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USS Navy Ship Changes Command at Sea
By USS Navy Ship (CG ##) Public Affairs

(The Lead)
SAN DIEGO - USS (insert ship’s name) (designator i.e. “CG-54”) held a change of command ceremony at sea on (date).  Capt. (full name of outgoing captain) turned over command of the (ship type i.e. “guided missile cruiser”) to Capt. (full name of incoming captain). 
(The Bridge)

The ceremony marked the end of a very successful ##-month command tour for (last name only of outgoing CO).  He led (ship’s name) through a deployment with (name of carrier/expeditionary strike group) in support of Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.  During the deployment, the crew interacted extensively with several foreign navies in (number of Fleet) Fleet area of operation.  
During this period, (ship’s name) received the first ever… (list significant accomplishments of ship and crew…) 
(Outgoing CO’s Quote) 
It’s a good idea to provide a proposed quote to the outgoing CO.  That way, he/she can use it, add to it, or at least it will give them an idea of what you’re looking for.  Here’s a sample:  “It has been an honor and privilege to serve aboard (ship’s name),” said (CO’s last name).  “I’ve never worked with a better crew, and I’m extremely proud of their accomplishments.  This has been one of my most rewarding tours.  I can’t imagine a more important job in the Navy.”  (CO’s last name)’s next tour will be as (next assignment and location).
Capt. (incoming CO’s last name), incoming commanding officer, (list education/assignments of incoming CO)  Sample: is a 19## graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, and earned his master’s degree in National Resource Strategy from the Industrial College of the Armed Forces in 2004.  He completed sea tours aboard USS *** (FF ****) as Gunnery Officer and Main Propulsion Assistant, USS *** (CG **) as Anti-Submarine Warfare Officer, and USS *** (CG **) as Weapons Officer and Combat Systems Officer.  He served as Executive Officer aboard USS *** (CG **), and during his most recent sea tour, he was the Commanding Officer of USS *** (FFG **).  

-more-

Ceremony 2-2-2
(slug goes here… a slug is a one-word descriptive title for the story… like “Ceremony”)

(Incoming CO’s Quote) 
It’s a good idea to provide a proposed quote to the incoming CO.  That way, he/she can use it, add to it, or at least it will give them an idea of what you’re looking for.  Here’s a sample: “I am very excited to be the CO of (ship’s name),” said (incoming CO’s last name).  “We have a great crew and I look forward to helping to carry on the traditions of this great ship.”
(Future plans)

Sample: USS (ship’s name) is part of Carrier Strike Group ## and is scheduled to deploy with Abraham Lincoln Strike Group in 2010.  
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