31 Mar 09
Update #12
Aloha Family and Friends,


Just a quick update today to keep you up to speed.  The Indian Ocean is a bit warmer than I remember it being the last time I came through – and it is only the end of March!  Fortunately we keep moving so there is at least a little breeze!  On to the news.


First, I have a very important announcement to make.  We have come to the end of the first quarter of 2009.  There are lots of things we do on a quarterly basis, however, one of the most important is that we recognize our top sailors! 

Senior Sailor of the Quarter:  IT1 (SW) Chris Brown

Junior Sailor of the Quarter:  GSE2(SW) Alexis Ortiz

Blue Jacket Sailor of the Quarter:  BMSN(SW) Kelly Chan


Our chief’s mess holds interviews with a candidate from each department and they rack and stack all the candidates to determine who was the best.  The Chiefs forward their recommendations up the Chain of Command to me for approval.  Each of our SOQs performed extremely well over the last 3 months and they represented themselves and the United States Navy well during the interview process.  As I told them earlier this week, being a SOQ is quite an honor, but also a significant responsibility because more than before, shipmates will be watching them and taking their lead from our SOQ performance.  I am confident they will do very well!

We had a promotion this week as well.  OSSN Maurice Ottbridge was promoted to third class petty officer.  There was a discrepancy with his test score from the most recent exam and once we identified the error, the promotion wheels started and the paperwork came through last week.  We promoted him on the Mess Decks in front of all our shipmates.  I challenged him by asking him what would be different when he walked off the mess decks that night.  Selection to Petty Officer and selection to Chief are the two most significant promotions in an enlisted career.  Mr. Ottbridge walked on the mess decks as a Seaman and walked off as a Third Class Petty Officer – so what changed?  I was impressed and pleased with is answer.  First he thanked a number of our shipmates for their assistance and then he turned to all of us and said “I guess it is time I stepped up my Game.”  OS3 Ottbridge earned his ESWS pin on a previous ship and has done well aboard CHN so far.  You could see the determination in his eyes – and that is exciting.

Shortly after we got underway from Thailand, we found an oiler, filled up our tanks, and started heading east.  Training continues every day – in fact I am sure your sailors are saying – man – all we do around here is train!  Sound familiar?  I am sure it does and it does get tiring for all of us, but it is the best way I know to make sure we are ready.  Besides, if you are following the pictures, we still have time to relax!

Sunday was a perfect day – skeet in the morning for several hours.  20-30 shipmates decided to prove their skills.  FC2 James Harmon could not miss!  In the afternoon, the Supply Department posed for a picture.  Our Supply Department won the Blue E in 2008 so they took a picture on the flight deck, assembled to spell out “E”.  Each major area on a ship has an associated readiness award.  Each is a bench mark for excellent performance.  They are difficult to achieve and more challenging to sustain.  Our Supply Department earned the second Blue E in a row this past year and they continue to excel.  I know our Supply Department is very good and it is nice to know those above us and beyond our lifelines think that as well.  

As with many Sundays, we held a Steel Beach picnic on the flight deck.  The temperature was warm and the seas were very calm with some very long slow swells.  The water really looked inviting!  Next thing you know – we were all stop, the nets and ladder were over the side and we were taking IDs for those who wanted to swim!  We probably had about 40 crewmembers in the water at any one time.  The water was almost two warm to enjoy – it was more like bath water than ocean.  It was clearly the ocean when you read the depth gage as we were sitting in over 12000 feet of water.  We had worked hard and earned numerous accolades in the Seventh Fleet and the swim call was a mini celebration of our hard work.  

It is now Tuesday night and as I am walking around the ship late (after 2400) to see what is going on, most folks are either in their racks or on watch, however, there are still some out and about.  There is some passageway painting in progress because it is easier to complete the painting when the traffic is lighter and some final cleaning in progress as R Division gets ready for their space inspection tomorrow.  As part of our continuous ship’s maintenance and preservation program, The CMC, XO and I inspect two divisions a week.  It is not easy for anyone, but it is important if we are to ensure our ship is fully functional and ready to operate or fight.

IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).  We look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney
