COMREL Dubai, UAE

Story written by:  MC3 Timothy S. Humphrey

    A group of U.S. Navy Sailors started the New Year off with a bang, by providing their support to a group of women and children who are in less-fortunate situations, showing the true power of the human heart.  Nineteen Sailors from dock landing ship USS Whidbey Island (LSD 41) gave their time, muscle, and most importantly, their heart and soul, to assist the City of Hope, a shelter for battered women and children in Dubai, U.A.E., by performing some handy work and sharing their compassion and care with the women and children of the shelter, along with one another.  The Sailors who participated showed that the American spirit is alive and well, and that there are those who remain willing to help out their fellow man, woman or child.

    “We went in to help out a local charity and it had a two-fold effect,” said LCDR Charles L. Luff, the ship’s chaplain and project director.  “We helped build friendship between two different cultures by showing American goodwill and helping those in need, leaving a lasting impression in the community.”

    The manual labor provided by the Sailors didn’t go unappreciated and literally left “a lasting impression”.

    “We assisted with painting, landscaping and any other handy work needed to be done,” stated Luff.  “The logos we painted on the wall and the flower bed we helped plant will be felt and seen for a long time to come.”

    City of Hope was founded in 2001, by Sharla Musabih, who continues to serve as the director.  Since then, the charity has assisted over 1,000 individuals, including nearly 400 in the last six months.  They now have 3 shelters throughout Dubai, which provide 

    The same American spirit and selflessness that he saw in our Sailors, he also saw in Musabih, a native of Seattle, who moved to the U.A.E. over 20 years ago.  “She’s doing this out of her love for others,” said Luff.  “In fact, while we were there, she got a call from someone in dire need, showing how much she is truly needed and how charitable she is.”

    In the short time there, many of our Sailors felt that their help was pleasantly accepted.  “We helped instill a sense of hope,” said BM1(SW) Byron Rios, 2nd Division Leading Petty Officer and Assistant Community Relations Project manager.  “We showed those at the shelter that there are people that care about helping other, just not their selves.”  Those sentiments are shared by IT3 Denisha Jernagin, one of the many ship’s Sailors who donated their liberty time to assist in the project.  “I think we brought up moral,” said Jernagin.  “If you look at the before and after pictures, we made a difference.”

While the Sailors made a difference in their lives, it didn’t go lost on the crew, as it helped benefit and enrich them also.  “It shows that we can work as team and accomplish anything we’re tasked,” summed up Rios.  Jernagin added “It reminds us and those we helped that there are good people out there” and “I think it is humbling.”

    Some in the crew thinks all the hard work showed the U.S. Navy and themselves in a positive light.  “It gives the Navy a good name,” admitted Rios.  “We’re not just a military unit, but caring people, willing to lend a hand.”

    In the end, the project was considered a rewarding experience, not soon to be forgotten.  “Seeing the kids faces, having them out there helping with us and playing with us and seeing shipmates working together, made this a very fulfilling project that hopefully will be remembered for a long time,” said Rios.

    And Luff couldn’t be happier with what the Sailors completed and learned during the time spent there.  “I believe we exceeded expectations,” confessed Luff.  “It involved a lot of work, but we strived and succeeded by working as a team.  We did what would have taken days in just a matter of four hours,” continued Luff.  “That’s the sign of an outstanding crew.”
