6 June 09
Update #20
Aloha Family and Friends,


It has been a very busy two weeks since I last wrote.  We were south of the equator and heading south east.  Some of the things we did were as follows:


We had our May Birthday Meal on the Mess Decks on 23 May.  The Supply Department really put on quite a spread for the 25 or so crew members with May birthdays.  The lobster tail and steak were quite good but the desert was exceptional!


We pulled into Bali Indonesia shortly there after and we were ready for some liberty.  Unfortunately, the seas were not – and swells prevented us from effectively using our Accommodation Ladder to get off the ship.  We eventually were able to get folks off the ship and on the beach – thought the process was slow and safe.  Once a shore though – wow!  On the first day after a liberty port, I always walk around and ask how it went and I heard some great stories.  Many on the crew went white water rafting and loved it.  The river went through a canyon and the views were spectacular.  Others went exploring the island on day tours our by just renting a taxi for the day and using the driver as a tour guide.  Nearly everyone took advantage of the exchange rate and went shopping.  As you look through the stores back home and you see the labels, many say made in China and others say made in Indonesia.  Well – we saw where the made in Indonesia is made!  For example, I bought a drum from a particular shop and after bargaining with him, we settled on 900,000 Rupiah ($75).  The fun/interesting thing was the man I bargained with was the same person who carved out and made the drum!  Each one of us experienced the same thing with wood, metal or stone items.  Notice the exchange rate: 1 US dollar to 10300 Rupiah so when most of us took $100 dollars out of the ATM, we were instantly millionaires!  Well – not really but it was cool to see a 100,000 Rupiah note.

Anyway, our soccer team played against an Indonesian navy team and despite being at sea for a while, our team played very well and the game ended 0-0.  Both teams had a great time and from an international relations prospective, a tie score was an excellent outcome!


We got underway from Bali and headed north and of course you know what we did – we trained!  More drills and a General Quarters event as well and a normal Sunday steel beach picnic.  Sunday was also the day we crossed back over the equator so at 1400, we stopped the ship on the equator and looked for the white line in the water.  It was hard to see so we opened up the fantail for swimming and quite a number of people were able to swim on the equator!  The water was warm and the seas were calm.


Monday had us back in the game focused on joining one of our sister ships from our squadron back home.  We completed several exercises with her and we began our participation with the CARAT exercises.  Cooperation Afloat Readiness And Training (CARAT) is an exercise the US, Singapore, Malaysia, Philippines, Brunei, and Thailand hold every year in the summer.  The exercise includes a phase where all the navies work together at once and there is a phase where we work with each Navy individually.  We are now in the Singapore phase.  We had an opportunity to conduct exercises with several Singapore ships and now we are moored in Singapore conducting several of the shore events.  These are great relation building exercises because we are able to quickly get into conversations with our counterparts on subjects we are all familiar with – the Sea and the challenges of operating there!

That is it for now.

IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).  We look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney
