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PCU lllinois began construction in March 2011 and is on track to continue the
Virginia-class program's trend of delivering submarines earlier than their contract
delivery dates and meeting the incredibly stringent standards expected of U.S.
submatrines.

PCU lllinois is the second Navy ship to be named after the 21st state and is a
tribute to the state’s military ties, including being home to the Naval Service Train-
ing Command in Great Lakes, lll., which oversees the Officer Training Command,
Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps, Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps,
and the Navy’s Recruit Training Command.

The pre-commissioning unit currently includes a crew of more than 100 Sailors,
with others scheduled to arrive through the summer. By August, leaders expect the
crew to reach its full strength of about 140.

PCU lllinois is the 13th submarine of the Virginia class and the third of the Block
Il construction contract. Virginia-class submarines are built under a construction
contract between General Dynamics’ Electric Boat Division and Huntington Ingalls
Industries-Newport News Shipbuilding.

PCU Illinois will measure 377 feet in length, displace 7,835 tons submerged, and
be able to operate at speeds greater than 25 knots (28 mph).

Virginia-class submarines are built to dominate the world's deep and littoral
waters while conducting anti-submarine warfare; anti-surface ship warfare, strike
warfare, special operation forces support, ISR (intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance), irregular warfare, and mine warfare missions. Their inherent
stealth, endurance, mobility, and firepower directly enable them to support five of
the six Maritime Strategy Core Capabilities—sea control, power projection, forward
presence, maritime security, and deterrence.

THE VIRGINIA-CLASS PROGRAM

Continues to Deliver Ahead of Contract Delivery Date and Within Budget

Pre-Commissioning Unit /llinois

(SSN 786) crew members stand
at attention during the keel lay-
ing ceremony for the Navy's 13th
Virginia-class attack submarine.
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Navy Secretary Ray Mabus delivers keynote remarks during the
keel laying ceremony for PCU /llinois (SSN 786)

First Lady Michelle Obama reacts as Michael Macomber, a welder for General Dynamics
Electric Boat, finishes welding her initials onto a metal plate as Electric Boat President Jeffrey
Geiger watches during the keel laying ceremony for the PCU /llinois (SSN 786).
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