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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
February 8, 2013
Release No. 13-6
Bataan Holds Change of Command 
From USS Bataan Public Affairs Office
USS BATAAN, Norfolk, Va. (Feb. 8, 2013) – Sailors and Marines aboard the multipurpose amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5) held a traditional change-of-command ceremony on the ship’s flight deck while in port Naval Station Norfolk, February 8th. 
Sailors lined the ship’s flight deck where Capt. George Vassilakis, Bataan’s former Executive Officer relieved Capt. Erik M. Ross. 
Capt. Ross’ consistent attention to detail and concern for the welfare of his crew and mission readiness of his command were instrumental in his success as Commanding Officer, USS Bataan (LHD 5). Taking command during the ship’s challenging surge deployment in 2011, Capt. Ross led the way in providing critical support to Operations ENDURING FREEDOM and UNIFIED PROTECTOR. Under his leadership, Bataan’s crew gained a reputation as the can-do ship on the waterfront, conducting vital support and providing humanitarian and counter-piracy assistance while on station in the Fifth and Sixth Fleet areas of responsibility. Capt. Ross’s command also engaged nearly 500 visitors, including three American ambassadors (Oman, Lisbon, Djibouti) and nineteen flag/general-level officers, and two high visibility receptions enhancing Theater Security Cooperation with over 350 visitors in attendance, including ambassadors from Russia, France, the United Kingdom, Malta, and American diplomats as well as the Commander of the Armed Forces of Malta, the National President of the Navy League, the Deputy Commander, U.S. SIXTH Fleet and scores of local dignitaries. Bataan safely navigated more than 55 thousand nautical miles of the world’s oceans in the ten-and-a-half month deployment, the longest by a U.S. Navy vessel since 1973. After returning home from standing the watch, in addition to being selected as the platform for multiple national and international events, including the Secretary of Navy’s rollout of the 21st Century Sailor and Marine Initiative and the NCAA Amphib Classic, Capt. Ross’ in-depth planning and guidance helped his ship become one of only two to successfully complete her post-yard period on time.

 “Captain Ross’ steadfast example led Bataan to unmatched mission readiness and success,” said Rear Admiral Ann Phillips, Commanding Officer, Expeditionary Strike Group Two, and guest speaker at the event. “He’s an exemplary officer.”
During Ross’ remarks, he gave most of the credit for his crew’s success to the Sailors and Marines who serve aboard Bataan. 
"None of us succeed by ourselves,” said Ross. “We succeed because of those who work for us and with us. It’s incredibly humbling to be given the opportunity to lead these men and women.”

Once Captains Ross and Vassilakis read their orders and reported their change of command to Rear Admiral Phillips, Capt. Vassilakis took the stage to address his crew. 

“This crew is awesome," said Vassilakis. “They represent everything that is right with America, and they are the finest our country has to offer.”

Ross will be reporting to OPNAV N953 as Branch Head for Amphibious Warfare.
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