29 Oct 08
Aloha Family and Friends,


This is the first letter in a series I will post to our website to keep you up to date on what we are doing while we are away from home.  By way of introduction, my name is CDR Mike McCartney and I assumed command of USS CHUNG-HOON from CDR Jim Aiken about two weeks ago.  Jim did a great job in command and we wish the whole Aiken family well as they head to Washington DC and their next Navy position.  


My background/biography is located in the command section of the website so I won’t repeat any of it here – simply put, I am excited to have the opportunity to be in command of USS CHUNG-HOON.  My shipmates are your husbands, wives, sons, daughters etc.  That is the best part of my job.  I get to walk around and observe, teach, and train with each of our sailors.  Enough about me – the point of these letters is to tell you what is going on aboard CHUNG-HOON.  The general plan is:  I expect to post a letter to the website about once a week.  I will look to post them more frequently when time allows.  I generally won’t post them in port.

  Since you found this letter, you know about the family and friends link on our website and you were able to get to the page which shows links to daily pictures and to the commanding officer updates.  The daily pictures are interesting as well.  I walk all around the ship each day and as I walk around, occasionally take a picture of one or more of our shipmates doing their jobs.  It won’t be long before everyone on the ship has been on the website.  Unfortunately, I can’t put names on the website so you will have to go through each to see what we are doing.  


So – We recently got underway and we are now operating off the coast of California as part of the strike group.  We train together here in preparation for deploying overseas.  We expect to conduct lots and lots of exercises as we continue to get better at working together - more on that in future letters.  The focus of this letter is our in port time in San Diego.  We were here for just little more than a week.  As far as I can tell, most of us had a great time visiting the city, spending time with friends off the ship, spending time with former shipmates who are not on San Diego based ships and some times just relaxing in a barracks room for an evening rather than sleeping on the ship.  But this stop was not for pleasure – it was a working port and let me tell you, we worked!
Each department had some major jobs to complete.  Air Department spent most of the time over on North Island completing a helicopter swap and a challenging weapons handling test.  The Combat Systems folks were heavily involved in maintenance and upkeep of our highly complex AEGIS weapons system.  One of the less mission critical but very important things – our internal site TV was not working as well as we might like and our IC personnel were able to work on the system and improve the video signals dramatically.  Our Weapons Department completed a major weapon stowage and handling review.  It was not an easy inspection and they did very well.  Additionally, we did a considerable amount of security training while in port.  One evaluator commented that he was bored – because he did not have to teach our watchstanders anything.  That is great news.  

Our Engineering Department also had a full plate while in San Diego.  Often they can’t do normal maintenance on equipment until we are pierside and shut down.  This week was no exception and they really worked hard to make sure our engineering plant was ready for our return to sea.  Our Operations Department led the charge with topside preservation.  We were able to completely clean and paint the starboard side of the ship as well as work on major areas of the port side.  I got on the paint float once to watch their progress first hand.  Must of the rest of the Operations Department personnel participated in planning for this underway – what exercises, what order and how will the ships work together to accomplish the mission.  We will find out in the next few days how successful they were – I am sure they were!

Our Supply Department works hard underway but they really ratchet it up when we pull in for a working port.  Parts, mail, stores including food, sodas, are a constant challenge.  Parts are the lifeblood of the other department’s maintenance efforts.  Equally, we still need to eat!  Our culinary specialists continued to provide great meals and exceptional service.  

And that is about it for the first letter.  I anticipate singling out individuals from each department for additional recognition in future letters.  However, in closing, we just learned that SH1 Martinez was selected as the MIDPAC Sailor of the Quarter for the third quarter.  That is quite an honor and we are all proud he is part of our crew!

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney

