COMREL Basketball

Story written by:  ENS Richter 

On Friday, January 4, a group of sailors from the USS Whidbey Island (LSD 41) traveled to a local Dubai gym to play a basketball game against a team from the Al Ahli Sports Club.  In all, 14 crewmembers played and another 14 came to watch the game and support the team.  The opponents were highly skilled locals, with two who had played professionally in the United States.   The highlight of the game occurred when one of the 6’10 professional players, slam dunked the ball after jumping over the top of one of the WHIDBEY ISLAND smaller players.  The sailors that participated in the game were ENS Stephen Richter, ENS Carlon Haywood, QM1 Sean Chatman, BM2 Rondell Lockhart, BM2 Sharine Corley, IT2 Brian Coleman, BM3 Anza Smith, BM3 Rene Rodriguez, SN Brandon Lott, SN Jerry Bates, SN Stoney Minter, SN Jermaine Brooks, SN Herschel Hudson, and SN Jose Abreu.  All the participants had a good time, even though the final score was 120-58 in favor of the Al Ahli Sports Club.  The basketball served as a good community relations project and the sailors of the Whidbey Island were able to see and experience some of the local culture.  At the end of the game, a Whidbey Island plaque was presented to the Al Ahli Coach thanking them for hosting the event.  
