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Bataan Sailors Earn Citizenship
By Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Hannah Wilhide, USS Bataan Public Affairs
USS BATAAN, Norfolk, Va. (April 17, 2012) – Five Sailors from the multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5) reached a milestone in their lives when they raised their right hands to become United States citizens during a naturalization ceremony held on the mess decks aboard Bataan April 17.
Aviation Boatswain’s Mate(Fueling) Airman Wei Wu, a native of China, Machinist’s Mate Fireman(SW) Junmin Jia, a native of China, Electrician’s Mate 3rd Class(SW) Karla Martinez, a native of Ecuador, and Airman Marcglenn Orcullo and Airman Edhessar Tungol, both natives of the Philippines, are now United States citizens.
“I’ve been working towards obtaining citizenship for a few months,” said Orcullo. “I wanted to gain citizenship so my family and I could feel stable and know we had a place in America and I decided that enlisting in the United States Navy would help speed up the process.”

According to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services(USCIS), it takes an average of three to five years for a non-servicemember to obtain citizenship. However, being a servicemember speeds up the process, and even allows Sailors to become U.S. citizens while serving overseas.

Bataan’s Legal Department plays a critical role in getting Sailors naturalized. Legal helps the sailors fill out paperwork and properly file their packages to ensure the fastest acceptance so the Sailors can be on their way to becoming U.S. citizens.
“Fortunately, the naturalization process is no longer that difficult for military members,” said Legalman 1st Class Amanda Whaley, primary Legalman on board. “USCIS has been working 
-more-

with military members for years to expedite their naturalization process.”

The USCIS has its own unit that only handles military packages. The servicemembers’ packages still go through Homeland Security but are processed mainly by the military. 
“I’ve been working toward getting my citizenship since May 2011,” said Martinez. “Now that I am a United States citizen I can enjoy all the freedoms and benefits and accomplishing this goal makes me feel like a better person.” 

USS Bataan is in homeport Norfolk Naval Station undergoing a maintenance availability. 
For more news from USS Bataan, visit www.news.navy.mil/local/lhd5/.
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