5 April 09
Update #13
Aloha Family and Friends,


It is a lazy Sunday out in the middle of the ocean, the seas are calm, the skies are clear and the crew is relaxing on the fantail/flight deck.  No reveille this morning – what is the world coming to?  Well – it is only partially true!  We don’t have reveille on Sundays and everyone (including me) look forward to waking up a little later in the morning.  We don’t run movies all night, but we play movies on Fridays and Saturday nights until 0200 rather than the normal midnight.  We don’t do a lot ship wide specific training on Sundays though there is always a lot of training going on.

In fact, Sunday is a great day for our shipmates to work on their Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist qualification (ESWS).  ESWS is a qualification which covers all shipboard systems and shipboard operations.  The knowledge is very detailed and covers a broad range of topics.  It is not an easy qualification because there is so much information and it is critical to the ship and to each of our sailors.  For the ship, the more knowledge each of us has about ship operations, the more we are able to work together to achieve mission accomplishment.  Individually, the qualification is required by the navy for our more senior sailors.  Our goal is to qualify 60 of our crew members ESWS by the time we return.  This is certainly ambitious, but possible because we work hard to create opportunities for our shipmates to learn and study the information.  In addition to daily training opportunities, our Chief’s Mess runs what they call the ESWS Rodeo every Sunday and essentially several of the chiefs go to specific locations and provide significant training on their specific area.  The crew loves it because they are getting the information from our experts and on Sunday, everyone has time to walk around and ask questions.  

From my prospective, when I see an ESWS pin on one of my shipmate’s uniforms, I know I am looking at a solid leader aboard CHUNG-HOON who is fully competent in their rate, as well as in the areas of damage control, maintenance and material management, safety, watch standing, and has a strong general knowledge of combat systems, weapons employment, engineering, and shipboard operations.  


You might have noticed some of the pictures show our ladies in pony tails and our men (myself included) with a bit more facial hair than is normally allowed.  It is true and we have not completely gone off the deep end, we have a beard growing contest underway.  Usually there is a time on deployment where the ship will be underway for a significant stretch (5-6 weeks or so) and we have taken the opportunity to see who can grow the best beard!  Rest assured, by the time we pull back into port, the beards will be gone and we will be back to our normal clean shaven appearance.  It is one of the more popular contests we run on deployment.


Friday was a busy day and night and we finished the night with an awards ceremony for several of our shipmates.  We awarded our 2008 Sailors of the Year Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medals, we promoted two sailors, we recognized our Sea Warrior of the Week and we recognized one of our sailors for achieving ESWS and another for a significant qualification on the bridge.  The awardees were:
SH1 (SW) Jose Martinez – 2008 Sailor of the Year

EMFN Kenneth Adams – 2008 Blue Jacket Sailor of the Year

STG3 Adam Grubba – promoted to Third Class Petty Officer

HTFA Dominick Fogle – promoted to Fireman Apprentice

IT3 Jonathan Wood – Selected as the Sea Warrior of the Week

SHSN Stanley Anderson – Qualified Master Helmsman


All were very important qualifications and we cheered for each awardee.  At the end of the ceremony, the awardees lead us in the CHUNG-HOON chant and for those of you who have never heard of the CHUNG-HOON Chant – let me tell you!  It sounds like this:

Our awardees shouted “Are you ready?”
Our crew shouted “Always ready!”

Our awardees shouted “CHUNG-HOON!”

Our crew shouted “Sea Warriors!”

Our awardees shouted “CHUNG-HOON!”

Our crew shouted “Sea Warriors!”

Our awardees shouted “CHUNG-HOON!”

Our crew shouted “Sea Warriors!”

Then one awardee stated: attention to the Sailor’s Creed:

Our entire crew recited the Sailor’s Creed:

“I am a United States Sailor.

I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States of America and I will obey the orders of those appointed over me.

I represent the fighting spirit of the Navy and those who have gone before me to defend freedom and democracy around the world.

I proudly serve my country’s Navy combat team with Honor, Courage, and Commitment.

I am committed to excellence and the fair treatment of all.”
Its great – you can see pride and dedication in the eyes staring back at me.  

That is it for now.

IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).  We look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney
