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                            1 March 2011
Dear Prospective Tiger,
     It is my personal pleasure to invite you to join us for PONCE’s Operation Tiger 2011 as we steam from Morehead City, North Carolina to Norfolk, VA.  The dates for our cruise are not yet finalized but we’d like you to mark your calendars for 14-16 May.
     “Operation Tiger” is the Navy code for a very special cruise program. Ships returning from deployment are permitted to embark relatives and guests, “Tigers”, 12 years of age or older for a once in a lifetime opportunity to experience life at sea.  Those deployed on PONCE are very excited about our upcoming cruise and hope many of you will join us! 

     The United States Navy cannot pay for your expenses to, or from, the rally point in Norfolk, VA.  The non-refundable cost of no more than $35 per Tiger will provide for your transportation from the rally point in Norfolk, VA to PONCE, as well as your meals while aboard PONCE.  

     Many families across the nation are having a tough time financially.  I assure you this event carries no hidden costs.  Though PONCE does have a ship’s store where you can purchase memorabilia, snacks and necessities, there will no requirement for any additional funds during your time with us.  

     To confirm your attendance, please complete and return the attached registration form via email.  After receiving this form and the transportation fee, your name will be added to the final list of authorized Tigers. We must have this information back by 01 April 2011 if you are to participate in the Tiger Cruise.  Please remember, each Tiger must be registered separately. 
     Tiger Cruises are a great way to share the Navy with all of our family and friends.  Because PONCE is an amphibious ship and designed to embark large numbers of Marines, we are also extending this invitation to groups our Sailors may be associated with back home, such as: Boy Scouts, Girls Scouts, VFW, Youth Groups, etc…  The cost and age requirements do not change if you have a large group, but we must insist that any such group bring at least one chaperone 18 years or older for each six Tigers.  For example, a group of 12 Sea Cadets would require 2 chaperones.

You may have a few questions concerning this event. Information concerning points of contact, phone numbers and departure location and times will be forwarded to you upon receipt of your registration form and cruise fee. 


I look forward to welcoming you and sharing our fine ship and crew!
Sincerely,

CDR Etta “CJ” Jones
Commanding Officer
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