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June 5, 2011
     Release No. 11-37
Bataan Remembers Battle of Midway  

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Elijah G. Leinaar, USS Bataan Public Affairs

USS BATAAN, Mediterranean Sea – Sailors aboard the multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5) spent June 4 and 5 remembering and reflecting on their heritage and the historic actions of naval personnel who gallantly fought in battle that marked the turning point of the war in the Pacific. 

Bataan honored the 69th anniversary of the Battle of Midway with a number of events as the ship conducted operations in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 
The Battle of Midway took place June 4 – 7, 1942, and is considered to be the turning point of the war in the Pacific. With the help of American code breakers, a carrier striking force, augmented by shore-based patrol bombers, defeated an Imperial Japanese navy carrier task force. The Navy’s actions in the Pacific prevented Japanese forces from capturing Midway and changed the course of the war. 

“It’s important we take advantage of every opportunity we have to connect with our heritage,” said Capt. Steve Koehler, Bataan’s commanding officer. “By reflecting upon these significant events in our Navy’s history and opening the dialogue among the crew, we’re honoring the legacy of courage and valor from years past and helping to set the course for the Navy of tomorrow.”

Koehler made an announcement over the ship’s general announcing system (1MC) encouraging the crew to remember the Sailors who served before them and to use their weekend to reflect on the importance of the historic events that took place during the Battle. Bataan’s command chaplain followed Koehler on the 1MC with words of reflection during the evening prayer, setting the tone for the following day’s sentiment.

“I appreciate us having the time to think about the Battle of Midway,” said Logistic Specialist 3rd Class (SW/AW) Michael Furgason, Bataan’s Blue Jacket of the Year. “I look forward to spending some time outside gazing at the ocean and the sunlight. America's come a long way, and I think it's very important for young people to take time to recognize the people that came before us and who made our lives what they are today.”
Bataan’s Chief Petty Officers gathered on the ship’s flight deck dressed in black ties and working khaki uniforms for a retro-style group photo. The group then split up to recreate and photograph scenes similar to those of the 1940s. Sailors also had the opportunity to watch “Midway,” the 1976 theatrical movie, which played over the ship’s closed circuit television throughout the weekend.
“Having the chain of command support this remembrance speaks volumes,” said Furgason. “It puts up front that our chain of command cares—with burials at sea ceremonies and other observances, it says a lot when the CO makes time for our history and remembers those who served.” 

Battle of Midway commemoration ceremonies are held around the world and continue to keep the past alive. Bataan is deployed to the Mediterranean Sea and a long way from the Pacific Ocean where the historic event took place so many years ago, but what Midway represents lives strong in the ship’s Sailors. 
"So many lives were lost in the Battle of Midway," said Furgason. “It's because of those before us that we are-who-we-are and America is the best-of-the-best. I think we see it day-in and day-out on the Bataan.”
Bataan is the command ship of the Bataan Amphibious Ready Group (ARG), supporting maritime security operations and theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 
For more news from USS Bataan, visit www.news.navy.mil/local/lhd5/.
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