13 Jun 2010

CHUNG-HOON Ohana,

This is the first update of the 2010 deployment. As long as our e-mail and internet connectivity allow, I will try to post a letter like this every week or so, in addition to our more frequent updates on FaceBook and on the ship’s web site. Also, I would invite all CHUNG-HOON friends and family to look up the CHUNG-HOON Family Readiness Group, which has a page on FaceBook as well. Web addresses for all of these pages are at the bottom of this week’s update!

We were underway during the month of May to support testing of the Navy’s newest anti-air missile, the SM-6, with one of the newest Destroyers, the USS DEWEY (DDG 105). CHUNG-HOON got to shoot three missiles at some challenging targets and scored three hits! During the same underway in May, we got to help with the medevac of a civilian mariner from the NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association – they do a lot of environmental and weather research) ship OSCAR SETTE. We also did a lot of great training with some help from the experts at the Afloat Training Group – Middle Pacific. We’ll keep the training going throughout deployment.

It was great to see all the families and friends on the pier and at Hospital Point as we departed for deployment on June 1st.  Our mission for this deployment is presence and theater security in the Western Pacific, working for Seventh Fleet. We’ll also get to participate in the Cooperation Afloat Training and Readiness (CARAT) series of exercises with many of our partners in east Asia. CARAT is an annual series of exercises in which we train with our partners in the western Pacific in several missions, including Surface Warfare, Submarine Warfare, and VBSS (Visit, Boarding, Search, and Seizure). This improves our ability to operate together when real crises erupt, whether instability like we are seeing in Korea, or anti-piracy, which is a constant focus. Shortly after we got underway, we welcomed our Air Department, Detachment 4 of HSL-37, onboard with their two helos and 23 Sailors.
Our first mission was scheduled to be support for President Obama’s visit to Indonesia. Unfortunately, the President had to postpone his trip until later in the year, but it was interesting to prepare the ship to directly support the President!

A few days ago, we pulled into Guam overnight to refuel and pick up some important parts. I’m happy to report that we were able to fix our primary internet and e-mail systems, so we will be able to stay in touch much more easily now than during the first week of deployment.

Today, we are at sea heading to our next mission. Since it is Sunday, everyone got a chance to get a little extra rest and attend church services. As I write this, the Officers are cooking burgers, dogs, and chicken for the crew on the flight deck. The music is playing, and there is a good game of ‘hackey sack’ happening on the flight deck.

Thanks to all of the CHUNG-HOON Ohana for supporting your Sailors and for your patience when the e-mail wasn’t flowing as quickly as normal. Finally, listed below are some of our super Sailors who have achieved some significant milestones since we departed:
Promoted to Lieutenant:

LT Michelle Aleszczyk

LT Ernest Fernandez

Frocked to Petty Officer First Class:

EN1 Milcon Dumlao

GSM1 Alan Hubble

STG1 Kiagu Karanja

OS1 Kinsley Valle

Frocked to Petty Officer Second Class:
EM2 Kenneth Adams

AD2 Keron Allen

IT2 Brian Bull

CTT2 Julianrae Gonzales

FC2 Nicholas Harman

FC2 Sean Mizer

ET2 Patrick Senas

CTR2 James Wheeler

Promoted to Petty Officer Third Class:

IC3 Lowell Strickland

Frocked to Petty Officer Third Class:

LS3 Andrea Bailey

HM3 Jacob Bigley

OS3 Anthony Donno

OS3 Raymond Hosmer

GM3 Daylon Jordan

IT3 Jonathan MayenKrogstad

EN3 Cody Mills

OS3 Blake Moya

OS3 Kaylynn Nieman

IT3 Ashley Stevens

AD3 Jeffrey Trumble

GSE3 David Vanderhoff

CTR3 Stephen Weaver

Sea Warriors of the Week:

LSSN Ostrowski

IT3 Mayan

Snipe of the Month:

DC3 Perez

Imua e’ Na Koa Kai!

Very Respectfully,

CDR Scott Erb

Commanding Officer

CHUNG-HOON on the web: 
http://www.public.navy.mil/surfor/ddg93/Pages/default.aspx
CHUNG-HOON on FaceBook:
 http://www.facebook.com/pages/Pearl-Harbor-HI/USS-CHUNG-HOON-DDG-93/122211737802543
CHUNG-HOON FRG on FaceBook:
 http://www.facebook.com/pages/USS-CHUNG-HOON-FRG/124877257531884?v=wall
