21 June 09
Update #21
Aloha Family and Friends,


We will be finishing up another 3 days in Singapore shortly.  What a treat.  Singapore is a great place to spend a little time.  It is a very clean city and it has lots of activities.  The Zoo is fantastic and many of our shipmates have taken the opportunity to see it as well as a program they call the Night Safari which is essentially a separate section of the Zoo which is only open after dark and features nocturnal animals.  Beyond that, downtown Singapore offers a river area with excellent food and fun and our crew really enjoyed spending some time in the city.  Between Singapore stops, we spent a few days at sea.  Some things you might be interested in are as follows:


First, I seem to have missed announcing the results of the most recent advancement exam.  I am about 2 weeks late in announcing the results but it was quite exciting.  Of our crew of approximately 250, we had 33 shipmates promote to the next higher paygrade!  We did the promotion ceremony on the Aft Missile Deck and we had 3 rows of selectees.  It was fantastic.  The selectees were proud and the rest of us were impressed by the shear number of selectees.  Promotions mean more responsibility, more leadership opportunities and more MONEY!  Additionally, for our newest second class petty officers, they are now eligible for a housing allowance so instead of living in the barracks, they can go out in town and get an apartment!  

Next, we are participating in Cooperation Afloat Readiness And Training (CARAT) exercises.  This is an annual exercise the United States does with southeast Asian countries who are situated around the Strait of Malacca.  Our website has a one page summary of CARAT (deployment update 20.5) which should provide all you might want to know about our operations.  Anyway, we were at sea with the Singapore Navy conducting warfare operations.  WE enjoy the opportunity because it is always great to work with other ships.  Single ship operations are complex but multi-ship operations are a completely different level so any time we get to train with numerous ships, we really learn a lot and we get better.

We pulled in on Tuesday and shortly after arrival, we mustered the crew on the Aft Missile Deck for an awards ceremony.  We awarded 8 CO Letters of Commendation, the Food Service Attendant of the Month, and two ESWS pinnings.  
Awardees included:

HM2 Ainsworth, ET2 Gonzalez, STG2 Nicholds, EM2 Sanderson, CTT3 Gonzales, AM3 Means, BMSN Sidhu, and CSSA Forgue.  
FSA of the Month:  GSM3 Bellamy
ESWS Awardees:  FC2 Hays, ET2 Dong


As always, it was quite exciting and then we put the crew on liberty.  The rest of the port visit has been a mix of liberty and working port.  There are some import phases of CARAT which continue and we have some significant maintenance needed to get completed, including taking on fuel and most importantly, painting our sides to make sure we continue to look sharp!

Today was also quite exciting because we participated in a Singapore Navy/USN sports day.  CHUNG-HOON was teamed up with RSS STALWORT (FFG-72) and competed against our shipmates in basketball, soccer, ultimate frisbee, and tug of war.  Our team won all three of the sporting events but we were not quite able to complete the sweep as we lost on the tug of war field.  Anyway, it was fun and a great opportunity to continue to get to know our shipmates from the Singapore Navy.

That is it for now.

IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).  We look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney
