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Bataan’s ABFs Support Mission At Hand
Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class James Turner, USS Bataan Public Affairs

USS BATAAN, Mediterranean Sea – Aircraft launch, land and swarm around the multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5) like bees around a beehive.  The only difference is, instead of honey, the aircraft are running off jet propulsion 5 (JP-5). 

Aviation Boatswain’s Mate Fuelers (ABF), also known as “Fuelies” aboard the Bataan, are the Sailors who make sure that flight operations are possible every day by keeping aircraft full of clean, clear and bright fuel. They are responsible for many things, including filtering, testing, and pumping fuel throughout the ship.  
“We take our jobs very seriously,” said Avaition Boatswain’s Mate (Fuel) 3rd Class (AW) Drayce Moore. “We filter all of the fuel and we are constantly taking test samples because we have multimillion dollar equipment and, more importantly, people’s lives in our hands.”
Bataan has more than 40 fuelies who maintain up to 650,000 gallons of JP-5, while working in four main areas.  They work in two different pump rooms, where JP-5 is filtered and pumped through purple pipes throughout the ship, ending at two fueling stations in the hangar bay, one on the well deck, and six on the flight deck.  They also work in a quality assurance office testing fuel and the flight deck where refueling of Bataan’s aircraft during flight operations is done. 

“Fuelies work all over the ship, but we keep in constant communication with each other,” said Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Fuel) 2nd Class (AW/SW) Jordan Jenakovich. “The guys who work in the pump rooms communicate to the flight deck seven decks above in order to find out when and where to pump the fuel so we can refuel an aircraft safely.”
-more-

Fuelies are trained to work safely and proficiently in each area they are assigned to.  While in A-school, Fuelies are taught a basic understanding of what it is to be an ABF.  
 “I learned everything from the characteristics of fuel to different components of pumps, and how the filtering process works,” said Jenakovich.  “Although we are taught a lot during our three months in A-school, I believe we learn even more while on the job which helps us to achieve mission readiness.”
Bataan’s Fuelies process anywhere from 10,000 to 15,000 gallons of fuel on a given day, keeping them busy for up to 18 hours a day depending on the length of flight operations.

“All of the work that goes into making sure all of the aircraft get refueled safely and successfully is worth it to me because I feel that we play a big role in Bataan’s mission,” said Moore.
Bataan is the command ship of the Bataan Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) conducting maritime security operations and theater security cooperation effort in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of responsibility.
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