12 July 09
Update #24
Aloha Family and Friends,


We are even closer as we continue to head east!  People are getting excited all over the place – at home, on the ship – virtually everywhere.  


Well, we sent a few people home on leave and we brought 25 tigers aboard the ship to ride the next leg of the trip.  It is interesting to see so many parents and a few young folks aboard – it tends to brighten up the day every time I walk around.  They are interested in what we do and they want to see everything our sailors can do.  My shipmates love to show people what they do and how well we do it and thus we have a great situation!  What is the result – a bunch of tired tigers!


Not only that, this leg of the trip we are completely jammed with training drills and evolutions.  The extra work should allow us to complete any final qualifications for our sailors and fine tune our teams one more time.  Packed in and among all the shipboard training requirements are our events for tigers.  This morning we drove a few man overboard maneuvering evolutions and this afternoon we completed a Combat scenario and Engineering drills all for training and the tigers got to watch!  This evening we attempted celestial navigation and I say attempted because we got through all the paperwork but the clouds did not cooperate and we couldn’t actually shoot the stars.

Several tigers purchased flags which they brought with them to be flown aboard at some point on the cruise.  The first several flag flyings occurred today and folks spelled something with our signal flags at the same time as flying their US flag.  It should be fun over the next few days.

That is it for now.  The bottom line is, the Tigers are aboard safe and sound.
IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).  We look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney
