22 Jan 09
Update #1
Aloha Family and Friends,

We are back underway and this time for a long one!  At least 6 months and maybe longer.  We have been underway for a couple of days now and I figure it is about time to write and tell everyone what is going on aboard CHUNG-HOON!


Deployment day is always one filled with mixed emotions, largely driven by circumstances.  For those of us with families on the pier, it was hard to say good bye.  You put a smile on your face and wave but there is no two ways about it, you are going to miss your family and it is truly real when the ship pulls away from the pier and again as we wave to families as the ship passes Hickam AFB.  For those without families on the pier and in particular, our newest crew members (often single), the feeling is one of excitement and anticipation.  The mantra of “Join the Navy and see the world” is still true today and many aboard are looking forward to our first stop along the way.  Our first stop remains on track.

Now that we are out and on our way, let me tell you a little about what we have been doing!  We have been practicing our immediate actions for a man overboard situation.  Maneuvering the ship quickly around to pick up a shipmate who fell overboard is a challenging task so we practice it regularly.  Now you might ask, what do we practice with?  We don’t ask for volunteers – we have the same volunteer each time – his name is OSCAR is a life size properly weighted dummy we use for training.  The Oscar flag is the flag flown to indicate a man overboard and over the years, the training dummies have assumed the name OSCAR.  Sometimes Oscar ends up in the water and other times our Seamanship Training team will throw one of our life rings.  Two days ago Oscar was spared the swim in favor of a life ring but I think he might be up for a dip tomorrow!  


What else have we done?  Drills, drills, and more drills.  I hope that is what you wanted to hear – but even if it is not, it is what I want to hear!  During nearly every transit, we always take every opportunity to train.  Sometimes it is individual and small group training for specific watch stations, other times it more general and focused more towards the two of the most important qualifications aboard, Surface Warfare Officer for officers and Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist for our enlisted.  When a shipmate earns a warfare pin aboard, they have achieved a significant professional milestone and our ship has gained an individual with significant and broad ship-wide knowledge.  This makes us a far more effective ship!

Some miscellaneous notes you might find interesting:
1. Today we had the December birthday meal aboard.  All of our shipmates with Birthdays in December ate together – steak and crab legs.  It looked great and I think there were a number of us wishing we had been born in December!

2. MWR (moral, recreation, and welfare) events get into full swing this weekend.  Since I will address those in a future update, I will end here – know that we have some fun events planned.

3. We are a couple of hours behind now – you know how sometimes it would be nice to have more time in the day – well, for the last two nights, we have!

That’s it for now.  

IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).  We look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney

