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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
April 19, 2012
    Release No.  12-13
Deputy, Supreme Allied Commander Transformation, Visits Bataan
U.S. Navy story by Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Hannah Wilhide, USS Bataan Public Affairs
USS BATAAN, Norfolk, VA. (April 19, 2012) – General Mieczyslaw Bieniek, Deputy Supreme Allied Commander Transformation, and several of his guests visited Sailors aboard multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5) Thursday, April 19th.
The Allied Command Transformation is a NATO command located in Norfolk, Va. Its task is to lead military transformation of allied forces and capabilities, while using new concepts and doctrines to improve the structure and capability of NATO commands. Bieniek, a general in the Polish Army, was given a guided tour of the ship, which included both meetings with Bataan Sailors and a discussion of the ship’s capabilities with senior officers. While the primary goal of the visit was to familiarize Bieniek with the aviation and amphibious functions of Bataan, the General also made an impact on the Sailors he met during his tour.  

“It was an honor and great pleasure to have the General visit us here on Bataan,” said Hospital Corpsman 1st Class(SW) Kelly Pickton, Dental Leading Petty Officer. “He made it clear he cares about what we do, and understands the sacrifices we have to make.”
After completing the tour, Bieniek spoke with the ship’s duty section, and was presented with a ship’s plaque commemorating his visit.
“I am always proud to be able to host a tour of the mighty Bataan,” said Capt. Erik M. Ross, Commanding Officer, USS Bataan. “These visits are a vital way to showcase the hard work and dedication of our Sailors as they carry this ship into an overhaul and get her ready to go back to sea and carry out our nation’s tasking.”
Ross also said the visit by the NATO Deputy was an excellent way to foster continued positive relations with allied nations.

USS Bataan recently returned home from a deployment, and is in home port Norfolk, Va., undergoing a planned maintenance availability. 
For more news from USS Bataan, visit www.news.navy.mil/local/lhd5/. 
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