8 Nov 08
Update #3
Aloha Family and Friends,


We have been very busy out here off the coast of California.  What does that really mean?  Well, let me try to explain department by department:
Administration and Navigation Department:  Nav/admin shipmates do exactly what the name implies; they take care of personnel administration for shipmates newly arrived or departing and a variety of other admin or personnel functions.  The navigation side of the department includes the quartermasters who work on the bridge and keep CHUNG-HOON sailing in safe water.  Medical also falls into the NAV/ADMIN department and our three corpsmen keep all of us healthy both by directly taking care of illness/minor injuries and by inspecting the food, water and the rest of the ship to maintain very high sanitary conditions.  

Air Department:  We carry two SH-60 helicopters and the Air Department is responsible for the maintenance and operation of the two helicopters.  It is a small department of less than 40, but they are responsible for one of CHUNG-HOON’s most capable assets.  Our helicopters are incredibly useful in searching the surrounding waters both for surface contacts and subsurface contacts.  They provide tactical contact information which is fed into our combat information center.  The department works around the clock to keep our two birds flying.

Combat Systems Department:  The Combat Systems Department focuses on the electronics of the ship.  The AEGIS Weapons System, including the SPY radar, information display systems and other electronic equipment are components that the Combat Systems Department owns and operates.  They also manage all the communication systems.  Life is great when everything works, however, like all complex systems, there is always something to work on and improve/repair.  The electronics technicians are also able to troubleshoot and repair circuit cards.
Engineering Department:  Our engineers do the obvious things like make the ship move through the water, keep the lights on, and make fresh water.  Additionally, they lead our damage control training and make major repairs throughout the ship, including welding, engraving, valve repair/replacement, and electrical work.  Almost every wire on the ship belongs to the electricians and do you know how many fluorescent lights we have – thousands!  The engineers have the replacement bulbs.  Most importantly, they maintain our 7 gas turbine engines are running smoothly so we can go slow or fast whenever we need to.
Operations Department:  The Operations Department has responsibility in a variety of areas around the ship.  First Division is primarily responsible for material condition and perseveration topside (the skin of the ship).  These Bos’ns mates are the leaders for all deck evolutions including anchoring and replenishment at sea.  The other divisions in Operations Department are more focused on internal operations within the Combat Information Center (CIC), the nerve center from which the ship is fought.  These shipmates manage what we call the tactical picture, support navigation, and control aircraft.  It is hard to describe many of the things they actually do, but once you come aboard for a tour and see the inside of CIC, you will understand the complex responsibilities they have.
Supply Department:  The Supply Department is responsible for services, parts, food, dispersing, the ship’s store, laundry, and the post office, just to name a few.  From the 220 sodas which are purchased daily, to the hundreds of pounds of laundry done weekly, to the 160 haircuts completed in the month of October, supply shipmates are the backbone which supports all other departments.  They serve quality 3 meals a day to 300 people and everyone appreciates the night baker – because after about 3 days underway, we start making our own bread – and that always tastes better than the store bought variety.  
Weapons Department:  The Weapons Department is responsible for just what the name implies – all of CHUNG-HOON’s weapons, from small arms, to the 5inch main battery to the missiles.  Each of our different sailor ratings within the Weapons Department are responsible for the maintenance and use of different types of ordinance.  In many cases, they are the tip of CHUNG-HOON’s spear in Strike missions, naval gunfire support, or simply ship self defense.  They lead our focus on undersea warfare.  

So that is an overview of each department and what they do.  I suspect you know what your sailor does, but I hope that was helpful in putting the whole picture into prospective.  I will leave you with one additional paragraph.  


Yesterday we were all up at 0400 and we went alongside an oiler to get gas.  It was a little earlier than normal, but that what our appointed time so we lined up and came alongside the cargo/fueling ship.  We were along side (about 170 ft apart traveling at 15 mph) the supply ship with hoses connected for little over an hour and we took on about 200,000 gallons of fuel – we use a little bit bigger hose than you do at the gas station and our credit card has a bit higher limit.  Following the underway replenishment, we conducted operations with several other ships throughout the day and evening, including launching one of our helicopters several times in support of those operations.  It was a busy, but typical day.  

Keep smiling and home – we look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney

