1 Feb 09
Update #3
Aloha Family and Friends,


We made it!  We are pierside in Okinawa, just in time for the Super Bowl tomorrow.  Many of us had the opportunity to go out in town this afternoon and do a little exploring around the island.  It is a bit colder here, particularly with our Hawaii thin blood but nothing a jacket or pull over can’t handle.  

In my previous update, we talked about some of the training we do on a regular basis.  We focus most of our energy on our preparations however, we do take the opportunity to fun as well.  Some things are simple and some take a bit more work.  For example, Sunday’s underway are favorite Hat day.  It is an interesting day because we sports fans, racing fans, and a variety of other styles!  It is a minor thing, but when we wear uniforms every day all the time, a day wearing your second favorite hat (the first favorite being our CHUNG-HOON hats – of course! () is refreshing.

Sunday afternoons are normally reserved for Steel Beach Picnics- essentially a cookout on the flight deck.  Each department takes a turn behind the grill, the ship slows down, we play music and most importantly, take a little time to relax.  For a variety of reasons, our first Sunday passed by without a Steel Beach, and today we pulled in – so we are still looking forward to our first opportunity!


Saturday nights are MWR nights.  We have had two so far.  The first Saturday evening was a Texas-Hold’Em tournament.  We had about 25 potential card sharks and after several hours, we came up with our true Card Shark.s.  They were: 

First Place: 
OS1 Holzwarth
Second Place:
FC1 Pruitt

Third Place:
IT2 Sandoval


The second Saturday night was dominated by Bingo.  Bingo will be a regular event on deployment.  ½ the money raised for the cards goes towards the evening winners while the rest of the money is put aside for the final blackout game at the end of the deployment.  It should be quite an exciting build up.  Each of this week’s bingo winners won $50.  The winners were:


NC1 Corey



IT2 Reyes



HM3 Ainsworth



EN3 Moncibiaz


Two additional things happens Saturdays – first Saturday is Pizza night!  We make some 
great pizzas aboard.  The second normal Saturday evening event is Movie Night on the Flight Deck.  We pull out our sound system and project the movie onto one of the Flight Deck Hanger doors.  Unfortunately, we didn’t quite make it this past Saturday – the weather picked up a bit and with 8-10 ft swells, the ship was moving around pretty well.  At times, the wind exceeded 50 knots and that would have challenged any who wanted to enjoy watching the movie!  Hopefully next Saturday, the weather will be more corporative.

There you have it, some of the fun things we do while we are out!


One more thing you might have noticed based on our near daily pictures:  We conducted an underway replenishment (UNREP) late last week.  Often ships will have a mascot which is displayed during major events such as an UNREP.  We have seen full dragon or dinosaur costumes – often like sports team mascots.  CHUNG-HOON did not have a mascot until recently – and given our name and heritage, we could only have one mascot – a Hawaiian Warrior!  Our Bull Ensign (most senior Ensign) and Communications Officer, ENS Andrew Smith, was charged with establishing our mascot.  If you look closely, one picture last week was of Andrew as a Hawaiian Warrior, holding his spear while we were alongside USNS PECOS (a supply ship).  He was great and now we have a number of people interested being the mascot in the future!
IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).  We look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney
