
Engineering Duty (ED) Officers are the technical and business 

leaders of the Navy. We are a unique cadre (800+) of highly 

motivated Naval Officers with a broad continuum of operational 

(fleet) experience and engineering expertise. EDs develop ships 

and integrated warfare systems to meet the needs of our deployed 

Naval and Marine forces. We lead the integration of research and 

development, design, acquisition, construction, modernization, 

and life cycle management.  

The ED Community is looking for top performers in Ship 

Systems Engineering, Combat Systems, and Command, Control, 

Communications, Computers, Intelligence, Surveillance, and 

Reconnaissance (C4ISR) who want to make a difference in 

today’s Navy and in the Navy of tomorrow.  

All EDs earn a technical Master’s Degree either at Naval 

Postgraduate School (NPS) or Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (MIT) in one of the following disciplines: Electrical 

& Electronic Engineering, Combat Systems Engineering, 

Naval/Mechanical Engineering, Space Systems Engineering, 

Systems Engineering, Computer Science, Naval Construction and 

Engineering, and Nuclear Engineering.  Additionally, EDs 

participate in Continuing Education to maintain technical 

proficiency.    

Careers in the ED Community are flexible and typically tailored 

to match the technical expertise and interests of the individual 

officer.  EDs usually focus on one or more of the following 

Career Areas: 

 Engineering and Technology (E&T)
EDs in Engineering and Technology provide the fleet’s

perspective to the Navy’s laboratories, Warfare Centers, and the

Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA).  E&T EDs guide or

conduct basic research, exploratory research, and advanced

development to meet high priority operational needs.  Premier

jobs are the Commanding Officer positions at the Warfare

Centers and the Naval Research Lab (NRL).

 Acquisition Program Management
Acquisition Program Management includes establishing the

requirements for and leading the design of new ships and their

systems, supervising the integration of weapons and electronic

systems into these ships, and serving in the Program Office

acquiring ships and their systems.  The premier jobs in this field

are the Major Program Manager positions for multi-billion dollar

acquisition programs and the Supervisors of Shipbuilding.

 Fleet Maintenance Support
Approximately 50% of ED jobs are associated with Fleet

Maintenance Support.  Most positions are in Naval Shipyards,

Regional Maintenance Centers, private shipyards, and Fleet

Command Staffs.  Officers in these positions supervise the

planning, execution, and testing of the repair and modernization

of ships and ship systems.  The premier Fleet Maintenance

Support jobs are the Naval Shipyard Commander and Regional

Maintenance Center Commanding Officer positions.

Within their Career Areas, EDs can further specialize in: 

 Ships and Ship Systems Engineering
EDs in this area concentrate on the design, construction, repair,

and modernization of ships and their systems   EDs in this

specialty further focus on either surface ships or submarines.

Sub-specialization in electrical power systems, industrial

manufacturing, quality control, hydrodynamics, structures and

acoustics is also possible.

 Electronic Systems Engineering
Electronic Systems Engineers design, acquire, install and support

surveillance systems, navigation systems, and command and

control systems for warships, aircraft, ground forces, and space

systems.

 Combat/Weapons Systems Engineering
The design, engineering, and acquisition of new combat/weapons

systems, such as ship self defense systems, guns, torpedoes,

mines, cruise missiles, strategic missiles, and ballistic missile

defense are the domain of Combat / Weapons Systems Engineers.

 Diving and Salvage
EDs provide the Navy’s

technical leadership in Diving

and Salvage and are responsible

for all aspects of ocean

engineering, including salvage,

underwater ship repair, towing

and diving/salvage equipment

development and procurement.
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Most of the ED billets are at shore commands such as NAVSEA 

in Washington DC, the Space and Naval Warfare Systems Center 

(SPAWAR) in San Diego CA, Naval Shipyards, Supervisors of 

Shipbuilding, Naval Surface Warfare Centers, and Naval 

Undersea Warfare Centers. 

EDs also have the opportunity for exciting sea tours including 

Combat Systems Officers on Aircraft Carriers, EMO on 

command ships, MPA / Chief Engineers / Reactor Officers on 

Aircraft Carriers, and Repair Officers on tenders. 

Overseas assignments include serving with our allies in Australia, 

Great Britain, and Canada, as well as supporting our deployed 

forces in Italy, Japan, Singapore, Bahrain, and Saudi Arabia. 

 ED Option
ED Option is available as a Service Selection choice through

commissioning programs at NROTC Units, United States Naval

Academy, and OCS.  Officers begin their careers as Surface

Warfare or Submarine Officers, with the opportunity to exercise

their option after successfully completing their warfare

qualification and required sea tour(s).  Requirements include a

science or engineering major with a “B” average, and class rank

is considered. To learn more about the process, refer to

MILPERSMAN 1212-040

 Lateral Transfer
Lateral transfer boards meet twice per year, around Feb and Aug. 

To learn more about the process, refer to MILPERSMAN 1212-

010 and the latest NAVADMIN on the NPC website. Good 

prospective ED candidates are warfare qualified, have a strong 

performance background, and are academically qualified to 

pursue a technical Master's Degree.  

For More Information 

For more information on joining the Navy’s technical and 

business experts, contact the Engineering Duty Officer 

Community Manager or visit us on the web: 

matthew.j.englehart@navy.mil

NPC Website: 
http://www.public.navy.mil/BUPERS-
NPC/OFFICER/DETAILING/RLSTAFFCORPS/ENGI 
NEERING/Pages/default.aspx
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