOON!


That is it for now.

IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).  We look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney
