Before checking aboard USS LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Congratulations, you have orders to LAKE CHAMPLAIN.  We are looking forward to your arrival and welcome aboard “ THE CHAMP”.  Please review your orders thoroughly.  There is alot of information to review, so take the time, if you need assistance contact your sponsor or Chain of command for assistance.  Preparing ahead of time will save you some problems down the road.

First, make sure your orders say what you expected them to say.  Did you negotiate for a school?  Is the school mentioned in your orders?  What about the billet you are filling here?  Do you have the NEC required?  If you are required to attend a school in order to fill a particular billet, make sure that school is in your orders as an intermediate activity.

  Some other things to be aware of before you depart your present command:

1.    Are you taking leave before your report?  Make sure you have enough leave available, or adjust your date of departure to account for the difference.

2.     In most cases, you will need to Obliserve (obligate service - have enough time until your EAOS to take these orders) for up to 5 years.  Make sure you take care of this before departing your current command.

3.     Planning on re-enlisting for an SRB?  Do you have an extension that will kick in while you are in transit?  If your extension goes active, you may have to wait until the end of your extension to re-enlist and possibly lose SRB.

4.    Married?  Planning to move the family here?  Despite what your orders may say, you CAN move your family here.  You cannot move your family to the ship's homeport until the assignment becomes official.

5.     Married?  Planning on leaving your family put for whatever reason?  If you do, in some cases you will not draw BAH for San Diego, you will get BAH for where ever your family is currently.  If your family is not in California or any other high cost of living area, this will mean a cut in your paycheck.  Plan ahead.

6.     Will you be moving out of government housing?  Make sure you get and bring with you the Termination of Government Quarters statement.

 

 Some things to keep in mind during your transit:

1.     Keep your old and new commands advised of your leave address, especially if you plans change.

2.     Save all your receipts and all used/unused plane tickets.  You will need them to process your travel claim once you get here.

3.     If the government is moving your household goods, carry all your household goods documents with you.

4.   If you attend a school in transit and you have to stay out in town due to lack of space in the BEQ, make sure you get and keep the certificate of non-availability for your lodging.  Otherwise, you may not be reimbursed for your hotel stay. 

Once you check in (always check in the uniform of the day unless directed otherwise) bring in all your receipts and any other papers associated with your move such as the ones mentioned above.  Having all your paperwork available will speed up the processing and liquidation of your travel claim.  In addition, as always, if you have any questions before or during your move, call your sponsor or the command.  Do not wait until you get here, the problem may not be solvable by then.

 

Abbreviations on your orders. 

ACC:  Accounting Category Code, which is the type of duty you are assigned.  100 means regular duty while 342 means temporary duty.

DNEC1 & DNEC2:  Distributed Navy Enlisted Code:  This is/are the NEC(s) that describes your duties here.  If you do not know what equipment/specialty they pertain to, you can look them up in the NEC Manual from BUPERS website.  You will need Adobe Acrobat and a good Internet connection since this file is over three Meg.  Or you can download a zipped Word document version from EPMAC.

EDA:  Estimated Date of Arrival at your new command

EDD:  Estimated Date of Departure from your current command

NET:  No Earlier Than

NLT:  No later Than

PDS:  Permanent Duty Station

Ensure you make contact with the sponsor coordinator no less than 48 hours before your arrival to USS LAKE CHAMPLAIN. In the event the ship is out of homeport, you must report directly to the Transient Personnel Unit (TPU) San Diego, located at 32nd Street Naval Station. For assistance upon arrival by commercial airlines, you are encouraged to check in at the USO located in Terminal 2 at the San Diego Airport. 

NEED A SPONSOR?
READ HERE FIRST!
Here is the information you need to make a successful transition to your new home in San Diego.

If you do not already have a sponsor, please visit the Stay Navy web site Sponsor Assignment 
Aid page at 
http://staynavytools.bol.
navy. mil/SAA/
and follow directions to notify the command of your desire for a sponsor.

Note: Before you launch the SAA, you must already have your orders for your gaining command, and have the following information available:

- The UIC of your current command 
- The UIC of your new command 
- Your e-mail address 
- Detach and Report Dates 
- Emergency Contact Information: 
Name 
Address 
Phone Number 
E-mail address, if available 

Trouble with the SAA page?
Contact our Command Sponsor Coordinator 
at sponsors@cg57.navy.mil (create account)

Making Traveling Plans and Reporting Aboard 

"No one plans to fail; they just fail to plan."Planning your trip will be one of the most important things you can do.  There are many things to consider in order to make your trip as trouble-free and as safe as possible.  Many of those things are outlined below. 
Plan your route - Figure out which route you plan on taking to get here.  Some important questions to ask are: 

· How many miles do I have to drive? 
· What stops do I want to make (visit relatives, see sights, etc.)? 
· Will I have any help driving (spouse, friend)? 
· How much time will I have? 
There are several sources of information to tap when planning your trip.  Trip planners are available online at sites such as Yahoo! and Lycos. Trip planning services are also available at your local Fleet and Family Service Center and automobile clubs such as AAA.  

Make sure your car is ready - One of the last things you want to have happen is for your car to break down on your trip.  While it may be impossible to anticipate everything that can go wrong, a little preparation can reduce the possibilities.   The Naval Safety Center has a vehicle checklist you can use to identify possible problems.  Also on that page is a suggested list of items to keep in your vehicle, especially during a long trip.

Safe driving tips -  The recommended driving distance in a day is 350 miles if you are the lone driver.  Driving further than this in a day increases your likelihood of being involved in an accident.  Recent studies have demonstrated that driving while drowsy (DWD) is more dangerous than drunk driving.  So get plenty of rest before you start your driving day.  Here are some other safe driving tips:
· Wear your seatbelt and ensure your passengers are belted in as well 
· Make frequent stops to combat fatigue 
· Observe posted speed limits 
· Increase following distance and/or decrease your speed during adverse driving conditions (darkness, rain, snow, fog) 
· Keep your eyes on the road and look as far down the road as possible 
· Don't let yourself be distracted 
· Don't use your cell phone will driving - many states have made this illegal
Directions to USS LAKE CHAMPLAIN  

-From I-5 Or a Google maps link?  We can add as we see fit

 
While ship is underway INBOUND personnel will report to Transient Personnel Unit (TPU), located in Building 3142 at Naval Station San Diego. You can reach the TPU OOD at (619) 556-4829 or (619) 556-3169. If you require transportation from San Diego International Airport to the 32nd Street (Naval Station San Diego) base, the airport USO will assist you in contacting the duty driver.
 

