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June 4, 2011
Bataan Frocks Newest Petty Officers
By Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Dylan Miles, USS Bataan Public Affairs
USS BATAAN, Mediterranean Sea – Seventy two Sailors from multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Bataan and embarked units were advanced in rate during a ceremony on the ship’s mess decks June 4.
Bataan’s Commanding Officer Capt. Steve Koehler individually congratulated each of the newly advanced Sailors and presented them with a frocking letter officially recognizing them for the first time with their new rate.

“It’s a great day,” said Koehler. “As a commanding officer, it doesn’t get any better than promoting deserving Sailors. They have been selected because they exhibit the qualities to lead at the next level, and I have no doubt they will be successful in their new responsibilities and represent Bataan and the Navy with pride and professionalism.”
The common denominator for advancement appeared to be hard work and lots of studying. 

Logistics Specialist 3rd Class(SW/AW) Michael Furgason, a native of Louisville, Ky., said between studying individually, in groups, and reading his Basic Military Requirements book, he logged a lot of hours to prepare for and earn his advancement. 

Leadership aboard Bataan provided Sailors with the time and resources to succeed.

“I’m very proud of my Sailors,” said Information Systems Technician 1st Class(SW) Ndidi McFarland, a native of Chicago who had two Sailors among those promoted. “I feel they showed the drive to make rank, and they made goals and achieved them.”
Bataan received advancement exam results just prior to pulling into Palermo, Italy, in late May, and following the port visit, immediately began the training and indoctrination process designed to assist the advancing Sailors with understanding the responsibility they’ll take on as higher ranking leaders.  

“Petty officer indoctrination was a valuable asset I greatly appreciate,” said Information Systems Technician 3rd Class David Shultz, a native of Pittsburgh. “It helped me understand the roles and responsibilities of being a petty officer.”
“It is my hope that they’ll take what they’ve learned over the last few days and use it to seek out new challenges and responsibilities,” said Senior Chief Navy Counselor Eugene Grenier, a native of New Milford, Conn.
Amphibious Squadron (PHIBRON) 6, Tactical Air Control Squadron (TACRON) 22, Assault Craft Unit (ACU) 4, embarked aboard Bataan, each had Sailors advance. 

Dock landing ship USS Whidbey Island (LSD 41) and amphibious transport dock USS Mesa Verde (LPD 19), the other two ships that make up the Bataan Amphibious Ready Group, frocked an additional 46 Sailors in ceremonies held in late May. 

Bataan is the command ship of the Bataan Amphibious Ready (ARG) group, supporting maritime security operations and theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of responsibility.
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