
 
 

USS WAYNE E. MEYER (DDG 108) PHILOSOPHY  

Family is the foundation for our success.  A solid family life grounds 
individuals and makes them aware their loved ones are depending 

upon their success.  It is more than just the individual sailor.  If 
family life suffers, work will inevitably follow. 

Education, Training and Fitness are the next step.  It is crucial 
to ensure that everyone is prepared both mentally and physically 
to fight the ship when the day comes.  These three traits when 
properly honed will ease the burden.  Do not go to bed at night 
without learning at least one thing that day.  Strive to know more 
than your peers. And, run that extra lap. 

Hard Work.  It will take many hours of your dedicated time to bring 
this ship to life.  Your days will not always be easy.  There will be many hurdles, but none that 
we cannot overcome with a little thought and elbow grease.  Many nights you will fall asleep 
before your head hits the pillow but with a smile on your face.  That’s good. 

Teamwork is one of the most important pillars that exists in any line of work.  If the crew does 
not work together, tasks will most certainly go unaccomplished or be done incorrectly.  We must 
communicate across all lines to move ahead.  If we coalesce and put our heads together you will 
be amazed at what we can achieve. 

Enjoyment is solely up to the individual sailor.  It is no secret that if you enjoy your job you will 
continually find ways to make it better.  Life is short.  I want you to want to come to work and be 
part of something larger than yourself.  Go home and brag to your friends about what you are 
doing.  

Perseverance.  Taking this ship to sea is not always easy.  Things will most definitely not 
always be a bed of roses and go our way.  When things get tough I want individuals to step back, 
keep things in perspective and take a deep breath.  If you need help, ask for it.  Don’t be afraid to 
stop at that “Gas Station” and ask for directions. 

Imagination. Explore new avenues of conducting business.  Just because tasks and duties are 
conducted a certain way does not mean that they are done in the best and most efficient manner.  
Explore the boundaries.  I encourage it. Albert Einstein stated “Imagination is the most important 
of all traits”. 
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1.  Do what you say and say what you do.  You are your 
word.  

2.  Treat others as human beings; not objects. 

3.  Give life everything you have, every day.  If you don’t 
push yourself, you are doomed to live a dull existence. 

4.  Don’t waste time or time will waste you. 

5.  Don’t dwell on your mistakes but remember them so you 
don’t make them again. 

6.  Do it correctly or don’t do it at all. 

7.  People judge you on your appearance and your speech. 

8.  Do not mistake kindness for weakness. 

9.  Respect is not given, it is earned. 

10.  Conflict does not build character, it reveals it. 


