SafeTips
Firing Ranges

There are three critical elements to a safe range: design, operation, and maintenance. A failure of any one of these will lead to trouble.

1. Verify all range personnel (RSOs, instructors, and line coaches) are familiar with the range SOPs including:

· Rounds allowed (specific to each range) 

· Provide checks-and-balances to ensure that only approved rounds are used 

· No tracers allowed on indoor ranges 

· range limitations (unique to every range) 

· Maintenance issues including closing the range when components such as target carriers and baffles are damaged to the extent that they  can pose a ricochet hazard 

· Emergency Action Plan (verify the info inside is correct and up to date). 

2. Write formal procedures to ensure the above items are known by all personnel, including those who work at the range and need routine refresher, and those who are new to the range.

3. Indoor ranges:

· Provide signage stating “No tracers allowed inside the range.” 

· No shooters allowed downrange past the fixed firing line at the shooting stalls 

· For rubber traps, verify the bullet trap bins are full (the traps depend on the rubber to stop the round. The steel sheet metal holding the rubber won't stop anything). Verify trap has been deleaded prior to 100,000 rounds per lane. 

· For steel traps. verify the steel trap is free of significant dents and dings that could pose ricochet hazards. 

4. Do not use the range until the ventilation system is working:\

· A green light on the control panel usually indicates good to go 

· Air should be coming out of the air plenum behind the shooters 

· Don’t use the range if extreme positive pressure (door flies open when handle turns) or negative (requires extreme force to open doors). 

4. Create an organized binder for the RSO office table, kept in plain sight, that includes:

· Range SOPS 

· NAVFAC Range Certification 

· Emergency Action Plan 

· Range Surface Danger Zone (outdoor ranges) 

· Maintenance Procedures 

· Previous IH sampling 

· Other pertinent info 

5. When anyone is using the range, it is critical that personnel stay alert and cease/desist if something doesn't seem right.

