SafeTips
Floods

Floods are the most lethal of all natural disasters. Less than a foot of gushing water can knock you down; your car can start to float in two feet of water. 

1. Check a flood map before you buy or rent a home. Locales prone to flooding often have detailed, color-coded maps showing the flood risk of neighborhoods. 

2. Buy a weather radio, so you can keep track of flood alerts. 

3. Have a plan. 

4. Keep a supply of sandbags, plywood, 2-by-4s and garbage bags. 

5. Stock up on canned and dry foods. 

6. Have a portable radio, a camping stove and a flashlight. 

7. Know the difference between a "watch" and a "warning." A flood watch means that flooding is possible; a warning means that floods have started or are just about to start. 

8. If you hear a warning, start thinking about moving valuable things upstairs. 

9. Stay tuned to your radio or television. 

10. In most floods, water rises slowly, allowing time for you to act. However, if your area is prone to flash floods, you must act very quickly if you hear a warning. You may have to evacuate and seek higher ground right away. If you are driving and your car engine dies, get out and walk or climb to higher ground. 

