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October 20, 2009

BHR ARG/11% MEU Soccer Team Scores Good Relationship
with Timor-Leste

By Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Wyatt Lehman, USS
Bonhomme Richard Public Affairs

DILI, Timor-Leste -- Sailors and Marines serving aboard USS Bonhomme Richard
(LHD 6) played a goodwill soccer match against the men’s Under Seventeen Timor-

Leste National Team at Dili National Stadium, Oct. 18.

Members of the Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) and the
11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) earned the admiration of a nation as they
played the country’s most popular sport in front of the President of Timor-Leste and

a large crowd of local residents.

“Timor-Leste is the youngest country in the world and we are in a process of
redeveloping our new nation,” said Miguel Manetelu, Timor-Leste’s Secretary of
State for Youth and Sports, at a press conference Oct. 16. “This football match
between Timor-Leste and the U.S. Navy offers both our nations a new window of
opportunity to build our capacity in sports. [ see the potential working in

partnership.”

Before the game, Sailors and Marines participated in a soccer clinic with a
local youth team, interacting and exchanging skills with the younger players.
Bonhomme Richard’s crewmembers presented colors during the pre-game
ceremony as Culinary Specialist 1st Class (SW) Nino Villamor sang the National

Anthem.
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Although the experienced Timor-Leste team won the afternoon match 4-0,
Sailors and Marines still left satisfied knowing that their participation made positive

impact.

“I've played a lot of soccer and these guys are top notch,” said Lt. j.g. Justin
Ossola, the ship’s team captain. “I think the people are very proud of their team and
it means a lot to them. I think we left a good impression on the people. This was my

best soccer experience ever.”

The Bonhomme Richard ARG/11th MEU team is participating in MAREX
2009, a multilateral exercise that promotes cooperation through civic action

programs and training with the Timor-Leste and Australian militaries.

The Bonhomme Richard ARG is transiting the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operation
and reports to the Commander, Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm. Richard

Landolt, who is headquartered in Okinawa, Japan.

For more news on BHR ARG visit www.navy.mil and www.cpr7.navy.mil.
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