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Captain Steven R. Burnette graduated from the University of South Carolina in 1973 with a Bachelors of Arts degree in History. Upon graduation, he received his commission as a Surface Warfare Officer. 
His sea duty assignments include Division Officer Tours on USS JESSE L. BROWN (FF-1089) where he served as a Gunnery Officer and Anti-submarine Officer. He served his Department Head tours in USS PETERSON (DD-969) as Operations Officer, USS HERMITAGE (LSD-34) as Chief Engineer and USS SARATOGA (CV-60) as First Lieutenant.

He served as the Executive Officer of NAVELEX Charleston (later SPAWARS, Charleston) and as Executive Officer of NAVAL TECHNICAL TRAINING CENTER, Kessler AFB in Mississippi.

He attended the Defense Resource Management curriculum at the Naval Post Graduate School and the Air Command and Staff College in Maxwell AFM in Montgomery, AL. 

His personal awards include the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (5) and various theater/service awards. 

He retired in 1994 and received his USCG Chief Mate and 1600 ton Masters Oceans License. 

He started a career in the Merchant Marines as a Chief Mate on a Grain Carrier operating in the Caribbean Sea. He later received his USCG MASTER’s License any Gross Tons, Oceans and MASTER Towing Vessels, Oceans and Western Rivers. He has served as a Master on Tug boats, Research vessels, Work boats, Lightering Vessels, Container/RO-RO Ship and LPG tankers.
In 2005, he joined Military Sealift Command as a Third Mate serving on the USNS JOSHUA HUMPHREYS (T-AO 187), USNS KANAWHA (T-AO 195). He was promoted to Chief Mate in 2006 and served on numerous T-AO, T-AOE, T-AKE, T-AGM, and T-ARS. In addition, he served as at Military Sealift Fleet Support Center as a Marine Placement Specialist scheduling all training for Deck Licensed and Unlicensed personnel.
In 2011, he was selected as MASTER and has had command of USNS LEROY GRUMMAN (T-AO 195), USNS PECOS (T-AO 197) and USNS LARAMIE (T-AO 203) prior to reporting to USS PONCE as the MSC MASTER.

