11 Nov 08
Update #4
Aloha Family and Friends,


The exercises continue – and today is Veteran’s Day so if you see a Veteran in any of the pictures, send him/her an email!

Before I launch into Veteran’s Day at sea, it is worth mentioning a couple of things about the last three days.  The seas were up a bit on Sunday.  They were probably 8-10 ft range and while 8-10 is not massive, it is significant and you begin to appreciate just how powerful the ocean.  Fortunately our Sunday tasking was relatively light and we were able to pick courses which allowed the ship to ride well in the seas.  The rest of Sunday involved some exercises but for the most part, it was like most Sunday’s at sea are; a chance for our shipmates to catch their breath, catch up on paperwork, studying, sleep and other fun things.  While not normally the case, we were close enough to shore to pick up some local television and we were able to watch some Sunday afternoon foot ball.  That is always a big hit on the mess decks.  

By Monday the seas had laid down sufficiently that normal operations continued and we continued our focus on multi-ship training exercises.  One thing you will find interesting about our normal routine.  Each morning the Officer of the Deck (my direct representative in charge of maneuvering the ship) gets on the 1MC announcing circuit and provides the OOD morning show.  The OOD talks about the weather, the events of the day, maybe a joke and anything else which seems to come to mind.  There is usually a song playing in the background.  I believe we will start including any birthdays in the morning announcement.  An energetic OOD can really start the day off well for the whole crew.  Oh – and it was our Marine Corps brother’s birthday on Monday.  In honor of such a momentous event, several of our officers stopped by our barber for a little closer hair cut (often called a high and tight!).


And now today – Veteran’s Day.  The OOD did a great job providing some initial background and his view of the importance of Veteran’s Day.  I got on the 1MC a bit later and highlighted the importance of the day and what it means to all of us.  Part of my talk included:
---------------
Veteran’s Day was set aside to honor veterans from our great wars.  The day involves parades, speeches and moments of silence as we think about the storied history of our nation’s military.  Valley Forge, Yorktown, the shores of Tripoli, the USS Constitution vs. 5 British warships at the start of the war of 1812, the Monitor and Merrimack, Gettysburg, the trenches in France, the Battle of the Atlantic, D-Day,  island hopping in the Pacific, Chosin Reservoir, The DMZ, Hue, and more recently, the our actions in the Arabian gulf region.  For our ship, the connection is more personal – back to 14 April 1945 aboard the USS SIGSBEE.  The Commander (CDR Chung-hoon) and her crew were off the coast of Okinawa battling kamikazes – one hit the fantail.  CDR Chung-hoon was awarded the Navy Cross and Silver Star for heroism in battling the damage while continuing to fight.  His award represents the fighting spirit of the entire SIGSBEE crew and now we, aboard USS CHUNG-HOON have a responsibility to carry on that legacy.  
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These SIGSBEE crewmembers gave the ultimate sacrifice in the face of the enemy.  We honor them by our service today.  

It is right to remember them and it right for Americans to remember us.  We have a responsibility to - I ask each of you at some point today to walk up to the main deck and stare out into the vast ocean and say a prayer, give a moment of silence or simply smile as you remember all those who have gone before us.  And then I request you to do an about face and step off smartly and execute your duties exceptionally well.

Veterans day is more than remembering the past, it is about acknowledging the present and looking forward to the future.  America is proud of us – we must live up to that expectation!

I can think of no better way to honor our fellow veterans across the country and across the globe than to be out at sea, involved in exercises, and preparing to deploy – 

IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).

---------------


And with that, we carried out the business of the day – training for future tasking.  Later in the evening, we gathered as shipmates on the mess decks and had cake and ice cream to celebrate the day.  


Keep smiling and home – we look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney

