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FRG UPDATE

Greetings to all of you out there on the
big blue, and everyone back home! Our
reunion is getting close and we are focused
on welcoming you all back to San Diego!

As we wrap up the last chapter of this
deployment, we still have a few events for
November. First up is November 10 at
Chuck E. Cheese in Mira Mesa from 4-6
p-m. Come out and play with the kiddies,
and have some pizza or chicken wings. We
will be selling T-shirts and first kiss raffle
tickets at the event.

Next, we have our return and reunion
brief and the last FRG meeting before
homecoming. The meeting is slated for 16
November at the Murphy Canyon Chapel
at 6 p.m. We are working out some of the
details of babysitting right now, so if you are
planning on bringing children, just email us
at peleliufrg@gmail.com and let us know
how many children you are bringing, and
their ages. This will be your last chance
to purchase first kiss raffle tickets. Come
early, we will stop selling them once the

meeting starts.
On the 23rd
we will be going
to Knott’s Berry
Farm for the day.

It is free with a Military I.D. and you can
purchase up to 6 additional tickets per I.D.

There is still time to get your T-shirts
and sign up for the Thanksgiving
Day 5k, the link to sign up is http://
www.thanksgivingrun.org/2010/pdf/
Thanksgiving5SKRegistration 2010.
pdf. We have some interest in doing
a Thanksgiving Day potluck later that
afternoon, so if you would like to join us,
let us know via email.

For those of you coming to San Diego
from out of town to greet the Iron Nickel,
please let us know. We are planning a night
before USS Peleliu family get together.
This will be for anyone coming from out of
town to greet your Sailor, as well as those
of you in San Diego - all are welcome.
Please email us at peleliufrg@gmail.com
so we can start to get a head count for our
out of town guests.

Remember, if your service member is
a Marine and part of ship’s company, this
night is for you too. Those of you who have
a service member that is part of the 15th
MELU, please contact the FRO for all of
your homecoming details as the MEU will
be disembarking the ship the day before the
ship actually pulls into San Diego. Here
is the contact information for the 15th
MEU FRO: http:/www.i-mef.usme.mil/
external/l15thmeu/family/family.jsp

Have a safe and productive week!

WESTPAC 2010
SHIRTS ARE HERE!!!

0930 GIRI0 O Jf S
00516 0 O R
1800-2000




Novemhery7¥2010]

Photos by MC2 (SW) John W. Shepherd II



Novemhery7¥2010]

By USS Peleliu Public Affairs

NORTH ARABIAN SEA — Vice Adm. Michael LeFever,
Commander, Office of the Defense Representative, Pakistan
(ODR-P), visited amphibious assault ship USS Peleliu (LHA
5) Oct. 30 to thank the crew and embarked Marines for their

support to the country of Pakistan during relief
operations.

Vice Adm. LeFever talked with Peleliu
Sailors and Marines assigned to the 15th
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU)

during an all-hands formation in the
hangar bay.

“This has been an incredible
deployment for you,” said
LeFever. “You’ve carried
out a range of missions, from
humanitarian relief to combat
operations. You should feel
very good about that.”

Vice Adm. LeFever also
presented awards to three

Marines for their contribution to
relief efforts in Pakistan. Lance
Cpl. Jhonson Simeon, Capt. Paul
Duncan, and Capt. Curtis Lloyd
earned the Joint Meritorious

Service Medal during an officer,
chief petty officer, and staff non-
commissioned officer call.

“I want you to know the work
you’ve done has made a difference,” said
LeFever. “You were the first Navy and
Marine Corps assets on station, and you stayed
here the longest.”

ODR-P led the coordination of humanitarian
relief operations in Pakistan following
devastating flooding throughout the country after
monsoon rains started July 29. At the request of
the Government of Pakistan, Navy and Marine
Corps helicopters operated from Ghazi Air
Base in northern Pakistan, as well as Pano Aqil
Air Base in the southern part of the country.
Combined, the Peleliu ARG and 15th MEU
assets delivered more than six million pounds of

food and supplies, and evacuated nearly 9,000
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internally displaced persons.

After 10 weeks of support to relief operations, the Peleliu
Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) and 15th MEU have turned
over with Kearsarge ARG and the 26th MEU. Peleliu ARG is
completing operations in the 5th Fleet area of responsibility as the
theater reserve force for U.S. Central Command, before transiting
back to their homeport in San Diego, Calif. later this year.

Tl e
5 NAWY
” YAVY

Vice Adm. Michael LeFever joins U.S. Naval Academy graduates assigned to Peleliu in a “Go Navy,
Beat Army” spirit spot.
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PARTS OTH FLEET

R. David Valdez

USS PELELIU, At Sea -- San Diego-
based amphibious assault ship USS
Peleliu (LHA 5) departed the S5th Fleet
Area of Responsibility (AOR) Nov. 1
after completing a regularly scheduled
deployment supporting maritime security,
regional  stability, and performing
humanitarian aid/disaster relief (HA/DR)
operations in Pakistan.
DS Peleliu and embarked
Marines of the 15th Marine Expeditionary
Unit (MEU) relieved amphibious assault
ship USS Nassau (LHA 4) in
July and served
as the command
ship for the Peleliu
Amphibious  Ready
Group (ARG). They operated
across the 5th Fleet AOR

with amphibious dock landing ship USS
Pearl Harbor (LSD 52) and amphibious
transport dock ship USS Dubuque (LPD 8).

Peleliu ARG reported to Rear Adm.
Sinclair Harris, Commander, Expeditionary
Strike Group 5 (ESG) upon its arrival to
5th Fleet. As the commander of ESG-5,
Harris is responsible for all amphibious
forces deployed to 5th Fleet, and oversees
the planning and execution of contingency
operations and disaster relief.

“I visited Peleliu, and I told them to be
ready for any number of contingencies,”
Harris said.  “Because of the unique
capability of the Navy and Marine Corps
team and the amphibious ready group, it
makes them the ideal response team for a
variety of missions.”

Peleliu first operated in the Gulf of
Aden, conducting maritime security
operations. The ship transited the Indian
Ocean after monsoon rains hit the country

of Pakistan. Peleliu
steamed more than 1,000 miles and arrived
off the coast of Karachi as quickly as
possible, ready to provide aid if
asked by the Government of
Pakistan. Peleliu launched
eight CH-46E “Sea Knight”
and four CH-53E “Sea
Stallion” helicopters
from Marine Medium

Helicopter Squadron 165 (Reinforced)
(HMM-165 (REIN)) and three MH-53E
“Sea Dragon” helicopters from Navy Mine
Countermeasure Squadron 15 (HM-15).

“The Sailors and Marines performed
superbly throughout our time in 5th
Fleet,” said Capt. Mark Cedrun, Peleliu’s
commanding officer. “These men and
women have worked tirelessly- launching
aircraft, getting supplies ready for delivery,
and performing to the highest standards of
the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps.”

Peleliu remained on station for 10
weeks, and during that time helped
evacuate over 9,000 internally displaced
persons and deliver more than six million
pounds of food and supplies.

Peleliu’s operating area in the North
Arabian Sea allowed the embarked AV-
8B Harriers assigned to Marine Attack
Squadron 311 to support Operation
Enduring Freedom. The Harrier detachment
flew more than 500 hours of close air
support missions over Afghanistan.

“Flight operations at any time require
precision and attention to detail,” said
Master Chief Aviation Boatswain’s Mate
(AW/AW) Henry Nusi, Peleliu’s Air
Department Leading Chief Petty Officer.
“Simultaneously flying two different
missions was an all hands effort, and the
crew performed well, even in the extreme
heat and long working hours.”

Peleliu remained at sea for
98  consecutive

days before
stopping for a maintenance port
call in the 5th Fleet AOR. USS Kearsarge
(LHD 3) Amphibious Ready Group and the

26th Marine Expeditionary Unit relieved

the Peleliu ARG and 15th MEU as
_ the theater reserve force for
U.S. Central Command.



Don’t forget to watch!

Every other Monday
1100 and 1900

Next episode airs on Manday Nov.8




