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    The United States Constitution.  It was written on September 17, 1787 in Philadelphia at the Federal Convention.  It was ratified on June 21, 1788, with New Hampshire becoming the ninth state to ratify it.  The Constitution contains a preamble, seven original articles, 27 amendments and a closing paragraph.  The first 10 amendments in the Constitution are the Bill of Rights, limiting the power of the federal government and protecting the rights of all citizens.

    The Constitution and the Bill of Rights stand as a symbol of the freedom and liberty this country holds dear and that has been a standard in other democratic societies around the world.  These documents have helped make our country the “melting pot” of the world, with individuals coming from all across the world to be a part of this country.  The “American Dream” says that anybody, from anywhere, at anytime, can achieve their goals and wants by working hard and doing what is right.

    Recently, three Sailors from dock landing ship USS Whidbey Island (LSD 41) recently took the next step toward the “American Dream” by becoming legalized citizens of the United States of America.

    CS3(SW) Michelle Z. Predingue, BM3(SW) Ruth P. Caicedo and DCFN(SW) Perla E. Torres from Manila, Philippines, Ecuador and Chihuahua, Mexico respectively, each became official citizens of the United States on September 18th  at the United States Immigration Services in Norfolk, Virginia.  

    For the three, it was an objective well worth the effort to achieve.

    “I feel privileged to now be a citizen because it opens up opportunities down the line,” acknowledged Predingue.

    Some saw it as an honor to now have the same entitlements many of our forefathers fought for.

    “It’s awesome to now have the rights and freedom that I’ve helped serve for two years now,” added Torres.

    To reach this accomplishment, there was a substantial amount of feats to obtain, resulting in a years worth of work for all three.    The process involved filling out an application, tons of studying, a background check, tests on American History, Civics, and reading and writing comprehension.  

    Now that the three are citizens, it means even more that they are serving their country as Sailors in U.S. Navy.

    “It means a lot to me because I’m protecting my new country and those I represent and I’m a citizen of the country I’m serving,” explained Predingue.  

    As much as it means to them and the rights they are defending, it means more to their loved ones to now be an American.

    “My family is very excited that I’m a citizen and also a Sailor for my new country,” Prendingue stated.  “Their more proud that I’m the first in my family to become a citizen but hopefully not the last.”

    While there’s a sense of pride in serving one’s country and being a citizen of that country, there are also benefits that come with both.

    “Being a citizen makes being in this country and aspects of it easier and sets up options and opportunities that I didn’t have before hand,” admitted Caicedo.  “From voting to buying a house, it allows me to feel safe and have the basic rights of others in America.”

    While there are many advantages for now being a citizen, there just as many benefits for being a citizen and a Sailor according to the three.

    “I hope to one day become an officer, so being a citizen will allow me to move up higher and get clearance and schools I might not have otherwise been able to get,” said Caicedo.

    “I would like to cross rate one day as a legalman and enter the legal field,” declared Torres.  “It’s going to make that conversion a lot more simple now being a citizen.”

    All the hard work has paid off in many ways, but it also revealed some values and skills some of the three never thought they had.

    “I’ve learned that preparation and dedication can take you a long way,” said Caicedo.  “It might take a while, but patience and dedication can take you anywhere.”

    Some hope to use their time in the Navy and the benefits of now being a citizen to build a life and career after their Naval career.

    “I want to one day work in the dental and medical field,” said Predingue.  “I want to cross rate and into the field and when I get out, continue working in those fields.”

    All three have worked hard to become citizens and attain the “American Dream”, just as the many others who have traveled to the United States before them and, just like those that came before them, they hope that others will follow the same route to reach their aspirations.

    “I would like to see others dedicate themselves if they want to be a part of this country,” urged Torres.  “Whether it’s while serving in the military like me or not, you’ve got to find every way, do it the right way and don’t give up.”
