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Update #15
Aloha Family and Friends,


Our last update provided some great information about what we did to honor and remember our SIGSBEE shipmates.  It was worth dedicating a complete update to the subject but it also means that I have not provided an update in a little while about the daily happenings aboard CHUNG-HOON.

It has been roughly 10 days since the last update and we have spent some of that time in the Red Sea!  The Red Sea looks pretty small on a globe or map but it is actually over a 1000 nm long and greater than 100nm wide in some spots.  As you can imagine, a significant number of the worlds cargo/oil flows through the Red Sea and the Suez Canal so our presence here makes sense.  We are busy every day – I can’t tell you exactly what we are doing or where we are operationally but we are doing well – your sailor is doing quite well on an individual basis.

We had our typical awards ceremony last weekend and the following shipmates were recognized:

Sea Warrior of the Week:  ET3 Allyson Khou

Food Service Attendant of the Month:  GSMFN Adrian Panganiban

Culinary Specialist of the Quarter:  CS3 Rodney Retuta


The chiefs were in charge of Friday Night Snacks – CMC made a couple of great cheese and chili sauces for chips as well as some other good snacks.  In general, everyone had a great time.  


It was Easter Sunday this past weekend and we held our normal Catholic and Protestant services.  We don’t have a Chaplin aboard so what we do have is trained lay leaders who can hold the services and provide basic religious ministry to our crew.  Our Chaplain Corps does provide training, books and materials (including evening prayers as necessary) to our lay leaders when we are back in Pearl however, there are just not enough Chaplains to cover all the ships.  When we go by the big deck ships, if we are going to be within range for a while, we will often see if we can helo over a chaplain to provide services.  None were in range last Sunday so we did well on our own!


The Easter bunny also showed with nearly 300 eggs!  Well, maybe it was not the Easter bunny – but it was great none the less!  Our Girl Scout Troop (#848) came through again with 300 stuffed plastic eggs and our Mess Decks Master-at-Arms, NC1 Corey, was at the head of the mess line with a bag of eggs our shipmates picked from.  A little slice of home is always nice.

That is it for now.

IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).  We look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney
