









6 June 2010
Dear CHAFEE Friends and Families,

Another good week at sea for your ship and Sailors!  The following are the highlights:  
Sunday, 30 May
Another uneventful Sunday routine at sea.  Normally the only scheduled events in the morning are the Protestant and Catholic Lay Services, and we have trained lay readers in the crew to lead those services.  Unfortunately, O-5 commands don’t rate a Navy Chaplain so I am always on an active look-out for opportunities to “borrow” one from another command.  I am an Elvis Presley fan, though not the jumpsuit-wearing variety one finds in Vegas (however I am thankful for Elvis impersonators, the unsung heroes of the tribute industry), so it is not unusual for the crew to find me on Sundays working to a collection of Elvis Presley’s Gospel works interspersed with his other great hits.  (Quick plug for your bucket list: go to Memphis and visit Graceland.  Enough said!)
It was a beautiful day, a nice change from what we had experienced the past two weeks.  The ship is on a southerly course en route to Sepangar, Malaysia, on the west coast of Borneo.  Sepangar is home to a Royal Malaysian Navy base close to Kota Kinabulu.  
The ESWS Rodeos continue to be a great motivator, and I was happy to find Sailors with their PQS books in the Crew’s Mess for training and signatures, as well as about the ship.  I happened past the forward AFFF Station after a lunchtime work-out.  DC1 Daniel Williams was there with 5-6 ESWS candidates learning about the operation of this very important fire fighting system.  DC1 was wearing eyeglasses, which I assumed was one of his Master Training Specialist tricks for effective teaching.
Because of our arrival time tomorrow, and the usual bustle associated with entering port, I borrowed the crew’s attention for a few minutes to consider Memorial Day.  I borrowed a message from the American Veteran’s Organization that captured nicely the history and meaning behind the day to read over the 1MC.  After, I played the U.S. Marine Corps Band’s touching performance of “Auld Lang Syne”, a song often featured in memorial events because of its central theme of remembrance.

The Navigation Brief for entering port tomorrow morning was conducted at 1500 in the Crew’s Mess. A very straightforward approach, the largest challenge may come in the form of underpowered tugs.  We will need to be patient.

The Wardroom finished their Steel Beach Picnic preparations this afternoon, and started inventing fire in the grill at 1530 on the Flight Deck.  The food was great, especially the ribs which were well prepared and tender.  I got out late, missing the chicken that didn’t last long.  LCDR Mike Norton’s cheesy potato casserole was worth the wait and met expectations.  I have to agree with ENS Jamie Fujimoto that the Officer’s did a bang-up job and put on perhaps the best Steel Beach yet experienced this deployment.
Monday, 31 May (Memorial Day)
The Junior Officers who stand Officer of the Deck Underway on the Bridge clearly subscribe to the school of thought I espoused when I was once in their steel-toed boots: “If I have to be up at this ungodly hour, then I won’t feel the least bad about calling and waking the CO.”  I don’t think I slept more than 30 minutes straight through the night.  Not wholly unexpected as we closed the coast and port of Kota Kinabalu.  The many small fishing vessels must have been conspiring too, because they all were coming close enough to trigger my 8,000 yard Closest Point of Approach (CPA) rule that demands the OOD provide a contact report and maneuvering recommendation.  I don’t have any trouble taking the reports, but later in the work day my thinking can become more clouded and I know it is time for a 30-minute DaVinci nap (in some corners known as “sleep of genius”, but where I am concerned I suspect my mother would concede the jury is still out) to recharge.
This morning we were scheduled to enter Sepangar, Malaysia, one of the East Malaysian states on the island of Borneo.  Our pierside time was 0900, and a relatively short transit in restricted waters was required.  The bay is actually wide open, and the surrounding islands, big and small, are beautifully forested.  Recent bouts of rainy weather we were spared from this morning, and the sea and wind conditions were extremely favorable.  The result was a well-executed evolution and CHAFEE safely moored at the Royal Malaysian Navy base.  After the port brief, working party, and CO’s Call, liberty call was put down.  

XO was promoted this afternoon to the rank of Commander.  The NAVADMIN was released several days ago with the authorization for June 1st.  We convened the Officers in the Wardroom early this afternoon, and CMC King joined us for the occasion.  

Since the wash khaki uniform has been purged from our sea bags, the only real choices were Summer Whites or poly-wool khakis.  We went with the latter, reason being it is awkward to pin new collar devices over the stitched style on the NWUs or coveralls.  With little preamble, I administered the oath of office, and CMC and I pinned our new Commander.  In the XO’s remarks to the Wardroom, he discussed the professional choices made in his first 15 years, based on the influence of great leaders and a passion for the Navy.  He was also grateful for his wife and children who sustain him.  I followed with a rhetorical question I ask all Officers and Sailors who advance or promote to the next grade: “What will be different tomorrow?”  I believe we are all obligated to find improvements personally and professionally.

At 1900, the XO and I headed to downtown Kota Kinabalu, a resort area, and had dinner on the waterfront at The Shamrock Irish Bar.  We found the CPO Mess in the area, having recently wrapped up a Farewell dinner for ETC Jeff Black.  A good day.

Tuesday, 1 June
I had lunch with the duty section in the Crew’s Mess today.  Tacos and chalupas were on the menu, and I think FC3 Elizabeth Galzote, who was in line with me, was laughing at her CO as I fought to wrangle a heavily steamed flour tortilla that tenaciously clung to its neighbor.  The tortilla was no longer seaworthy, but held up as a wrap. 
ENS Thomas O’Bryant (COMMO) invited me to visit Radio Central to meet Mr. Dustin Liss, our on-site tech rep assisting with network LAN repairs.  Mr. Liss is also former Navy, and I’m always reminded one doesn’t have to wear a uniform to serve their country.  I am thankful for those in the technical support field, because that is often where our greatest corporate knowledge is maintained.  You hope that our Sailors can glean some of what people like Mr. Liss knows – at some point he will retire, and one of our bright young warfighters will need to be his relief.

COMMO and I subsequently talked for 20 minutes about outdoor sports and writing.  He loves the outdoors, an avid hunter and fisherman from an area northwest of Nashville.  There is no confusion about his passion for the subject, and in detail he shared spearfishing exploits in the waters of Oahu.  After telling me about his 11th or 12th encounter with some member of superorder Selachimorpha (the shark family) while swimming with his catch (a shark surely views this as a chum happy meal), outwardly I am supportive, even encouraging.  Inwardly, I’m thinking, “What about stamps?”  


Figure 1 Characteristics of the lay shark.  Teeth clearly not at proper scale, the eyes insufficiently bloodshot…
If I were to see Figure 1 in the form of a 10-foot tiger shark, I suspect the latter part of my “fight or flight” instinct would kick in and I would quickly trade spearfishing for quilting (very laborious!).  As I left Radio, I told COMMO I would love to go fishing with him and the junior officers at some point after our return.  On a boat.  And John Paul Jones or T-Pain are welcome too.
This was the first day of a 2.5 day refresher team trainer for the Naval Surface Fire Support team.  The team was obligated to work full days while in port, which is a difficult thing to ask while their shipmates are on liberty.  But this was the only window of opportunity to get two CPO trainers from Yokosuka, Japan on the ship, and it is required for the ship to shoot the 5-inch gunnery course near Okinawa.  And CHAFEE must do the course, and do it well.  We are fortunate to have great and committed Sailors, and they did not waste this opportunity, passing the exam and the gunnery course scenarios.  I offer a shout-out for FC1 Dominick Serge (CIC Safety), the only team member to have a perfect written exam.  


This evening, following a magnificent sunset over Kota Kinabalu harbor (posted on Facebook, which if you don’t get, you need to sign up!), we hailed new arrivals ENS Jamie Fujimoto from the Naval Academy, ENS Fredrick Bills from Emory-Riddle Aeronautical University, and LT Rick Zabawa whose last duty station was USS NEW YORK (LPD 21) and literally flew in this afternoon.  The Officers offered farewell to CWO3 Jay Joglar, who returns to duty at Recruit Training Center in Great Lakes, Illinois.  Warrant Officer Joglar will work exceptionally hard training future Navy recruits for CHAFEE and other Navy units, and he is certainly motivated to do that well.  Absent the standard flower leis we routinely give in Hawaii, I presented each Officer a fresh Borneo pineapple.
Wednesday, 2 June
The defense attaché met me in CHAFEE early this morning before we proceeded to our meeting with the Commander, Naval Region 2 of the Royal Malaysian Navy.  The RMN Admiral could not be any more delightful and extended a wonderful hospitality.  

After, the DAT and I drove out to the Community Service worksite, a project organized by the Rotary Club of KK, and for which CHAFEE’s Sailors heartwarmingly volunteered immediately.  The site consisted of a home for 40 orphans, and a hostel for women to develop parenting skills.  The orphanage relies on charity and good will projects like this.  CTM1 Selena Current serves as CHAFEE’s COMREL coordinator, and did a wonderful job leading 32 Sailors and Officers.  Among the many tasks, the work involved cleaning and repainting, lawn maintenance, and refurbishment of a sand box for the children.  The positive interaction with the children and the orphanage staff was likewise an important component.  It was hot, humid, and occasionally rainy, but a wonderful display of charity by CHAFEE’s Sailors.  



A big storm system moved in after lunchtime, and precipitated a heavy rain that lasted all afternoon.  The RMN-USN sporting events were scheduled for 1500, but the outdoor volleyball match necessarily was cancelled.  But for the indoor soccer game, called Futsol by the locals, the show must go on, and it did.  XO and I rolled in 20 minutes late, and my sense was 30 minute halves were being played.  I posted some pictures on Facebook to offer a sense of the dimension of the game.  Played on a hard surface, and matched up five on five with substitutes called in at natural breaks.  With an “arena league football” style in terms of a compressed field, I likened the setting to a giant Foos-Ball table, but instead of crashing and spinning rods with attached players, here we used actual people.  Actually much more fun to watch than a normal soccer match where the games go hours without scoring, this was much higher-paced and intense with lots of scoring.  It was 3 – 1, advantage to Malaysians, when I walked in.  They certainly had great foot work, but the CHAFEE team clawed back into contention.  Our scorers were LTJG Brian Burgess with 2 goals (one featuring a magnificent assist from CS3 Keith Ralleca), 2 goals to the Chief Engineer, LT Brett LeFever, and 2 goals to the aforementioned CS3 Ralleca.  But our top scorer, and the person whose ability most clearly shined this afternoon, was CSSN Alexis Newman-Walker with 3 goals.  She played with an intensity and competitive spirit that was exciting to watch, and if I were a goalie defending against her penalty kicks, I would call for a substitute or suddenly remember I left a roast in the oven back home.
The other team members who played, and played very well, were CTTSN Melissa Davila, DC2 Kamu Calliste, CTT1 Jeff Sanchez, LS1 CruzValentin, LT Roland Guerra, CSSN Emmanuel Diaz, OS1 Michael Bell, and GSCS Curtis Giles.  While I tallied the final score at 13-9 in favor of the RMN, in the team photo, the Malaysians diplomatically scored the match even at 13-13.  It was great fun.

Thursday, 3 June
Today we were underway at 1300 for sea, and one of the Malaysian warships, the RMN ship K. D. KEDAH, was identified to join us for a passage exercise.  The Officer of the Deck who led the task of getting the ship safely to sea was LTJG Heather Beaudry, the command’s Training Officer.  The Conning Officer was LT Alexa Bestoso, the maintenance officer and one of the four pilots from the Aviation Department.  Both did well.  KEDAH is a very nice looking ship and handled in a seamanlike manner, and we followed her out.  Once clear of the harbor area, we proceeded with a flaghoist exercise, followed by two-ship DIVTACs in which the maneuvering formation was periodically modified by tactical signal, and then leapfrogs, otherwise known as replenishment-at-sea (RAS) approaches.  It was a terrific afternoon, and a great opportunity to work with a fellow grey hull – these occasions are much rarer than one would think.
CS2 Kleyon Williams reenlisted today, with the assistance of his chosen reenlisting officer, ENS Fujimoto.  I was struck by the thoughtfulness and maturity in Petty Officer Williams comments to his peers in attendance.  
My training with Department Heads went an extra 20 minutes as we discussed non-judicial punishment and the policies involved.  A lively discussion was had on the effects of NJP for enlisted personnel and officers.  An enlisted Sailor can be awarded NJP and still succeed in the Navy; an Officer awarded NJP is dead in the water, and not much longer for the service.  This realization is one that Commanding Officers must seriously weigh in Officer disciplinary matters.  It is not so easy to treat Officers and enlisted Sailors exactly the same, and an effective CO will explain that to the troops.  This also informs why Officer conduct must always be above reproach, so as never to put the CO in a position where a double standard is perceived.  It was a good talk.
Friday, 4 June
The Command focus for the ship on this day was to ensure our technicians had the time they needed to finish their maintenance for the week.  Realistically, I had to assume that they fell behind because of the visit to Kota Kinabalu.  I did not want to put our Sailors in the position of cutting corners on their maintenance requirements because they were squeezed for time, so we cleared the schedule and communicated that properly-executed maintenance was the priority.  I spend a lot of time discussing the Navy standards for everything we do, and I would rather have a technician tell me they honestly could not get it done for lack of time than be put in the position of compromising their professionalism.
I enjoyed learning about the CIWS gun mount from FC3 Samantha Lowen this afternoon during my scheduled spot check.  She is the work center supervisor, and possesses considerable knowledge for her weapon system.  I was very impressed as I peppered her with questions running from the procedural to the material.

On behalf of the First Class Petty Officer Association, DC1 Daniel Williams announced the selection of CSSN Julio Jesus as the Blue Jacket of the Week.  Only onboard for eight months, Seaman Jesus is performing like a seasoned professional and at the petty officer level.  He had a very productive work week, and was duly selected.  As his reward for superior performance this week, he is given use of the CO’s At-Sea Cabin from Friday evening until Monday morning, and a nametag that identifies him as Blue Jacket of the Week for head of the line privileges.
Saturday, 5 June
The main event for this day was another replenishment at sea with TIPPECANOE.  We needed a significant amount of fuel, and the 30+ pallets that were sent across on the cargo rig meant this would be a long evolution to the tune of 3+ hours.  Unfortunately, CHAFEE was scheduled to be alongside at 1000, and many of us would be exposed to the hot sun on this clear day.  But this was anticipated and discussed at the RAS safety brief the night before, with specific direction to hydrate well in advance as well as apply sunblock.  We also needed to be patient and avoid rushing – the duration of the evolution will test the best of us.
The approach OOD was LTJG Brian Burgess, CHE’s Fire Control Officer, and the CONN was our Gunnery Officer, ENS Douglas Duckert.  While we awaited TIP to close up the ROMEO signal flag on their starboard side to signal they were ready to receive us, the CONN used that time to determine what speed RPM would best match the supply ship, as well as establishing the perfect lateral separation utilizing the Radian Rule.  The effect of his preparation was a marvelous approach at 160 feet of lateral separation, and no delay in getting the shotlines across TIP’s deck.  This is the sort of precision one delights in seeing their people execute with.

In relatively short order, fuel and cargo was moving.  This would be a big mail day, as well as see the delivery of numerous key parts that would allow CHE’s maintainers to fix their equipment.  Food stores and ship store stock rounded out the remainder of the pallets.
The CONN was relieved by YN3 Jarvis Williams, who volunteered to drive the ship as part of his path to ESWS qualification.  Not every Sailor working toward their ESWS qual will have that opportunity – there just aren’t enough refueling opportunities to give everyone the chance – but a good number will get a taste for the Surface Warfare bnsiness.  Relieving YN3 was CTR1 Brenda Jensen.  This is CTR1’s first ship after approximately 7 years in the Navy, and she did exceptionally well like the first two CONNs today.  After, she talked about her level of nervousness, but I never saw it.  I spent most of the evolution in my bridgewing chair, working on an awesome farmer’s tan as LTJG Burgess did an equally awesome job mentoring the CONNs.

CHE’s First Lieutenant, ENS Brendan Pigott, was the 4th conning officer, and he eventually handed the final duties off to QM1 Charles Hughes.  QM1 is an outstanding petty officer who is standing bridge watches to work on his OOD letter, and he held the CONN for 30+ minutes as we awaited a conclusion to the evolution that never seemed to come.  The most exciting moment of the evolution occurred during QM1’s watch, as a medium sized fishing vessel slowly scuttled on a course form port to starboard that would cross both our bows, except that a check on bearing drift revealed this to be a CBDR situation (Constant Bearing, Decreasing Range) – a prescription for collision.  On a clear day like this, there could be no confusion to the situation developing.  TIP is the officer in charge of the evolution, and so far, this fishing vessel had not elicited a reaction.  I asked the OOD to raise TIP on the B2B safety channel, and advise of the fishing vessel on TIP’s port bow.  I don’t think TIP recognized the vessel was there, and promptly reported they would issue five short blasts of the ship’s whistle to indicate danger.  The danger signal must have been received, because the wake of the fishing vessel bloomed and it continued across and clear of both ships, passing down CHE’s starboard side by 300-400 yards.  I was only moments away from ordering an Emergency Breakaway.

When the evolution finally completed after 1300, and all lines were clear, because we had low winds across the deck I let QM1 order a flank bell, and CHAFEE thundered ahead and out front to proceed to next tasking.
In debrief, I learned that our Master Helmsman Under Instruction, BMSN Dara Weaver, had driven the entire evolution at the helm without break.  I was amazed at her stamina, and equally amazed at her precision throughout the entire evolution.  A level of effort to truly be proud of and receive comment.

DC1 Jhoel Camaso reenlisted today in the General Workshop, and his division officer, LTJG Ryan Bohning, did a very professional job of administering the oath of reenlistment.  DC1 Camaso talked about the great four years in CHAFEE, and is due to transfer soon to Afloat Training Group Middle Pacific in Pearl Harbor.  I was ecstatic to see a cake and ice cream at the reenlistment.  The cake was of course prepared by CHAFEE’s crack Culinary Specialists as part of the reenlistment ceremony request.

I had a great meeting with CHAFEE’s new CIC Officer, LT Rick Zabawa, reporting to us after several years assigned in USS NEW YORK (LPD 21), a ship that will forever sail in tribute to the victims of 9/11.  I can only imagine what a motivating experience that was for Rick, and we are lucky to have him in CHAFEE.
Overall, another excellent week at sea.  Everyone is continuing to be productive, and finding the time to grow personally and professionally.  I am proud of the job our Sailors are doing, and thankful for their service to our Navy and country.

Sincerely,

Chase D. Patrick

Commanding Officer
USS CHAFEE (DDG 90)

Commanding the Seas

