“I wish I had known …”

This is a list of the items that newcomers most often stated they wish they had known about before their arrival.  These are things that can easily be addressed through the most basic sponsor communication.  The list is not all-inclusive and should be adapted to meet the needs of the newcomer.

· *How to get to the base

· *Airport arrival process information

· Anything (as in “I wish my sponsor had told me …”)

· Everything (same as above)

· *Car buying/bringing

· Check-in information

· *Child care

· *Climate/weather/seasons

· Command information

· *Electronic/electric differences

· *Entitlements

· Expensive

· Family Entry Approval process

· *Housing

· *Culture

· Mailing address

· Married vs. Single sponsor (as in “I wish I had known my sponsor was going to be …”) and vice versa

· *Pet importation info

· Shipboard life

· *Space limitations

· *Local transportation (usually refers to off base)

· *What to bring

· *What NOT to bring

Items marked with an asterisk (*) are also addressed to some degree (at least referenced or linked to) in the SITES Relocation Database for Yokosuka.  The SITES web site is at:

https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/sites
This information was derived in part from a newcomer survey conducted at Yokosuka’s AOB/ICR program in 2002 and 2003.

