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October 15, 2009

Cleveland and Rushmore Executing Maritime Strategy in Indonesia
From Bonhomme Richard ARG Public Affairs

JAVA SEA - Two ships from the Bonhomme Richard Amphibious Ready Group
(ARG), USS Cleveland (LPD 7) and USS Rushmore (LSD 47), arrived in Java Sea for
the start of Marine Exercise 2009 (MAREX 09) in Indonesia Oct. 15.

MAREX 09 is a multi-lateral training exercise designed to enhance

interoperability and communication between the U.S. and Indonesia militaries.

“Indonesia is an important partner and the ARG/MEU team looks forward to
this opportunity to work with TNI and local officials,” said Commodore Rodney
Clark, the ARG commander. “This is a great opportunity to build an even stronger
relationship between our countries.”

Marines embarked aboard Cleveland and Rushmore from the 11t Marine
Expeditionary Unit will integrate with Indonesian Armed Forces (TNI) and local
residents during military-to-military engagement opportunities as well as

engineering, medical and dental civic action projects.

U.S. maritime forces are frequently employed in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of
operations to participate in Theater Security Cooperation initiatives — a key focus of
the Navy and Marine Corps’ maritime strategy to help build relationships and

strengthen existing ties.
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Navy medical and dental teams aboard Cleveland and Rushmore are

scheduled to augment local providers offering services ashore to local residents.

The ARG also consists of the command element, Commander, Amphibious
Squadron 7; Tactical Air Control Squadron 12, Detachment 1; Helicopter Sea Combat
Squadron 23, Detachment 3; Assault Craft Unit 1, Detachment B; Assault Craft Unit

5, Detachment F; Beachmaster Unit 1, Detachment B; and Fleet Surgical Team 9.

The Bonhomme Richard ARG is transiting the U.S. 7t Fleet area of operations
and reports to the Commander, Amphibious Force 7th Fleet, Rear Adm. Richard

Landolt, who is headquartered in Okinawa, Japan.
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