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An MH-60S Seahawk transports ammunition from USS Peleliu to USS Makin Island during Peleliu’s ammo-offload off the coast of Camp Pendleton.

Photo by MC2(EXW) Andre Dunlap

I t ’s  o n l y  b e e n  a  m o n t h 
s i n c e  o u r  l a s t  e d i t i o n 

o f  P e l e N e w s  b u t  t r u e  t o 
f o r m  t h e  c r e w  o f  t h e  “ I r o n 
N i c k e l ”  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a 
t r e m e n d o u s  a m o u n t  i n 
a  v e r y  s h o r t  t i m e .   T h e 
f i r s t  w e e k  o f  M a r c h 
w e  s u c c e s s f u l l y 
c o m p l e t e d  o u r 
M a i n t e n a n c e 
a n d  M a t e r i a l 
M a n a g e m e n t  ( 3 M ) 
C e r t i f i c a t i o n .  
T h i s  c h a l l e n g i n g 
i n s p e c t i o n  i s 
c o n d u c t e d  o n l y 

o n c e  e v e r y  t w o  y e a r s  a n d 
i n v o l v e s  e v e r y  d e p a r t m e n t 
o n  t h e  s h i p .   I n  t h e  w e e k s 
t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  w e  c o m p l e t e d 
o u r  F o r c e  P r o t e c t i o n 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  g o t  t h e  s h i p 
u n d e r w a y  t h r e e  m o r e  t i m e s , 
c o n d u c t i n g  f l i g h t  a n d  w e l l 
d e c k  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a  c e r e m o n i a l 
B u r i a l  a t  S e a ,  a s  w e l l  a s 
a  t r e m e n d o u s  a m o u n t  o f 
t r a i n i n g  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  o u r 
Ty p e  C o m m a n d e r  R e a d i n e s s 
A s s e s s m e n t  ( T R A ) .  

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e n t i r e 
m o n t h  t h e  c r e w 

p e r f o r m e d  s u p e r b l y  i n  t h e 
f a c e  o f  m a n y  c h a l l e n g e s .   We 
l e a r n e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  i n  t h e 
p r o c e s s  a n d  I ’ m  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t 
i t  w i l l  s e r v e  t o  m a k e  o u r  t e a m 
e v e n  s t r o n g e r  a n d  m o r e  r e a d y 
t o  a c c o m p l i s h  o u r  m i s s i o n  i n 
t h e  f u t u r e .  

I n  t h e  w e e k s  t o  c o m e , 
w e  w e l c o m e  t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s p e n d  a  l i t t l e 
m o r e  t i m e  a t  h o m e  w i t h  o u r 
l o v e d  o n e s  w h i l e  c o n t i n u i n g 
t o  w o r k  h a r d  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e 
m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  o u r  s h i p 
a n d  t r a i n  t h e  c r e w  t o  p e r f o r m 
o u r  m i s s i o n  e v e n  b e t t e r  t h a n 
b e f o r e .   A s  w e  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m 
w i n t e r  t o  s p r i n g  w e  a l l  b e c o m e 
m o r e  a c t i v e  o u t d o o r s  s o  I  a s k 
t h a t  a l l  h a n d s  e x e r c i s e  c a u t i o n 
a n d  s o u n d  j u d g m e n t  t o  e n s u r e 
t h a t  w e  r e m a i n  s a f e ,  s o u n d , 
a n d  a b l e  t o  p e r f o r m  o u r  d u t y 
w h e n  c a l l e d  u p o n .   W h i l e  o u r 
c h a l l e n g e s  ( l i k e  t h e  s e a s o n s ) 
m a y  c h a n g e ,  o u r  d e d i c a t i o n 
t o  o u r  s e r v i c e  c o r e  v a l u e s 
r e m a i n s  s t e a d f a s t .   P E L E L I U 
S a i l o r s  n o t  o n l y  “ d o  t h i n g s 

r i g h t , ”  t h e y  “ d o  t h e  r i g h t 
t h i n g . ”   I  c o u l d  n o t  b e 
m o r e  p r o u d  o f  y o u !   We l l 
d o n e  P E L E L I U !
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VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

By Capt. James T. Cox



FRG Update!

