
Goetsch Hall 
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It was Feb. 19, 1953, when Thomas August Goetsch 
(pronounced like "fetch" but with a "g") was born in 
Libertyville, Ill. to Betty and Harvey Burton Goetsch. 
They moved to Memphis where he grew up and 
attended Whitehaven and Hillcrest High Schools. 
 
In December 1971, his father signed the consent 
forms for him to join the U.S. Navy since he was a 
minor. He enlisted Jan. 13, 1972, for four years. He 
became an aviation boatswain's mate (aircraft 
handling) airman apprentice after completing training 
in Orlando, Fla. and Lakehurst, N.J.  
 
Sadly, his 19th birthday would be his last – he was 
lost overboard the USS Kitty Hawk (CVA-63) on 
Sept. 17, 1972, in the Gulf of Tonkin while night 
flying operations were being conducted. 
 
The Kitty Hawk was 115 nautical miles off the coast of North Vietnam at the time. An alarm was 
sounded immediately and a search ensued. The USS Dewey (DLG 14) sighted Goetsch within 
five minutes, immediately launched boats, and positioned flares and life rings in the water. The 
area was well illuminated and several people saw him vanish beneath the surface within 50 yards 
of the life rings and swimmers that had been dispatched to assist him. Although he was wearing 
standard Navy survival equipment, his life vest apparently was not inflated. A continued search 
of the area provided no further signs of him. His remains were never recovered. 
 
When Naval Air Technical Training Center, Millington constructed a new training building (S-
768), they sought and received permission from the Chief of Naval Operations to name the new 
facility after Goetsch. Construction on the 3.6 million dollar, three-story complex was completed 
in January 1975. 
 
A dedication ceremony for the 13,460 square foot structure was held May 16, 1975. It was the 
first training building at this base designed especially for individualized (self-paced) instruction. 
It was built to accommodate almost 2,000 students and administrative personnel with NATTC 
Millington's Avionics Training Department After NATTC Millington moved to Pensacola, Fla. 
in 1996, Goetsch Hall was renovated and modified to house the Navy Personnel Command, 
which still occupies the building today. 



 
Most of Goetsch's family attended the 1975 dedication including his parents, three sisters 
(Cheryl, Susan and Jeannine), brother Michael, and his grandparents, Mrs. and Mrs. August 
Goetsch. His grandparents have since died, and his mother died in 2001. His father now lives in 
Lady Lake, Fla. Cheryl Doran lives in Auburn Hills, Mich.; Susan Mulac in Barrington, Ill.; 
Jeannine Fabry in Memphis; and Michael Goetsch in Benton, Ark. 
 

 
This story, by Pam Branch, was originally published in the Bluejacket Newspaper on April 18, 
2003. 
 
Goetsch Hall now houses the Navy Casualty, Career Progression and Reserve Personnel 
Management Departments, Supply and Logistics, Office of the Chief Information Officer, Public 
Affairs and the MyNavy Career Center. 
 
 

   


