22 May 09
Update #19
Aloha Family and Friends,


Maldives was an interesting experience for all hands.  The opportunity for fun on a beach similar to Hawaii was something everyone took advantage of.  Maldives had recently entered the low season and as a result, there were plenty of rooms at the various resorts and 50% off and our shipmates really had a great time!  There was not much in the way of souvenirs, but the pictures and memories will last much longer.  Each of the islands was made of coral and sand and the result was fantastic snorkeling, right from the shore.  Even Hawaii snorkeling could not measure up to the Maldives experience.  Given it was our first port in 49 days, we were all ready to relax on the beach for just a little while.  

After 4 days, we were back underway and operating in the Indian Ocean.  With a little rest under our belts, we were able to once again focus on operations and training to continue to push qualifications and to ensure our skills remained sharp.  It was not all hard work however…


At that point, our crew consisted of approximately 80 shellbacks and over 200 pollywogs.  As we passed through 00 00.00N, Davey Jones and King Neptune visited our ship and through a process of fun trials, our 200+ pollywogs completed the time honored tradition of the crossing the line ceremony.  The crossing-the-line ceremony dates back to the 1500’s and even earlier in the days of sail.  The “shellbacks” were those sailors aboard who had previously crossed the equator while the “pollywogs” were sailors who had not yet crossed the equator.  At a time where storms could easily destroy a ship, paying homage to the king of the deep seemed the logical thing to do in order to continue a safe voyage.  While certainly times have changed as the years have passed, the crossing the line ceremony has remained in various forms.  20+ years ago, the ceremony had lost some of the heritage aspect and since then, our Navy has worked very hard to restore the tradition such that it is a fun experience which continues to bond our sailors together into a team.  It was a fun and exciting morning.  King Neptune was pleased and now we have nearly 280 shellbacks aboard.  

The rest of the day was a catch-up day which was nice and got us ready for the rest of the week.  More drills, training and evolutions filled the schedule.  We did our normal Friday awards ceremony and the following people were recognized:

ESWS qualifiers:  
CS1 Carbins




ET3 Senas




CTR3 Marosky
EAWS qualifier: 
ADAN Small

NC1 Corey was awarded a Navy Achievement Medal for her outstanding work as our Mess Decks Master-at-arms.

CTTSN Gonzales was recognized as our Sea Warrior of the Week

LT Harbaugh was recognized as the wing tactician of the quarter.  


It was quite an exciting evening.

That is it for now.

IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).  We look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney
