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1 October 2011

KEY WEST, FLORIDA




Dear Families, Friends, and Honored Guests,

Today as we celebrate USS SPRUANCE’s commissioning and entry into the Fleet, we matk a turning point
in the life of our ship and her first crew. On behalf of the Officers, Chief Petty Officers, and crew, let me
extend my sincerest thanks to you for joining us on this occasion. This event represents the culmination of
years of planning, preparation, and hard work. It has been made possible through the tireless support and
enthusiasm of those here today, and that of countless others. It is our honor and privilege to present to you
the sixty-first ship of the Arleigh Butke class, and the first destroyer of her kind in the new decade.

Our ship carries on the proud and enduring legacy of Admiral Raymond Ames Spruance, a prolific leader
and hero of the Pacific theater in World War II, and is the second ship to bear his name on the active list.
Our crew and our ship stand as a testament to Admiral Spruance’s courage, tactical genius, and unwavering
commitment to service to his Navy and to his country. Through his decisive leadership and quiet fortitude,
Admiral Spruance’s ability to “Launch the Attack” and win, achieved victory in the hardest won battles of
the campaign, from Midway to Philippine Sea, the Marshall Islands to Okinawa. To bear the name and the
legacy of an American of such illustrious achievements seem both right and fitting for the Navy’s newest and
most advanced destroyer.

The SPRUANCE you see today is the product of not only the exceptional skill and craftsmanship of her
builders at Bath Tron Works, but also the energy and dedication of her crew. The shipyard constructed this
billion dollar masterpiece for over five years and most of the crew ha trained titelessly for up to two yeats to
reach this historic day. The fruit of their labor shows in the incredible feat they have accomplished in bring-
ing SPRUANCE to life and making her ready to stand with her sister ships in the Fleet.

Our successes thus far are owed, in no small patt, to the love and support of our families. The houts spent
to build, equip, and train SPRUANCE represent only a fraction of the cost, as our families and loved ones
t0o have paid a price. For this, we are forever grateful and appreciative. While we often talk of our ship, this
is in fact the American people’s ship. Thetefore the commissioning of USS SPRUANCE today is as much
an occasion for you to celebrate as it is for us. In the traditions of American shipbuilding, which began on
the Kennebec Rivet, Maine in 1762, SPRUANCE is a well-found vessel, with a fine bow, built for speed and
a seakindly motion. She is soundly constructed, exquisitely finished, and stands in the defense of our Nation
as the most capable combatant warship in the world today.

Tate Westbrook
Commanding Officer
USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111)







TAUNCH HE AL TACK”

R.aymond Ames Spruance was born on July 3rd, 1886 in Baltimore,
Maryland. A graduate of the United States Naval Academy, Class of
1906, Spruance’s naval career began as a Passed Midshipman aboard
the USS Iowa. After circumnavigating the world as part of Theo-
dore Roosevelt’s “Great White Fleet,” Spruance received his com-
mission and promotion to Ensign in 1908. Prior to the outbreak of
war with Japan, Spruance held a diverse array of engineering, intelli-
! gence, staff, and Navy War College assignments, in addition to com-
A4 mand of no less than 5 destroyers. By 1941, the now Rear Admiral
Spruance commanded Cruiser Division Five, and served as second
in command during operations in the Marshall Islands and at Wake
Island in February 1942. He is best known for his demonstrated
leadership, tactical genius, and tenacity as the Commander of Task
Force 16 during the Battle of Midway in June 1942. It was during
this engagement that Admiral Spruance’s legendary words “Launch
the Attack” were used to set his forces into action. Midway was the
first decisive defeat suffered by the Imperial Japanese Navy in three
hundred and fifty years, and a turning point in the war in the Pacific.
Following Midway, Admiral Spruance became Chief of Staff to the
_ % Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean Areas and
- L= Flater was Deputy Commander-in-Chief. In mid-1943, he was given
£ command of the Central Pacific Force, which became commander
. Pof the Fifth Fleet in April 1944. While holding that command in
1943-45, with USS Indianapolis (CA-35) as his flagship, Spruance di-
rected the campaigns that captured the Gilberts, Marshalls, Marian-
as, Iwo Jima and Okinawa and defeated the Japanese fleet in the June
1944 Battle of Philippine Sea. Admiral Spruance held command of
) the Pacific Fleet in late 1945 and early 1946. He then served as Presi-
J dent of the Naval War College until retiring from the Navy in July
1948. In 1952-55, he was Ambassador to the Philippines. Admiral
Raymond A. Spruance died at Pebble Beach, California, on 13 De-
cember 1969. To commemorate and honor his memory, two ships
have been commissioned in his name. The first, DID-963, was com-
missioned on September 20, 1975. The second, the Fleet’s newest
guided-missile destroyer, is commissioned this day, October 1, 2011.




THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE
NAVY CROSS TO ADMIRAL RAYMOND AMES SPRUANCE (NSN: 0-5844), LINITED STATES NAVY,
FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE IN THE LINE OF HIS PROIES-
SION AS COMMANDER, FIFTH FLEET, IN ACTION AGAINST ENEMY JAPANESE FORCES DURING
THE INVASION AND CAPTURE OF IWQ JIMA, VOLCANO ISLANDS, AND OKINAWA, RYUKYU
ISLANDS, FROM JANUARY TO MAY [945. RESPONSIBLE FOR. THE OPERATION OF A VAST AND
COMPLICATED ORGANIZATION WHICH INCLUDED MORE THAN 500,000 MEN OF THE ARMY,
NAVY AND MARINE CORPS, 318 COMBATANT VLSSLLS AND 1139 AUXILIARY VESSELS, ADMIR AL
SPRUANCE DIRECTED THE FORCES UNDER 1S COMMAND WITIT DARING, COURAGE AND
AGGRESSIVENESS., CARRIER UNITS OF HIS FORCE PENETRATED WATERS OF TIHE JAPANLSL
HOMELAND AND NANSEI SHOTO AND INFLICTED SEVER E DAMAGE UPON HOSTILE AIRCRAFI,
SHORE INSTALLATIONS AND SHIPPING. UNDER REPEATED ENEMY AERIAL ATTACK DURING
THE IWO INVASION, ADMIR AL SPRUANCE WAS EMBARKED ON THE USS. INDIANAPOLIS (CA-
35) WIEN TIIE STARBOARD QUARTER OF THAT VESSFL. WAS CRASHED BY A HOSTILE PLANE
WHICH PASSED THROUGH THE MAIN DECK CAUSING MANY CASUALTIES. SHIFTING HIS FLAG
TO THE USS. NEW MEXICO (BB40) ON 5 APRIL, HE CONTINUED COVERING OPERATIONS
FOR THE ASSAULT ON OKINAWA IN THE FACE OF DESPERATE ENEMY RESISTANCE AND DE
SPITE THE STRAIN OF CONSTANT ALERTS AS JAPANESE KAMIKAZES INCREASED THE FURY OF
THFIR ATTACKS AGAINST OUR COMBATANT AND AUXILIARY VESSELS. ON 12 MAY, ANOTHER
SUICIDE PLANE CRASHED THE DFECK OF HIS FLAGSHIP. HIS PROFESSIONAL SKILL, BRILLIANT
COMBAT TACTICS AND DETERMINATION IN CARRYING THE FIGHT TO THE ENEMY REFLECT
IHE HIGHEST CREDIT UPON ADMIRAL SPRUANCE AND THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE.

RAYMOND AMES SPRUANCE
ADMIRAL, LISN
NAVY CROSS






THE SHIP’S COAT OF ARMS

COMPASS ROSE

LION

TRIDENT

EIGHT-RAYCD
PHILIPPINE SUN

AVIATOR’S WINGS

The ship’s coat of arms, designed by the crew, brings to life ADM Spruance’s legacy. It reptresents
the necessary balance between the old and the new, the past and the present. In the upper left quad-
rant of the coat of arms, a rampant lion. This lion symbolizing strength and resolve, is adapted
from the features of two medals that Admiral Spruance received during World War II. In the up-
per right quadrant, a double trident. The trident is a naval symbol for supetiotity, power and mari-
time domination. This particular design of trident was featured on the original coat of arms of the
USS SPRUANCE (DD 963). In the lower left quadrant, the Philippine sun. This symbol honors
ADM Spruance’s service to the Philippines when he sctved as the United States” ambassador. In the
lower right quadrant, is a testament to the combined arms that Admiral Spruance controlled dur-
ing the War in the Pacific. The red lightning bolts honor the role of the Navy’s radio intelligence
otganization that supplied Admiral Spruance with crucial information critical to the successes scen
in the Pacific. The aviator’s wings honor Naval aviation and its role in the Battle of Midway and
the Battle of the Philippine Sea. The red disk cut in half denotes the strength of Japanese Naval
Forces that were artested when the tide of the war in the Pacific was turned at the Battle of Midway.



THE SHIP’S SPONSOR

Ellen Spruance Holscher (pictured left), is a proud
Navy Junior. She received an Associate of Arts de-
gree from Stephens College in Columbia, Missouti,
where she met her future husband, Bill, who was at-
tending the University of Missouti. In 1967 she
completed her B.A. at San Francisco State Universi-
ty just as her dad, CAPT Edward Spruance, CO of
Naval Schools Command at Treasure Island, was re-
tiring. Ellen worked in San Francisco for I. Magnin
& Co., and later at Union Oil of California, keeping
in touch with Bill while he was completing his 3-year
active duty obligation as a Supply Officer, USNR,
aboard USS TRUXTUN (DLGN-35), then ashore
at NSA Danang RVN. They were married in 1971,

Their first daugh-
ter ~Margaret was
born in 1976, fol-
lowed by  Dot-
othy in 1981, after the family moved to Atlanta. El-
len is beginning her 20th year at The Lovett School.

Margaret Spruance Holscher is the Matron of Hon-
or. She has a B.A. from Purchase College SUNY and an
M.A. from Hunter College CUNY. She resides in Phila-
delphia with her husband, Alan Sentman, and daughter Jo-
sephine Emma. She currently serves as Director of De-
velopment for the Fairmount Park Conservancy, raising

awareness and funds for Philadelphia’s 9,200-acre park system.

Dorothy Hamilton Holscher is the Maid of Honor. She at-
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tended Fordham University at Lincoln Center and York Uni- r

versity in Toronto, Canada. She lives in Brooklyn and is put-
suing a degree in Public Health at Brooklyn College CUNY.




Class
Displacement
Length

Beam

Drafl

Complement

Propulsion
Speed

Electrical

“Destroyetmen have always been proud people.

Arleigh Burke FLT ITA Sensors
9,200 tons
510 feet
66 feet
33 feet
24 Officers Armament
255 Enlisted
4 LM 2500 Gas Turbine Eng
30+ knots
3 Gas Turbine Gen
Aireraft

SPY-1D(V) Radar
SQQ-89(V)15 Sonar Suite
AN/SLQ-32(V)2 EW
SPS—67 Surlace Search Radar

Mk 41 Vertical Launch Sys
SM -2, ESSM, VLA

2 Mk 46 Triple Torpedo Tubes

5in/62 Cal Gun Weapon Sys

Small Caliber Weapons

2 SH-60R Helicopters

They have been the elite.

They have to be proud people and they have to be specially selected, for de-
stroyer life is a rugged one. It takes stamina to stand up to rigors of a tossing
destroyer. It takes even more spiritual stamina to keep going with enthusiasm
when you are tired and you feel that you and your ship are being used as a work-
horse. Tt is true that many people take destroyers for granted and that is all the

more reason why the destroyer Captain.can be proud of their accomplishment.”

Admiral Arleigh Burke



THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
June 14, 2011

COR Hichael T. Westbrook, UsH
Commanding Officer

USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111)

FPO AP 96678-1203

Cear Commander Westbhrook:

©n behalf of the Department of the Havy and the encire
Havy-Marine Corps Team, congratulations to you and the crew of
USS SPRUANCE [DDG 111) on the cosmissioning of the Navy's 61°"
Arleigh Burke-class guided missile deatroyer.

USS SPRUANCE enters the Fleet during turbulent cimes.
Today's Havy is deployed globally in support of America's safety
and security. Your ship, as the newest member of “America’s
Away Team,* cculd be called upon to conduct operations ranging
from combat or counter-piracy to humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief. I am confident that you and your crew are
equal to the heavy responsibility this confers and the special
trust that the Country has placed in you.

Your ship‘s namesake, Admiral Ray Ames Spruance, was
the leader of our greatest Pacific victories during World War
II, including the Battle of Hidway, the Battle of the Philippine
Sea, and the invasion of Okinawa. SPRUANCE and her crew will
protect America's freedoms and provide a multi-mipsion maritime
platform that will lwad the way into the future.

May your ship and crew be a living legacy to the honor,
courage and selflessness displayed by Admiral Spruance. On
behalf of the entire Navy-Marine Corps Team, welcome aboard!

b Habus

I

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
SHINGTON

b

To the crew of USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111),

Congratulati on the issioning of the USS
SPRUANCE! You enter service during a crucial time in our
history. I am confident you will confront the challenges before
you with honor, courage, and commitment.

You join a proud heritage of naval destroyers that have
defended our MNation’s security. Formerly the namesake of an
entire class of destroyers, USS SPRUANCE will help bolster
and maintain the supremacy of our surface warlare forces and
continue to set the standard for our destroyer fleet,

As you assume your responsibilities in support of our
Mation's defense, | wish you all the best and look forward to
hearing of your success.

e dae———
]
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THE ABBISTANT EECRETARY OF THE MAWY

DevILDRET,
[T -
f———

Cetober 1. 2001
Dear Commander Westbroak:

Congratalafions (o you end your erew on the commissioning of our Mavy's newest
destrayer, USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111). This important milessone i doa im large par o
the trzmendous dedication and hard work of you and your erew. Well done!

As SPRUANCE, the 61° ARLEIGH BURKE destrayer, commissions today, you
make ready to answer all beils and serve oar Nation in time of war. [n deing s, the fine
men and women of your crew carTy on the traditions and bulkd on the heritage of the
encrations of saikors who luve corse befoce i — thase whe have st sall uader an
Amcrican flag in the face of danger, bn scarch of henor and in defense of freedom.

“Launch The Attack” i a filling motlo for the SPRUANCE, reminding us of ihe
arriof whoss that epie Ammcrican vicly (hat luned the tide in the
Pacific. May the example of Admiral Spruance and these words give you strength as
you gl inte harm's way 1o protect and defend America and her ollies.

1 cogratelale you and wish you every sucoess 18 SPRUANCE jolns the finest
Mavy in the werkl. Cod bless and Godspeed.

Sincerely,

Sean 1, Stnckley

Commander M. T. Wesibwook
Commanding Olficer
USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111}
FPO AP 66781203

TIFE UNDER SECRETARY OF TRE MANY

Jaly 26,2011

CDR Micharl T. Westhrook, USN

et
USS SPRUANCE (140G 1)
FPO AP 96678-1203

Diear Commander Westbeook:

On beball of the Department of the Navy and the eatite Niny-
Marine Corps Team, cangratulations to you and ibe crew of USS
SPRUANCE (DD 111) on the commissoning of the Navy's 61° Arleigh
Blurke-elass guided missile destroyer.

Yous ship, as the sewest member of “Americe’s Away Toam,”

3 bo called up bect ot Nl o oo
plency o hmmariinrion avistence ind disaster reliel. The USS SPRUANCE
and het crew will protect Ainssidca’s freedoms and provide o mult-misiian

i ill feadd i fusare.

the way

Mry your ship and coow be a living Jegacy 1o the honor, courage sad
selflessness displayed by Adminl Raymond Ames Sprusnce. [ wish you
ined-sped. -~

e

Robert O, Work




CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

As a former SPRUANCE Sailor (DD 963), it is with great pride that
I welcome USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111) to the Fleet and congratulate all
who had a hand in bringing this magnificent ship to life.

The ships motto, “Launch the Attack,” captures the true meaning of
this formidable warship and the core of the United States Mavy’s mission,
and will inspire the crew to defeat future threats and accomplish the
missions that lie ahead. USS SPRUANCE will be essential to the Navy's
operations around the globe.

You are taking this ship to sea at a critical time in our history when
our Mation's freedom is once again challenged by ruthless and unyielding
enemies. You must meet this challenge and all others ahead. It will
require honor, courage, and commitment. If called upon, you will stand
and fight to remain unvanquished, as those who came before you have, for
such are the demands of those fortunate few who serve in our Navy.,

Godspeed and best wishes to you as you deploy this ship in support
of our Nation and for the security and prosperity of our allies and friends
worldwide.

Sincerely,

G. ROUGHEAD
Admiral, U.S. Navy

CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
w WASHINGTON, D,C. 20318-8888

CONGRATULATORY LETTER FOR
THE COMMISSIONING OF USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111)

It Is & great honor to congralulate the officers and crew of
America’s newest Arleigh Burke-class destroyer. | take greal pride in
welcoming USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111) and her plank-owners lo our
Nalion's surface fleet

Your namesake, Admiral Raymond Spruance, is a towering
figure in American naval history. Known as one of the greatest fighting
and thinking admirals, his brilliant record of achievement during World
War Il al Midway, the Philippine Sea, and in the invasions of the
Gilberts, the Marshalls, the Marlanas, and Okinawa were decisive
elemenls in the Pacific Theater victory. Your motto, “Launch the
Allack," encapsulates his complete trust in {he abilities of his
subordinates requiring only a simple order to allow momenlous events
to ocour

USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111) now sails with valor and drive as
she becomes the newest shield of the flaet. Charged to maintain the
peace with the strength of her namesake firmly in mind, the skilled,
disciplined Sallors who serve on her will sail to the far corners of the
earth as they face lhe most difiicult challenges of the 21st century.

Congratulations and bes| wishes to you on the commissioning
of USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111). On behalf of the over two million men
and women serving our armed forces, welcome o Lhe flest!

Sincerely,

Mu M
M.G. MULLEN
Admiral, U.S. Navy




COMMANDER
U.5. FLEET FORCES COMMAND

1 August 2011
Dear Commander Westbrook,

T would like to send my personal congratulations to you and the
crew of the USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111) for delivering the newest and
6lst ARLEIGH BURKE class destroyer into service with our Navy. It
is my honor and privilege to welcome you to the Fleet.

Your ship has a very proud heritage. ADM Raymond Spruance was
one of the most remarkable officers ever to serve in our Havy.
Known as *The Quiet Warrior®”, ADM Spruance compiled a combat record
as a Flag Officer during the Pacific campaign of World War ITI that
will never be equaled. Serving as Commander, TF 16 at the Battle
of Midway, Chief of Staff of the Pacific Fleet planning the Central
Pacific campaign of 1944-1945 and as Commander 5'" Fleet, ADM
Spruance’'s keen intellect, superb judgment, steely determination,
and great courage were at the heart of our victory im the Pacific.

After the war, ADM Spruance went on to serve as the President
of the Naval War College and, in retirement, as our Ambassador to
the Philippines.

ADM Spruance’s extraordinary legacy of selfless service to our
Navy and our nation was recognized when the lead ship of a new
class of destroyers built in the 19708 was christened USS SPRUANCE
(DD 963) .

You and your crew will now be charged to bring the full range
of SPRUANCE's warfighting capabilities to the Fleet and stand ready
to continue the tradition of sellless service eatablished by your
namesake, You will undoubtedly face many challenges and have to
make some very difficult decisions as you undertake duty with the
Fleet. Accordingly, I offer ADM Spruance’s own words to you for
guidanca,

*A man'e judgment is best when he can forget himself and any
reputation he may have acquired and can concentrate wholly on
making the right decision.”

I extend to you and your crew my very best wishes for continued
success. I look forward to seeing you take this magnificent
warship to sea and I congratulate you on a job very well done.

Commander Tate M. Westbrook, USH
Commanding Officer

USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111)

FFO AF 96678-1203

vy Pentagon
Washinglon. DC 20350-2000

o] VICE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
« 2000

2 June 2011

Dear Commander Westbrook,

Az you and the crew of USS5 SPRUANCE (DDG 111) bring this
ship into commission, it is my honor and privilege to welcome
you to the U.S5. Atlantic Fleet.

SPRUANCE represents the best technology and the most
advanced mission capabilities ever put to sea. Throughout her
service life, this ship promises to defend our nation as part of
a global, forward-deployed force. With powerful sensors and
weapons, speed and versatility, DDG-111 will sail in support of
“h Cooperative Strategy for 21** Century Seapower®, providing sea
contrel, power projection, and deterrence wherever our nation
needs her,

Your crew, and all who follow, will continuously look to
the ship’s namesake for inspiration as you face the challenges
and uncertainties of destroyer 1ife. Admiral Raymond Spruance’s
superb naval service at the Battle of Midway and the Battle of
the Philippine Sea established a legacy of courage and steadfast
devotion. Every Sailor rving in this ship can take pride in
this legacy and the commissioning call to carry it forward.

I extend to you and your crew my congratulations and best
wishes for continued success.

Sincerely,

1\'. /%F?T‘

dmiral, U.5. Navy

b

Commander M. T. Westbrook, USN
Commanding Officer
US5 SPRUANCE (DDG 111)

B Haaa)




COMMANDER, HAVAL SEA SYSTEMS COMMAND
1 Cetcber 2011

Dear Coxmander Weatbrook,

on behalf of the men and women of the Haval Sea Systems Comnand,
please accept our sincere congratulatiens and best wishes to you and
your crew on the cosmissioning of the ARLEIGH BURKE-class 817 Aegls
guided nissile destroyer, USS SPRUMNCE (DDG-111).

SPAUANCE i® an impressive warship, possessing exceptional rulcl-
nission capabiliries and the world's latest technology. Ouided by
highly professional officers and skilled crew, SPRUANCE is ready to
ful£i11 all its nissions in the proud traditions of ocur Navy-Harine
Corps tesm.

It is fitting that the vy's nowest warship carries with it the
legacy of Admiral Raymend A. Spruance (1886-1969), who conzanded US
naval foreces in World War IT during two of the mont significant naval
battles in the Pacific theater -- the Battles of Midway and the
Philippine Sea. These were important victories for the United States
as these historical events were considered as the turning point of the
Pacific War. As the second ship naned SPRUANCE, your ship and your
orew will continue to symbolize American naval wvigilance and readiness
in the new nillennium.

We are at war, and your mission is to make SPRUANCE battle ready-
prepared for any task in suppert of our naticmal defense, both in war
and in peace. I am confident the cfficers and crew will significantly
contribute to our succesas in the var againsc terrorism.

To SFRUANCE, her cosnanding officer and her erew, I bid you fair
winda and follewing seas. Hay you have groat success in the
challenges ahoad. Welcome to the Fleet.

Sincerely,

K. M. MCCOY
Viee Adwiral, S. Navy

Commander M. T. Westbrook, USM
Prospeastive Conranding Offlcer,
Precoomigsioning Unit SPRUANCE (DDG-111)
FPO AP 96678-1203

W

Commander Naval Surface Forces
Commander Naval. .Tmfri(e Force
U, 8. Pacific Fleet
21 June 2011
Dear Commander Westhrook,

On behalf of the and women of the LS. ‘ol Surfuce Foree, U.S,
Pacific Fleet | would like to express my sincere congratulations to you and
your fine cresw on the occasion of your commissioning.

It takes an extraordinary nmount of hand work to prepare a ship to enter
Fleet — you and your crew have performed supe The citizens of our
country may rest assurcd that SPRUANCE is ready now to join the

fight and to deliver credible, relisble combat power wherever required.

the

It is your unique honor 1o sail in a ship nomed for ene of our nation’s
s, | know you will live up to the high standasds and
ng sparit exemplified by Admiral Spruance,

Sail s

Sincerely,

TS Jl
R. W. HUNT
Vice Ad I, LLS. Navy

CDR Tate Westhrook, USN
USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111)
FPO AP 96678-1203 .



Program Executive Officer
Integrated Warfare Systems
1333 Isaac Hull Avenue SE
Washington Navy Yard DC 20378-2301
1 October 2011
Dear Commander Westbrook,

on behalf of the entire Program Executive Office for Integrated
Warfare Systems team, I would like to extend my enthusiastic
congratulations and best wishes on the commissioning of your ship,
USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111).

USS SPRUANCE joins the Fleet as the Navy’'s 6lst Arleigh Burke
Class guided missile destroyer and the 2™ destroyer honcring a man
who's daring, courage and aggressiveness is heralded within the sea
services. The ship’s motte, "Launch the Attack" denctes the tactical
genius of the ship's namesake whose advanced planning, forethought,
and general guidance to his staff, combined with complete trust in
the abilities of his subordinates, required only this simple order to
be given to allow the events of the day to commence. It was his
brilliant employment of the units of his command that routed the
enemy in the full tide of his advance and established the pattern of
air-sea and joint warfare which continues teday.

Admiral Spruance’s legacy of seamanship, endurance, and
tenacity are qualities to be emulated throughout the life of the
ship. USS SPRUANCE will once again become an integral part of the
Fleet and will be able to conduct a variety of cperations from
peacetime presence, humanitarian aid and crisis management, to sea
contzol and power projection.

To USS SPRUANCE, her Officers, Chiefs, and Sailors I wish you
great success in all your endeavors. Welcome to the Fleet.

Sincerely,

J. Do S‘QIH—G?,’_

Rear hdmiral, U. 5. Havy

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON KAVY YARD DG

October 1, 2011

Commander M. T. Westbrook, USN
Commanding Officer

USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111)

FPO AP 96678-1203

Dear Commander Westbrook,

On behalf of the entire Team Ships family, we would like to
extend our sincere congratulations and best wishes to you and
your outstanding crew on this momentous occasion — the
commissioning of USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111).

Today you will take command of our nation’s newest Fleet
asset, and one of the most technologically advanced warships ever
put to sea. Reflecting the finest traditions of AEGIS
Excellence, she will bring an unprecedented level of warfighting
capability to our operating forces. The ship bears the name of
Admiral Raymond A. Spruance, United Stat Navy - a man of
uncemmon character and among the most brilliant and effective
naval tacticians and military strategists of meodern times.
Through his decisive leadership and unerring judgment, Admiral
Spruance played a wital role in the U. §. victory in the Pacific
during World War II, and helped change the face of modern naval
warfare. Carrier based battlegroups, coordinated supply chains,
destroyer anti-aircraft screens, intelligence-directed decision
making - these were all tacties and strategies honed in the
Pacific Theater on Admiral Spruance's watch. It is our very
great honor to lead the team responsible for the design,
construction, and life cycle support of the ship that will carry
his name, his spirit, and his extraordinary legacy of service for
many years to come.

We wish you and your crew every success as you join the
world’s greatest Navy. You have worked tirelessly to prepare
yourselves and your ship for this day and the challenges that lie
ahead. In your skilled and capable hands, USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111}
will be a proud emissary of ocur nation’s military strength, as
well as a resounding symbol of the collective will of the
American people.

DAVID H. LEWIS J. P. McMANAMON
Rear Admiral, U.S5. Navy Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy



GENERAL DYNAMICS
Bath Iron Works

Jeflrey 5. Gelger
Prasidant

Oectober 1, 2011

CDR M. Tate Westbrook, USN
Commanding Officer

USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111)
590 Washington Street

Bath, ME 04530

Dear Commander Wesibrook and Crew of the USS SPRUANCE:

C lations on the Cy issioning of USS SPRUANCE (DD{G 111). Countless hours of formal
trainkng, many long days and nights spent with BIW shipbuilders leaming the intricate details of
your ship and untold measures of personal preparation and sacrifice have brought you o this day,
You and your crew have eamed the privilege of becoming the newest member of the ULS. Navy's
Fleet.

