NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF A FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT FOR EXPANSION OF THE PINECASTLE RANGE COMPLEX RESTRICTED AREA

The Department of the Navy (Navy) gives notice, per the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, Council of Environmental Quality Regulations in 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR Parts 1500-1508, and Navy NEPA regulations 32 CFR Part 775, that a Final Environmental Assessment (EA) has been released and a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) has been issued for the expansion of the Pinecastle Range Complex Restricted Areas.  

The EA evaluated the potential environmental effects of expanding the Pinecastle Range Complex Restricted Areas. The proposed action would laterally expand portions of the existing Restricted Areas, within the Palatka 1 and 2 Military Operating Areas to include the unrestricted corridors between them.  

The proposed action would not require any change in the quantity and type of military aircraft operations, flight profiles, or increase in the operating hours of the Pinecastle Range Complex (PRC). This action provides additional restricted airspace needed to conduct airborne laser operations and other activities potentially hazardous to aircraft. The changes allow more realistic training in current tactics to be conducted at the range.  

Direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts were analyzed for the following resource categories:  air quality; noise; human health and safety; wild and scenic rivers; coastal resources; socioeconomic resources; environmental justice; and children’s environmental health and safety risks. The Navy and FAA find that the action will not significantly affect the quality of the natural or man-made environment, and have determined that preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement is not required.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) served as the Cooperating Agency for this EA. The FAA published a Final Rule in the Federal Register dated 3 July 2013.  The effective date of this Final Rule is August 22, 2013. The Final EA and both the Navy and FAA signed FONSIs are available for review online at: https://usff.portal.navy.mil/sites/cnal-cuds/facsfacjax. A limited number of hard copies of the Final EA, including the Navy FONSI, are available to fill single copy requests and may be obtained from: Commander, Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Atlantic, Code EV22, 6506 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23508-1278, (Attn: SML - PRC Restricted Area EA). 
