









16 May 2010
Dear CHAFEE Friends and Families,

In case you have not read my letter of introduction provided to CHAFEE’s Ombudsman, my name is Commander Chase Patrick and I relieved Commander Heedong Choi on April 24th as Commanding Officer of your Sailor’s ship.  You can learn more about my background at the Biography section of the website.


I would like to tell you about the great week we have enjoyed and just completed.  
Sunday, 9 May: The ship was inport Singapore for several days, enough to complete some needed maintenance (principally in the Engineering Department), refuel, receive several new shipmates, and say farewell to two other shipmates who completed three good and productive years in CHAFEE.  The highlight of the stop in Singapore was that many of our shipmates were able to see the new blockbuster “IRON MAN 2.”  Naturally, I found out the movie was playing locally after we got underway.  For the most part, everyone eligible for liberty was able to get off the ship and do something nice for themselves.
Monday, 10 May: Safely got the ship back to sea in the Singapore Strait.  

Tuesday, 11 May: I got a call at 0555 that a small fishing boat was flashing an S-O-S light signal.  It is our duty to provide assistance to any fellow mariner in distress, and in this case, after closing we determined that assistance was not in fact required.  Because we are at the halfway point for E-6 evaluations, CMC and I began a series of mid-term counseling sessions for all First Class Petty Officers.  I feel obligated to perform the counseling since I am the reporting senior in their evaluations this November.  Had a very good Man Overboard drill, and part of the drill was to deploy the SAR swimmer, IT2 Coley, in the water to recover “Oscar.”  Everyone did great.  ENS Post had a good OOD Underway qualification board, and completed a Pre-action Calibration fire on the CIWS gun mount, firing nearly 400 rounds.


Wednesday, 12 May: Sailors always surprise!  QM3 Eclevia and QMSN West did a marvelous job in the starboard ladderwell going to the bridge.  On a dark blue vertical bar painted under the ladderwell they affixed the letters “U-S-S-C-H-A-F-E-E” cut from luminescent strips; at the top, in a very nicely scripted manner was painted “Commanding the Seas”, the CHAFEE motto.  This is now very likely the nicest space on the ship, and certainly the one that inspires the most pride in me.  DC1 Williams likewise took the initiative to build a fabulous ESWS qualification tracking board, and mount it on the door to his ER09 DCPO shop.  Very motivating!  

Thursday, 13 May: LTJG Beaudry and LTJG Burgess passed their AAWC qual board, and Zone Inspection was conducted in pre-selected spaces around the ship.

Friday, 14 May: Had the opportunity to launch the small boat for the first time in several weeks, and it worked!  Later in the morning we had a rendezvous with USNS ALAN SHEPARD for fuel, a very professionally executed evolution.  Among the conning officers who drove the ship while we were alongside at 180 feet were LSSN Williams and STG3 Rivera.  Both Sailors are close to completing their ESWS quals and earning their pins, and I wanted them to have a true Surface Warfare experience.  Both did great!

Saturday, 15 May: A busy day for the CO, but a productive day for your Sailors.  FC2 Johns successfully passed his Combat Systems Coordinator board, and OS1 Thurmond and OS1 Valenzuela earned their AAWC qualifications.  Pizza Night, my favorite night of the week!  Later that evening the ship transited an area where we were treated to an impressive lightning show overnight, and ran through the occasional rain squall.

Overall, a good week at sea.  Everyone is staying busy, and most are availing themselves of opportunities to improve themselves personally and professionally.  I am proud of the job they are doing, and thankful for their service to our Navy and country.

Sincerely,

Chase D. Patrick

Commanding Officer
USS CHAFEE (DDG 90)

Commanding the Seas