The name Sproance is synonymous with courage, decisiveness and leadership. Admiral Spruance’s
bald and calculated decision 10 “launch the attack™ at the baitle of Midway effectively umed the tide
in the war of the Pacific. Admiral Spruance understood Ihe capabilities of American sailors and
aviators and had great confidence in the ships and aircrafl which were the tools of their trade. You
and your crew possess even greater capabilities than those who sailed with Admiral Spruance and
you, 100, can proceed with great confidence in the ship we have bailt for you.

USS SPRUANCE is the 33" ARLEIGH BURKE Class Guided Missile Destroyer built by Bath Iron
Works. She is now part of @ magnificent shipbailding heritage that began in 1607 when English
sentbers buil the New Waorld's first ocean-going ship, a 30-10n piansce named The Firginia, near the
mouth of the Kennebee River a1 a site not far from where your ship was built, Since 1884, the
master shipbuilders of Bath fron Works have produced ships renowned world-wide for quality,
reliability, dusability and, in the case of many batle-tested surface combatants, survivability. Those
ships and your ship, which you will bring 1o 1ife todsy, stand a5 a testament to our ¢laim that “Bath
Built is Best Buil”

DG 111 is strong and true like her namesake and the BIW men and women who built her. As you
1ail in defense of freedom, do so with the understanding that this Bath-built destrayer will respond
when you call. As one of our BIW family, sail also understanding that our collective spirit will
always go with you,

Washington Steat
Bath, ME 04530

Tel 207 442 3860

Fax 2074421719
jolleay ge/gh Gadtw. corn

27 July 2011
Dear Commander Westbrook,

The Officers. men and women of the SUPERVISOR OF
SHIPBUILDING, CONVERSION AND REPAIR. (SUPSHIP) BATH,
Bath, ME, pay tribute to you and your erew on this. the most significant
day ol the existence of USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111).

The Supervisor's Office is honored Lo have played a key role
alongside the Bath Iron Works General Dynamics Industry team and your
crew in the construction and delivery of what will soon be the finest and
most technologically advanced ships to fly our National ensign.

SPRUANCE's Commissioning signifies that which is great in
America: A courageous and determined Commander and his crew: expert
ship construction, ready to meet the challenges of a harsh military
environment, the pride and Heritage of Maine’s shipbuilders. and last but
not least, the projection of a hero’s namesake and legacy forward into the
future! On this day, we commemorate the union ol these elements into a
ship that will serve the course of peace, liberty, and freedom around the
world.

Sincerely,
AN
| A Gt

ROBERT A. CROWE
Captain, L. S. Navy



Lockhesd Martin Mission Systems & Sensors
300 M Street SE
Washington, DC 20003

Dale P. Bennelt
Presidant

LOCKHEED MAR r“n/7!

1 October 2011

Commander M.T. Westbrook, U. S. Navy
Commanding Officer

USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111)

Dear Commander Westbraok,

Caor if on laking

d of our Navy's newesl warship. Command al sea has long

this

been recognized as the ullimate amaong : . To have

distinction, and to be the commanding officar of such an advanced warship, is extracrdinary.

Take pride in this great ship and crew, and sail her with the confidence befitting our nation's

very best.

God speed, and may you always have the wind at your back.

Sincerely,
QL ¥

Dale P. Bannett

Oty

GENERAL DYNAMICS

Jay L. Johnson
Cha rman and Chiet Exocutive Othicer

Oclober 1, 2011

Commander Tate Westbroak
Commanding Officer

USS Spruance (DDG 111}
FPO AP 96678-1203

Dear Commander Westbrook

Congralulations lo you and your crew on the
commissioning of USS SPRUANCE (DDG 111), our Navy's 61st
Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer.

Mamed for Adm. Raymond Spruance, whose leadership al
the Baltle of Midway contributed to a pivolal American viclory
during World War 11, | expect that you will find SPRUANCE in high
demand, SPRUANCE is among the mosl powerful surface
combatants ever put lo sea, and her capabilities will serve the
nation well in maintaining freedom of the seas.

As plank cwners in this great naval vessel, you and your
crew will earn a place of distinction alongside the other U.S. Navy
ship with which SPRUANCE shares ils name. On behall of all of
ihe craftspecple and who have contributed to the
development and construction of this great warship, | wish you
Godspeed, fair winds and following seas wherever you may sail.

Sincerely,




LIVES ON

SHIP’'S STORE:

M I'rom Marlboro’s to

I munchies, the ship’s
WHEER otore’s merchandise has
' changed with the times.
What hasn’t changed is
the store’s role in bring-
ing sailors some rare
comforts while at sea.

MESSDECKS:
The central hub of
the ship, the mess-
- :

M decks is the place
where sailors eat, so-
cialize, train, and relax.

§ GALLEY:

The galley is where
Culinary Specialists
prepare the food which
sustains the crew. Fully
equipped for duty at
sea, the galley serves al-
most 300 people a day.




S NOW

COMMISSIONED September 20 (DD 963) October 1 (DDG 111)
Who was the President? Gerald Ford Barack Obama
Who was the CNO? Admiral James Holloway 111 Admiral Gary Roughead
Who was the MCPON? Robert J. Walker Rick D. West
How many US N;T\"E ships were in : 159 286
service?
How many active duty sailors ? 29,541 329,874

November 29, 1975: While
disabled, the submarine tender

USS PROTEUS (AS-19) Osama Bin Laden was captured
discharges radioactive coolant  and killed during a secret operation
What was the biggest Navy news? water into Apra Harbor, Guam. that involved a Navy SEAL team.
A Geiger counter at two of the Bin Laden was buried at sea by
harbor’s public beaches shows USS CARL VINSON.

100 milligrams per hour, 50 times
the allowable dose.

Who were the Super Bowl Champions? Pittsburgh Steelers Green Bay Packers
Who were the NBA Champions? Golden State Warriors Dallas Mavericks
Who won the Stanley Cup? Philadelphia Flyers Chicago Blackhawks
yas the Heavy Weight Boxing ; ;
Who was th‘Ht ‘_\' Weight Boxing Muhammad Ali E N B
hampion?
What was the average income? $14,100 $22,000
What was the price of a house? $39,300 $203,000
What was the price of a car? $4,250 $28,400
What was the price of gas? $0.44 $3.86
What was the price of milk? $0.98 $3.67
What was the price of bread? $0.59 $3.25
< o *
What was the #1 song of the year? Dia[r:::!c?:"dl:ll; f:“lft}:o‘:{jl;n “OMG” by Usher
What was the #1 album of the year? 2okt Bun Ly e My Bea]{?ﬁll gk T“:,]m:d
A Springsteen Fantasy” by Kanye West




BRINGING SPRUANCE 1O LIFE:

THE BEGINNING

O °*@®

In 2006, Bath Iron Works began working on bringing the Navy’s newest Arleigh Burke
Class Destroyer to life. Although the USS SPRUANCE is the 61st membet of its
class, it is the first of its design. Unlike its predecessors, SPRUANCE was built from
large ship sections known as Ultra Units. A few of these units are pictured above.

The coins pictured above are for a tradition known as mast-stepping. This shipbuild-

ing ritual is derived from the Greek myth of the river Styx. Placing coins at the base
of the ship’s mast ensured the safe passage of a seafarer’s soul to the Underworld.




BRINGING SPRUANCE TO LIFE:

CHRISTENING

On June 5 2010, SPRUANCE was christened in Bath, Maine. Almost 35 yeats af-
ter the first USS SP i (DL ) = Navy welcomed

o

its 61st Atrleich Burke Class Wer. distinguished

guests including: the Honc

orable Sean ] St;-lck]{;‘._'}




BRINGING SPRUANCE TO LIFE:

SUPER TRIALS

o

b MRS i

AILOR’S CREED

I am a United States Sailor

I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States of
America and I will obey the orders of those appointed over me.

I represent the fighting spirit of the Navy and those who have gone
before me to defend freedom and democracy around the world.

I proudly serve my country’s Navy combat team with honor,
courage, and commitment.

[ am committed to excellence and the fair treatment of all.

[n March 2011, SPRUANCE conducted sea ttials. Sea trials pro-
vide an opportunity for the crew to demonstrate the capabilities of
the Navys newest destroyet. During this evolution, SPRUANCE
fired SM2 missiles, twenty-five 5”7 rounds, and 32 chaff rounds.
Additionally, SPRUANCE conducted full power runs and emet-

gency stops.This major milestone was a great expetience for ev-

eryone involved and demonstrated the potential of this great ship.




BRINGING SPRUANCE TO LIFE:

MOVE ABOARD

Left: The Executive Officer and members
of the Supply Department cut the rib-
bon and open the ship’s store for business.
Below: Members of the the Crew
stand in  formation  awaiting in-
struction at Duty Section Turnover

Above: Members of CG division pose
in front of the 5” gun after quarters.
Right: The Operations Officer shakes hands
with IT1 Segarra as he claims his prize
from the first SPRUANCE Bingo Night.

Leftt Members of Deck Division prac-
tice handling a fire hose during a helicop-
ter crash and salvage drill. Since move
aboard, drills have become such a sig-
nificant part of the crew’s daily routine.
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PLANKOWNER

In Naval tradition, a plankowner is an individual who,
at the time a ship is placed into commission, was a
membert of the first crew. This tradition and title dates
back to the time of sail when the decks of ships were
actually made of wood. Once a ship had reached the
end of her lifespan, so-called plankowners could peti-
tion for a piece of their ship’s deck. Plankowners are
charged with a unique privilege and responsibility — to
bring a ship to life.  As the first crew, they will lay the
foundation for their ship’s reputation and legacy.
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