E v e r y  f a m i l y  a n d 
f r i e n d  r e a d i n g  t h i s 

e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  P e l e N e w s  s h o u l d 
b e  i m m e n s e l y  p r o u d  o f  y o u r 
S a i l o r .   O v e r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l 
w e e k s ,  P E L E L I U ’s  r e p u t a t i o n 
a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c r e w ’s 
o u t s t a n d i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e 
g o e s  u n m a t c h e d .   A l o n g  w i t h 
t h e  r e q u i r e d  f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n 
t r a i n i n g  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  i n 
M a r c h ,  P E L E L I U  a l s o  h o s t e d 
t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  M i l i t a r y 
S a v e s  C a m p a i g n ,  p r o v i d e d  a 
f i v e - s t a r  f o o d  s p r e a d  a t  t h e 
S u r f a c e  F o r c e s  O m b u d s m a n 
A s s e m b l y ,  a n d  g a v e  t o u r s  t o 
o v e r  f i v e  t o u r  g r o u p s .  We  a l s o 
c o m p l e t e d  s o m e  c h a l l e n g i n g 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  t h e  N a v y 
r e q u i r e s  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  c r e w 
k n o w s  h o w  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e 
s h i p  i n  a n y  s i t u a t i o n .   N o w 
w e  a r e  e n t e r i n g  a  p e r i o d  o f 
i n - p o r t  t i m e  f o r  u s  t o  p e r f o r m 
s o m e  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  r e p a i r s , 
a n d  s c h o o l  h o u s e  t r a i n i n g ,  a s 

w e l l  a s  e n j o y  s o m e  q u a l i t y 
t i m e  w i t h  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y .

A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  g o o d 
t i m e s  P E L E L I U 

e n j o y s ,  o u r  f o c u s  s h i f t s  t o  o u r 
s h i p m a t e s  i n  J a p a n  a f f e c t e d  b y 
t h e  e a r t h q u a k e  a n d  t s u n a m i .  
O u r  t h o u g h t s  a n d  p r a y e r s  g o 
o u t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  J a p a n  a n d 
o u r  s h i p m a t e s  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h i s 
d i s a s t e r . 

S o m e  r e s i d u a l  a f f e c t 
t h i s  h a s  o n  u s  i s 

i m p e n d i n g  t r a n s f e r  o f  S a i l o r s 
g o i n g  t o  J a p a n .   T h e  N a v y  h a s 
h a l t e d  a l l  P e r m a n e n t  C h a n g e 
o f  S t a t i o n  ( P C S )  m o v e s  g o i n g 
t o  J a p a n  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  n o t i c e .  
I f  y o u r  P E L E L I U  S a i l o r  h a s 
o r d e r s  t o  J a p a n  a n d  h a s  n o t  y e t 
t r a n s f e r r e d ,  t h e y  w i l l  r e m a i n 
o n b o a r d  u n t i l  s u c h  t i m e  t h a t 
t h e  P C S  h a l t  o r d e r  i s  l i f t e d .  
I f  y o u r  P E L E L I U  S a i l o r  h a s 
t r a n s f e r r e d ,  t h e y  w i l l  e i t h e r 
r e m a i n  a t  t h e i r  i n t e r m e d i a t e 
a c t i v i t y  i f  a t  a  s c h o o l  o r 
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  T r a n s i e n t 
P e r s o n n e l  U n i t  u n t i l  t h e  h a l t 
o r d e r  i s  l i f t e d .  

I h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e 
c o n t e n t s  o f  t h i s  i s s u e .  

