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Greetings from San Diego to all the fami-
lies holding things together here at home, as
well as those of you out there on the Mighty
5, who are anxious to be home. It is hard to
believe another week has passed, somehow
the time seems to be moving quicker, just
breathe; we are getting there!

The FRG board met this week to solidify
plans for the upcoming half-way party, which
will be held October 2nd from 2-6pm at Tor-
rey Villas Clubhouse at 11100 Vista Sorrento
Pkwy San Diego 92130. There will be games
for all ages, we have some fun prizes to raffle
off, movies for the kiddies, and lots of food!
Did someone say pie?

‘We encourage everyone that is not local to
San Diego to get on Skype so you can join the
party! Please email us at peleliufrg@gmail.
com for details.

On Sunday, the ship had their half way

er and was able to watch the wonderful
halfway slide show/video that was so well
put together by

Meagan Townley. Thank you for all your
hard work. The video was well received by
all and we will be showing it at our half way
party, as well as the one the ship made for us.

For those of you that want to Skpe in, we
will start the ship’s video at 4pm PST, then
run our video right after.

The deadline to pay for the party is Sep-
tember 27th, and there are three options for
payment, we have set up a PayPal account,
you could mail us a check, or (and here is my
plug for Sunday’s meeting) come out to the
meeting Sunday and pay in person!

Sunday’s meeting will start promptly at
11 am.; we will introduce the new board
members, as well as all of our committees.
If you are interested in being on a commit-
tee come at 10:30, we need volunteers for all.
The committees are as follows: events/fund-
raising, hospitality (yes, you too can become
a greeter) and homecoming. There will be
crafts for the children to keep them occupied.

Next week is Surface Warrior Week and
for the first time in San Diego, there is go-
ing to be an Enlisted Spouse program and
social. It will be held on September 22nd
from 6-8 p.m. in the Blue/Gold rooms inside
the Waterfront Rec center on base. Child-
care and refreshments will be provided at no
cost. This is a great opportunity for spouses
to get an overview of the detailing process
and talk to the detailers and career counselors
in an informal setting, as well as a great way
to network with each other. Let us know if
you would like more information.
~ Our first fundraiser was a community ga-
rage sale that raised $174, great work to

all that worked and donated for the sale. We
will be doing another one in November some
time.

Upcoming events include, a pizza night,
kid craft day, adults Halloween party, kids
Halloween party followed by trick or treat-
ing, and we are working on something fun for
those of you not going home for Thanksgiv-
ing...stay tuned! Please email peleliufrg@
gmail.com so we can ensure that you are get-
ting all the information about the events.

As always, we welcome suggestions and
ideas. Have a safe and enjoyable week!

FRG President and Vice-President
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BMC (EXW) Jed F. May




9 September 19,2010

-Eu"

8 i”" L A L S g

S } SrE e by - v
. St L ey - J‘.'l,...,.- e Ly
.'?"q"i -y :Uh:ﬂ-\,#\‘:iﬂw,.!:‘:""t mﬁ& T .m“..-‘u W e
-~ i ¥ .'\: o IMEEARATC 1.\;-3. ::""" '\-—.‘I "1! “ﬁ-".{_-'.."‘t*_‘l!." L:"";'-'-
e VL R et e AR i ,:‘-_,W.u == R o g
2 -

) : -‘;‘z-ﬁk?!‘r&‘-‘.’-“.“:‘t.’ TEr T
g

Y



September,192010

Te Wer of 1812 New

BY MCI SW/AW) R. DAVID VALDEZ

In 1812, the United States started a
second war with the British Empire. In
just 30 years after the Revolutionary War,
hostilities started again. The Revolutionary
War established our independence from the
British crown. The War of 1812 affirmed
our rights as a sovereign nation.

In that war, like the war before it and all
of the wars since, the U.S. Navy contributed
to American victory through innovation and
audacity.

During the Age of Sail, ship design wasn’t
done by committee. Instead, a shipwright
-would be commissioned to create a ship
designed for a specific function. In 1794,
the Navy Act commissioned six frigates,
ships which combined speed and agility
with more firepower and greater endurance
than frigates from other navies.

In this case, the designer Joshua
Humphreys came up with a few
revolutionary ideas, starting with the wood.

Most ships of the day used combinations
of oak and pine. Oak was the primary
material for the frame and hull of the ship
while pine was the material used for decks
and masts. White pine, longleaf pine, white
oak, and southern live oak were all used in
the construction of the ships, but southern
live oak was an interesting and uniquely
American contribution to warships.

The frames of the six original frigates
were made from this incredibly dense wood,
which among other things, proved to be
resistant to cannon fire, especially in the case
of USS Constitution, which was built with
a 21-inch thick hull, in comparison to the
standard 18 inches. During the ship’s battle
with HMS Guerriere, Constitution sustained
hits from the British vessel’s cannons,

but the cannonballs bounced off the hull,
earning the Constitution her nickname, “Old
Ironsides.”

The ships were designed to be longer,
faste

and more agile. While they were still

ship of the line, for example, carried 50 to
60 long guns, or full-sized cannons while
a standard frigate would usually have 28
to 38 long guns. However, the original six
managed to muster up to 50 or so guns,
giving them as much firepower as smaller
ships of the line by using a shorter, lighter
gun called a carronade.

A carronade was a shorter, lighter version
of cannon which was mounted on its own
carriage. While it had a shorter range and
slower muzzle velocity, the carronade was
actually amore effective close-range weapon
for a frigate, which wasn’t suited to carrying
out a slugging match using the newest naval
artillery, which used rifled bores. While
a faster muzzle velocity allowed ships to
fight each other at longer ranges, naval
artillery was terribly inaccurate at the time
because both the firing platform and target
were moving in multiple directions and
smooth-bore firearms lose accuracy much
faster than rifled guns. The slower muzzle
velocity of the carronade provided another
distinct advantage over cannon; shot fired
from carronade splintered wooden ships
much more effectively, increasing personnel
casualties and earning the shorter gun its
nickname, “the smasher.”

With more weapons designed for close
range and ships built for speed, the U.S.
Navy focused its efforts on defeating a force
with superior size and funding by attacking
supply lines instead of engaging British
forces directly. However, the British Navy
had a development of its own which was
immortalized in our own national anthem.

The Congreve rocket, named for its
designer, was a fairly new weapon at the
time. Sir William Congreve designed the
rocket after reading reports of rockets used
by the Indians during the 2nd , 3rd and 4th
Mysore Wars between the British East India
Company and the kingdom of Mysore.

The rockets were fairly simple, using
an iron cylinder filled with a gunpowder
mixture for a propellant, and it had a
warhead designed to explode on impact. An
artilleryman would pull a lanyard, activating
a flintlock mechanism, which would set the
to. two miles aw;
e the rocket was never-used without

quite difficult to control. The British Navy
adapted the use of the Congreve Rocket by
refitting their ships with scuttles in the skin
of their ships. Equipped with explosive,
incendiary and shrapnel warheads, the
Congreve Rocket allowed the British to
employ artillery with a much faster rate of

fire than a cannon or a carrondade.

However, the Congreve Rocket had
its drawbacks. First, the weapon was
terribly inaccurate, sometimes flying
straight up and landing in the same spot
from which it was launched. Second,
the propellant and the warhead both
used gunpowder. Heat from the
fuel would cause the warhead
to spontaneously combust, thus
providing a fantastic visual
display but not actually doing
any physical damage.

When the rocket was used
correctly, it was a devastating
weapon, and it was used to
great effect both before and
after the War of 1812. The
two most notable battles
were the battle at
Blandesburg, which '
led to the burning
of Washington D.C.
and the bombardment
of Fort McHenry. It
was during this action that
Francis Scott Key penned the
words about “the rockets’ red
glare, the bombs bursting in air,”
which was inspired by the use of
Congreve Rockets from the British
ships (Key was actually a prisoner on
board one of them) firing upon the fort in
a failed attempt to control the Chesapeake
Bay.

While innovations like the Congreve
Rocket, carronades, and the first generation
of warships built for the U.S. Navy
contributed to the cause of enforcing our
sovereignty as a nation, we must remember
that history is made by people. Rockets
and guns are simply tools, and ships, no
matter cleverly built, require people to get

underway It’s people, not equ;pme#;.thgt""—'

inspiration for ﬁ.mxeﬂm%







USS Pelelin FrRG

HALFWAY PARTY

COME JOIN US FOR SOME FUN!!

We’ve made it halfway, we’ve got a reason to CELEBRATE!

Who: EVERYONE!! All
friends and families are
welcome!!

When: October 2nd 2-6 pm

Where: Torrey Villas

Clubhouse!
11110 Vista Sorrento Pkwy
San Diego, CA 92130

Cost: $20 per family

Fuw, Food,
Famtlies, and
Friends...what
meore could you

Activities will include, but not limited to:
Decorating Pillowcases! Nintendo Wii! Coloring
Contest! Tie Dye T-shirts! Assembling Single
Sailor Packages! Swimming! Cakes in a Jar!

October 2nd, 2010 me 6pm

We will be also be viewing the Halfway video sent from the ship!
If you are not Local to S, we will also have computers set up so You can view the video via SKype!



