
COMMAND MASTER CHIEF WELCOME MESSAGE 


    Hooyah future EIGHTBALLER!  As your Command Master Chief, I’d like to personally congratulate you on your orders to HSC-8.  I’m sending this letter to help you prepare for your transfer and subsequent arrival in San Diego.

    Immediate permanent housing upon arrival is rarely available but you’ll be ahead of the housing situation by exchanging information as early as possible.  Civilian rental housing in the San Diego area is available, although it may be difficult to find affordable rental housing especially for large families and for those families with pets. 

    If you have dependents and are interested in Navy housing, you should communicate with the Navy Housing Office personnel at the following address:

           Commander Naval Region Southwest (Code N71)
           Military Family Housing 
           2625 LeHardy Street Bldg#3544
           San Diego CA 92136-5182
           Email: webhousing@navy.mil

    You should be advised that upon detachment from your current command, your Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) entitlement will automatically terminate and must be restarted when you report to HSC-8.  A new BAH certificate must be completed and copies of all documents to substantiate the amount claimed must be submitted (i.e., rental agreement or homeowner’s documents).  You should bring these documents upon check in to expeditiously start your entitlement. 

    The climate in San Diego is moderate year round.  We shift to the Summer Uniform in April and to the Winter Uniform in October.  Utility and khaki uniforms are authorized year round.

    Military exchanges and commissaries are available in the area and can accommodate all of your commissary and shopping needs.
    Childcare Development Facilities at the local bases are available, but often have a long waiting list.  The Fleet and Family Support Center (619) 545-7404 can assist you with information on childcare in the local community, as well as the Navy Family Home Care Program (referral listings) (619)556-8443.

    Our Morale, Welfare and Recreation facilities are excellent.  We have several gymnasiums with ongoing sports programs, weight lifting, aerobics, softball, swimming pools, game rooms, racquetball, tennis courts, bowling alley, clubs, fitness centers featuring Nautilus, cardiovascular rooms, and professional staffing with full locker rooms.  

    Education opportunities are affordable and accessible in the San Diego area.  The Navy College can assist you in furthering your education from starting your Associate’s degree to completing you Master’s degree program from several different colleges. 

    San Diego has a full range of opportunities, recreation and entertainment.  San Diego County offers beautiful beaches and lush mountains.  The San Diego Zoo, Sea World, and the Wild Animal Park are popular attractions.

    If I can be of any assistance to you, or your family, please don’t hesitate to call me at DSN 545-9052, or commercial (619) 545-9052.  E-mail ashore (HSC8_CMC@navy.mil) and deployed (HSC8_CMC@cvw9.navy.mil) is the best way to contact me.  Command Duty Officer Comm:  (619) 545-9040, DSN:  735-9040.  

                                 Welcome Aboard Shipmate!
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