We  c o n t i n u e  t o  s t r i v e  f o r 
e x c e l l e n c e  a n d  w o r k  t i r e l e s s 
t o  d e f e n d  o u r  c o u n t r y  a n d 
m a k e  y o u  p r o u d .
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FROM THE DECK PLATES

By CMDCM
(SW/AW) 

David Dearie

We had our first get together 
of the year in March and it was fun 
reconnecting with friends we made 
during deployment.  There will be 
more activities in the coming months, 
so join us!  Everyone is always 
welcome to attend the events and 
activities; children are always welcome 
as well.  

The events are a great way to 
connect with other spouses and share 
resources that can come in handy 
during underway periods, as well 
make some new friends.  All of us on 
the home front have one big thing in 
common, our spouses/significant others 
are Sailors and they go to sea. We 
have to support their mission, and in 
doing so, it can be hard at times. That 
is where the FRG and the connections 
you make through the group come 
in.  It is not easy to manage the house, 
kids, work, school, etc. alone, but 
through the common bond we have, we 
can help each other and have fun too! 

The FRG is still looking 
for board members; if your spouse 
is interested in becoming a FRG 
board member please contact us at 
peleliufrg@gmail.com.

Join us on Facebook. We have 
a group page so for those of you that 
have an account, log in and request 
to be part of the USS PELELIU FRG 
page.  There you will find updates, 
events, and other information regarding 
the FRG, and the events and activities 
we are coordinating.  

We are looking to plan some 
activities for May, so if you have ideas, 
or would like to help plan, contact us 
through Facebook or send us an email.  

Have a great month and we look 
forward to seeing you at the command 
picnic!
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Peleliu Conducts Burial at Sea
Peleliu Public Affairs
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The crew of USS Peleliu (LHA 5) committed 
the remains of 21 veterans and spouses March 24 
off the coast of southern California.

One casket and 20 cremains were committed 
to the Pacific Ocean during a sunrise ceremony.

 “There exists no clearer reminder in a Burial 
at Sea ceremony that we engage in a very special 

operation that renders honor 
as a last request of those who 
have served their country and 
make this last request,” said 
Chaplain (Capt.) Gary Clore, 
Peleliu’s command chaplain.  
“We go to the extreme 
measure of fidelity to give 
respect and honor to those 

who have served our nation 
faithfully.” 

Among the dead were 
two officers, seven chief petty 
officers, 10 junior enlisted 
and two wives of veterans.

Burials at sea are not 
uncommon. The Department 
of the Navy provides burial 
benefits to military veterans 
and their dependent family 
members.

The primary next of kin 
of the deceased is sent a video 

DVD of the ceremony 
along with a 

photo CD, three shell casings from the gun salute, 
a copy of the nautical chart marking the position 
of the ship at the time of committal, a copy of the 
ship’s deck log annotating the burial at sea, and an 
American flag. Peleliu’s commanding officer also 
provides a personal letter to each family describing 
the ceremony.

“We understand that families who know this 
person very well shall gain a certain confirmation 
of the Navy that cares for servants of the nation, 
and that these loved ones may gain a sense of 
inner peace,” Clore said. “When it is all said and 
done, we move on with our lives with a renewed 
sense of commitment and hopefully with a greater 
realization of the brevity and sacredness of life.” 

Participants in the ceremony find the event 
very solemn but an important tradition that honors 
those who have gone before them in service to our 
nation. 

“It was a great honor to be given the opportunity 
to participate in the ceremony,” said Fire Controlman 
2nd Class(SW)  Michelle Blackwell, a cremated 
remains bearer.  “Those men and women dedicated 
a part of their lives to the military - whether they 
were in the service or married to one that was; and 
each and every one of them deserved to be laid to 
rest peacefully.”  

“It was more than just a funeral; I felt as if I 
was doing an honor to my country, and I personally 
felt a great responsibility bestowed upon me as 
the honor bos’n mate [to perform well],” said 
BMSN(SW) Mark Silberstein. “The ceremony was 
beautiful and every Sailor involved did a great job.” 
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