15 Mar 09
Update #10
Aloha Family and Friends,


It has been an interesting nearly two weeks and I apologize for not writing a letter sooner but we have been busy.  Not much to tell, thought I want you to know that we have executed all tasking extremely well.  That is true across all departments from engineering to combat systems, supply to navigation and weapons to the air department each section of our ship performed exceptional well.  I could not be more pleased or proud of their effort and their results.

On to some of the events of the last couple of weeks:  

We found an oiler a little over a week ago and filled up the tanks.  It was a challenge because the seas were not cooperating in the morning when we first went alongside.  While we were able to get some gas, it was not enough.  You might ask, what does it mean that the seas weren’t cooperating?  Well, when two ships conduct an underway replenishment, they drive next to each other at about 15 mph, roughly 180 ft apart.  That seems like a pretty good distance until you actually get alongside another ship and look over – then 180 feet is not far at all!  Later that afternoon, the seas calmed down enough to get back alongside and get the rest of the gas we needed.  Do you ever wonder what the bill would be for 100,000 gallons of gas?  All I can say is that we have a pretty big credit card!  More importantly, just as we started to come alongside in the afternoon, it started to rain.  Not a drizzle mind you, but a down pour.  Most of the time at sea, we drive through minor rain squalls which last 15-30 minutes, but not that day; it rained hard for the entire 2 hours alongside.  Most of us were drenched in the first 15 minutes and after that, we just emptied out our boots every so often.  Fortunately the weather was warm so most of our shipmates did not get cold on station immediately.  ENS Renaldo Rodgers was our Conning officer (he gave the orders to keep CHUNG-HOON positioned alongside the oiler) and he did a great job in spite of the weather.  Our team did a great job and it will surely be something we all remember for a very long time.  Since most people’s boots needed to dry out, tennis shoes were an authorized part of our uniform for several days.  It is funny to see people walking around in uniform with tennis shoes on – it just doesn’t look right!

On to recent awards.  In the last 12 days, we have had a number of shipmates doing exceptional things.  Many of our crew are hard at work on their warfare qualifications.  For the officers, that is the Surface Warfare Officer (SWO) qualification and for our enlisted crew members, it is the Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist (ESWS) qualification.  We have a goal of qualifying 60 ESWS and 10 SWO.  It is a substantial goal and we are well on our way.  The following shipmates qualified ESWS since my last letter:

CTT1 Justin Clark


CTR1 Jedidiah Hendry

EM2 Marc Schubert


EN3 Jesse Lindner

CTR2 Michael Palermo

BMSN Kelly Chan

6 down, 54 to go.  Their names will go on the ESWS plaque hanging in the crew’s mess.

We have had two Sea Warriors of the Week (Our Junior Enlisted superstar of the week):  

IT3 Michael Carlin did a phenomenal job in radio two weeks ago and with our computer network systems.  His effort was well above the level normally expected of a third class petty officer.
STGSN Derrick Group was selected for his outstanding performance this past week.  In addition to normal watchstanding and training, he corrected numerous discrepancies to CA division spaces and equipment.  

We had three additional awards last week for specific achievement:

STG1 Jeffrey Harris was awarded an Admiral’s Letter of Commendation for his outstanding performance planning and supervising a sonar dome inspection (before we left for deployment).  He has a demanding task which required total focus and he did it very well.

IT2 Michael Reyes was awarded an Admiral’s Letter of Commendation for his outstanding performance during our San Diego work-up period.  Our communications division is undermanned and Michael is an expert – he was our go to man to ensure all our communications requirements were satisfied – it was a fantastic job.

EM1 Reginald Galloway was awarded a Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal for his performance over the last several years aboard CHUNG-HOON.  EM1 Galloway is the last plank owner in the Engineering Department and he has given CHN almost 5.5 years of outstanding service.  He is looking forward but it will be a sad day when we walks of the brow in the next couple of weeks.  

That catches all of you up on the awards around the ship.  This weekend was a normal underway weekend – in addition to any outside tasking, we continue to run drills and exercises and train to make sure all our skills remain sharp.  Whether the drills are tactical, responding to simulated engineering, combat systems, damage control or medical casualties, something is happening every day to keep our team focused.  Many of the above exercises are isolated events which focus training on small groups of our shipmates.  For example, it is not uncommon for our Doc (HMC Tice) to walk down a passage way, walk up to the nearest person and ask him/her to lay down on the deck and state he feels like his leg is broken and then watch and train the shipmates around our “casualty” conduct first aid.  Stuff like that takes only 15 minutes with 3-5 people and done nearly every day, it is great training for the entire crew.  It is part of our steady strain approach to ensure we are ready for any tasking.

More on the weekend – we planned a flight deck movie for Friday night but the weather turned south so we moved the movie indoors to our site TV system.  The Saturday night MWR event was a Guitar Hero contest.  You can see some of the pictures on the website.  Many of us enjoyed watching and the competition was tight!  The winners are as follows:  
First place:  FC2 Jeffery Gerkens

Second Place:  STGSA Corey Cass

Third Place:  FC2 James Hays


Finally, we enjoyed our favorite hat Sunday which included a steel beach picnic on the flight deck.  The Operations Department was manning the grills this time around and the Chicken was great!  Sunday steel beaches are a great way to relax ever slow slightly while we continue our forward progress.


This was a long update – and I think we should be back on track with more normal updates and photos.  Thanks for your understanding – your shipmates have been doing a spectacular job!

IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).  We look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney
